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PREFACE TO 2005 IOWA CODE

The 2005 Iowa Code is published pursuant to Code chapter 2B. Its form is substantially the same as the
2003 Iowa Code, and it includes the permanent enactments of the 2003 and 2004 sessions of the Eightieth
General Assembly or of an earlier session if the effective date of the enactments was delayed. Except as
otherwise indicated in the text or in a footnote, the new sections, amendments, and repealswere effective
onor before July1, 2004. See the2004 IowaActs or earlier session enactments to determine specific effec-
tive dates not shown.

CODE VOLUMES AND ARRANGEMENTS. The 2005 Code is published in six textual volumes and one
Tables and Index volume. A Skeleton and Popular Name Index printed on pink paper appears at the end
of each volume. The Table of Contents on page v enumerates the titles and subtitles found in the Code,
and each volume contains an Analysis by Titles, Subtitles, and Chapters for that volume.

EDITORIAL DECISIONS. If multiple amendments were enacted to a section or part of a section, all
changes thatwere duplicative or otherwise did not appear to conflict were harmonized as required under
Code sections 2B.13 and 4.11. If multiple amendments conflicted, a strike or repeal prevailed over an
amendment to the samematerial. Ifmultiple amendmentswere irreconcilable, the amendment thatwas
last in the Act or latest in date of enactment was codified as provided in Code sections 2B.13 and 4.8.
At the end of Volume VI are Code Editor’s Notes which explain the major editorial decisions relating to
enactments of the 2004 sessions. The Code Editor’s Notes relating to enactments of the 2003 sessions ap-
pear at the end of the 2003 Code Supplement. Code section 2B.13 governs the ongoing revision of gender
references, authorizes other editorial changes, and provides for the effective date of editorial changes.

HISTORIES. Bracketedmaterial at the end ofmanyCode sections traces the history of the subjectmat-
ter of those sections up through 1982. Beginning with the 1985 Code, that form of section history was not
updated. An amendment to or enactment of a section which occurred during or after the 1983 legislative
session is indicated by the addition of an Acts citation at the end of the section. If a section is transferred
to a new location, the section history will indicate the Code or Code Supplement in which the transfer took
place.

CONSTITUTIONS. A codified version of the 1857 Constitution of the State of Iowa, as well as the origi-
nal version, is included with the introductory material at the beginning of Volume I.

TABLES. The tables appear at the beginning of the index volume which is entitled “Tables and Index.”

COMMENTS. The editorial staff of the Iowa Code welcomes comments and suggestions for improve-
ments.

Dennis C. Prouty, Director Leslie E. W. Hickey
Legislative Services Agency Iowa Code Editor

Richard L. Johnson Joanne R. Page
Legal Services Division Director Deputy Iowa Code Editor

ORDERSFORLEGALPUBLICATIONS, INCLUDINGTHECODE, SHOULDBEDIRECTEDTO
THE LEGISLATIVE SERVICES AGENCY:

LEGISLATIVE SERVICES AGENCY
STATE CAPITOL

ROOM G01
DES MOINES, IOWA 50319
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DESIGNATION OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY

CITATIONS

OFFICIAL STATUTES

§2.2, nilnil, §2.2

2.2 Designation of general assembly.
Each regular session of the general assembly

shall be designated by the year in which it con-
venes and by a number with a new consecutive
number assigned with the session beginning in
each odd-numbered year.
A special session of the general assembly shall

be designated as an extraordinary session in the
particular year of a numbered general assembly.

2B.17 Citations — official statutes.
1. The permanent and official printed versions

of the Iowa Codes and Code Supplements pub-
lished subsequent to the adjournment of the 1982
regular session of the Sixty-ninth General Assem-
bly shall be known andmay be cited as “IowaCode
chapter (or section) . . . . ”, or “Iowa Code Supple-
ment chapter (or section) . . . . ”, inserting the ap-
propriate chapter or section number. If the year of
edition is needed, itmay be inserted before or after
the words “Iowa Code” or “Iowa Code Supple-
ment”. In Iowa publications, the word “Iowa”may
be omitted if the meaning is clear.
2. The session laws of each general assembly

shall be known as “Acts of the . . . . General As-
sembly, . . . . Session, Chapter (or File No.) . . . . ,
Section . . . . ” (inserting the appropriate num-
bers) and shall be cited as “. . . . Iowa Acts, chap-
ter . . . . , section . . . . ” (inserting the appropriate
year, chapter, and section number).
3. The official printed versions of the Iowa

Code, Iowa Code Supplement, and Iowa Acts pub-
lished under authority of the state are the only au-

thoritative publications of the statutes of this
state. Other publications of the statutes of the
state shall not be cited in the courts or in the re-
ports or rules of the courts. The Iowa Code editor
is the custodian of the official printed versions of
the Iowa Code, Iowa Code Supplement, and Iowa
Acts and may attest to and authenticate any por-
tion of those official printed versions for purposes
of admitting a portion of the official printed ver-
sion in any court or office of any state, territory, or
possession of the United States or in a foreign ju-
risdiction.
4. The Iowa administrative code and the Iowa

administrative bulletin shall be cited as provided
in section 17A.6.
5. The printed version of the Iowa administra-

tive code is the permanent publication of adminis-
trative rules in this state and the Iowa adminis-
trative bulletin and the Iowa administrative code
published pursuant to chapter 17A are the official
publications of the administrative rules of this
state, and are the only authoritative publications
of the administrative rules of this state. Other
publications of the administrative rules of this
state shall not be cited in the courts or in the re-
ports or rules of the courts. The Iowa administra-
tive code editor is the custodian of the official
printed versions of the Iowa administrative code
and the Iowa administrative bulletin and may at-
test to and authenticate any portion of those offi-
cial printed versions for purposes of admitting a
portion of the official printed version in any court
or office of any state, territory, or possession of the
United States or in a foreign jurisdiction.

Chapters of the Code are cited as whole numerals; as chapter 124 or chapter 124A.
Sections are cited as decimal numerals; as section 124.401 or section 124A.3. Occasionally, sections are divided into subsections

as 1., 2., 3., etc.; subsections into paragraphs a, b, c, etc.; paragraphs into subparagraphs as (1), (2), (3), etc.; and subparagraphs into
subparagraph subdivisions as (a), (b), (c), etc. Example: section 124.401, subsection 1, paragraph “a”, subparagraph (2), subpara-
graph subdivision (a). This may be abbreviated as 124.401(1)(a)(2)(a) or 124.401[1a(2)(a)].
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102 Fire scenes — authority 1205. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

SUBTITLE 6. BUILDING CODES

103 Reserved
103A State building code 1206. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
104 Reserved
104A Accessibility for persons with disabilities 1216. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776
[Literal reprint of the Declaration of Independence as it appears

in the Revised Statutes of the United States, 1878]

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen
united States of America.

When in theCourse of humanevents, it becomes
necessary for one people to dissolve the political
bands which have connected them with another,
and to assume among the Powers of the earth, the
separate and equal station to which the Laws of
Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that
they should declare the causes which impel them
to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all

men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit
of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Govern-
ments are instituted among Men, deriving their
just powers from the consent of the governed, That
whenever any Form of Government becomes de-
structive of these ends, it is the Right of the People
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Gov-
ernment, laying its foundation on such principles
and organizing its powers in such form, as to them
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and
Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that
Governments long established should not be
changed for light and transient causes; and ac-
cordingly all experience hath shown, that man-
kind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing
the forms towhich they are accustomed. Butwhen
a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing
invariably the same Object evinces a design to re-
duce them under absolute Despotism it is their
right, it is their duty, to throw off such Govern-
ment, and to provide new Guards for their future
security. — Such has been the patient sufferance
of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity
which constrains them to alter their former Sys-
tems of Government. The history of the present
King of Great Britian is a history of repeated inju-
ries and usurpations, all having in direct object
the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over
these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted
to a candid world.
He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most

wholesome and necessary for the public good.
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of

immediate and pressing importance, unless sus-
pended in their operation till his Assent should be
obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly
neglected to attend to them.

Hehas refused to pass otherLaws for the accom-
modation of large districts of people, unless those
people would relinquish the right of Representa-
tion in theLegislature, a right inestimable to them
and formidable to tyrants only.
He has called together legislative bodies at

places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from
the depository of their Public Records, for the sole
purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with
his measures.
He has dissolved Representative Houses re-

peatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his in-
vasions on the rights of the people.
He has refused for a long time, after such dis-

solutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby
the Legislative Powers, incapable of Annihilation,
have returned to the People at large for their exer-
cise; the State remaining in the mean time ex-
posed to all the dangers of invasion from without,
and convulsions within.
He has endeavoured to prevent the population

of these States; for that purpose obstructing the
Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to
pass others to encourage their migration hither,
and raising the conditions of new Appropriations
of Lands.
He has obstructed the Administration of Jus-

tice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establish-
ing Judiciary Powers.
He has made Judges dependent on his Will

alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the
amount and payment of their salaries.
He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and

sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our
People, and eat out their substance.
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Stand-

ing Armies without the Consent of our legislature.
He has affected to render the Military indepen-

dent of and superior to the Civil Power.
He has combined with others to subject us to a

jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unac-
knowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their
acts of pretended Legislation:
For quartering large bodies of armed troops

among us:
For protecting them, by amock Trial, from Pun-

ishment for any Murders which they should com-
mit on the Inhabitants of these States:
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the

world:
For imposing taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits

of Trial by Jury:
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For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for
pretended offenses:
For abolishing the free System of English Laws

in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein
an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its
Boundaries so as to render it at once an example
and fit instrument for introducing the same abso-
lute rule into these Colonies:
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our

most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally
the Forms of our Government:
For suspending our own Legislature, and de-

claring themselves invested with Power to legis-
late for us in all cases whatsoever.
He has abdicated Government here, by declar-

ing us out of his Protection and waging War
against us.
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts,

burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our
people.
He is at this time transporting large armies of

foreign mercenaries to compleat the works of
death, desolation and tyranny, already begunwith
circumstances of Cruelty& perfidy scarcely paral-
leled in the most barbarous ages, and totally un-
worthy the Head of a civilized nation.
He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken

captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against
their Country, to become the executioners of their
friends andBrethren, or to fall themselves by their
Hands.
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst

us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabit-
ants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Sav-
ages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistin-
guished destruction of all ages, sexes and condi-
tions.
In every stage of these Oppressions We have

Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms:
Our repeated Petitions have been answered only
by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is
thus marked by every act which may define a Ty-
rant is unfit to be the ruler of a free People.
Nor have We been wanting in attention to our

Brittish brethren. We have warned them from
time to time of attempts by their legislature to ex-
tend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We
have reminded them of the circumstances of our
emigration and settlement here. We have ap-
pealed to their native justice and magnanimity,
and we have conjured them by the ties of our com-
mon kindred to disavow these usurpations, which,
would inevitably interrupt our connections and
correspondence. They too have been deaf to the
voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must,
therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which de-
nounces ourSeparation, andhold them,aswehold
the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace
Friends.
We, therefore, the Representatives of the united

States of America, in General Congress, As-
sembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the

world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the
Name, andbyAuthority of the goodPeople of these
Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That
theseUnitedColonies are, and ofRight ought to be
Free and Independent States; that they are Ab-
solved from all Allegiance to the British Crown,
and that all political connection between themand
the State ofGreatBritian is and ought to be totally
dissolved; and that as Free and Independent
States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude
Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which Inde-
pendent States may of right do. And for the sup-
port of thisDeclaration,with a firmreliance on the
Protection of Divine Providence, we mutually
pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and
our sacred Honor.

JOHN HANCOCK.

New Hampshire. — JOSIAH BARTLETT, WM.

WHIPPLE, MATTHEW THORNTON.

Massachusetts Bay. — SAML. ADAMS, JOHN

ADAMS, ROBT. TREAT PAINE, ELBRIDGE GERRY.

Rhode Island.—STEP.HOPKINS,WILLIAMELLERY.

Connecticut. — ROGER SHERMAN, SAMEL.

HUNTINGTON, WM. WILLIAMS, OLIVER WOLCOTT.

New York. — WM. FLOYD, PHIL. LIVINGSTON,

FRANS. LEWIS, LEWIS MORRIS.

New Jersey. — RICHD. STOCKTON, JNO.

WITHERSPOON,FRANS.HOPKINSON, JOHNHART,ABRA.

CLARK.

Pennsylvania.—ROBT.MORRIS,BENJAMINRUSH,

BENJA.FRANKLIN,JOHNMORTON,GEO.CLYMER,JAS.
SMITH, GEO. TAYLOR, JAMES WILSON, GEO. ROSS.

Delaware. — CEASAR RODNEY, GEO. READ, THO.

M’KEAN.

Maryland. — SAMUEL CHASE, WM. PACA, THOS.

STONE, CHARLES CARROLL of Carrollton.

Virginia. — GEORGE WYTHE, RICHARD HENRY

LEE, TH. JEFFERSON, BENJA. HARRISON, THOS.

NELSON, JR., FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE, CARTER

BRAXTON.

North Carolina.—WM.HOOPER, JOSEPHHEWES,

JOHN PENN.

South Carolina. — EDWARD RUTLEDGE, THOS.

HEYWARD, JUNR., THOMAS LYNCH, JUNR., ARTHUR

MIDDLETON.

Georgia. — BUTTON GWINNETT, LYMAN HALL,

GEO. WALTON.
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ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

[Adopted by the Congress of the United States November 15, 1777,
and submitted for ratification to the several states.

Ratification consummated and proclaimed March 1, 1781.]

PREAMBLE.

ARTICLE I. Style of confederacy.

ARTICLE II. Each state retains all powers not ex-
pressly delegated to congress.

ARTICLE III. Obligations and purposes of the
league of the states.

ARTICLE IV. Freedom of intercourse between the
states— surrender of fugitives from justice—
records, acts and judicial proceedings of
courts to be received with full faith and credit
by other states.

ARTICLEV. Congress—howorganized andmain-
tained — each state to have one vote — privi-
leges of delegates.

ARTICLE VI. No state may send embassies or
make treaties — persons holding office not to
accept presents, emoluments or titles from
foreign states — nor shall titles of nobility be
granted—no two ormore states tomake trea-
ties without consent of congress — no state
duties to interfere with foreign treaties — re-
striction upon naval armaments and military
forces—militia—armsandmunitions—war
powers limited and defined.

ARTICLE VII. Military appointments.

ARTICLE VIII. Equalization of war charges and
expenses for the common defence — based

upon the value of land and improvements
thereon — taxes to be levied by states.

ARTICLE IX. Powers of congress — declaring
peace andwar—entering into treaties—cap-
tures and prizes — letters of marque and
reprisal — courts for trial of piracies and
felonies on high seas — appeals in case of
captures — differences between states —
mode of choosing commissioners or judges —
private right of soil claimedunder two ormore
states — coining money — weights and mea-
sures — Indian affairs — post routes — army
— navy — committee of the states — other
committees — civil officers — president —
public expenses—borrowingmoney—bills of
credit — land and naval forces — quotas
based on a census — states to raise and equip
men at expense of United States — enumera-
tion of measures requiring the assent of a
majority of the states— adjournments of con-
gress— journals—copies of proceedings to be
furnished to states if desired.

ARTICLEX. Powers of the committee of the states.

ARTICLE XI. Canada allowed to join the Union—
other colonies to require the assent of nine
states.

ARTICLE XII. United States pledged for payment
of bills of credit and borrowed moneys.

ARTICLE XIII. States bound by decisions of con-
gress — union to be perpetual — changes in
articles to be agreed to by every state— ratifi-
cation and pledge.

[Literal reprint of the articles of confederation as they appear in the
Revised Statutes of the United States, 1878.]

To all to whom these Presents shall come, we the
undersigned Delegates of the States affixed to
our Names send greeting.

Whereas the Delegates of the United States of
America in Congress assembled did on the fif-
teenth day of November in the Year of our Lord
One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy

seven, and in the SecondYear of the Independence
of America agree to certain articles of Confedera-
tion and perpetual Union between the States of
Newhampshire, Massachusetts-bay, Rhodeisland
and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New
York,NewJersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware,Mary-
land, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina
and Georgia in the Words following, viz.



xxARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

“Articles of Confederation andperpetualUnion be-
tween the States of Newhampshire, Massa-
chusetts-bay, Rhodeisland, and Providence
Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, New-
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland,
Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina
and Georgia.

Article I. The stile of this confederacy shall be
“The United States of America.”

Article II. Each State retains its sovereignty,
freedom and independence, and every power, ju-
risdiction and right, which is not by this confed-
eration expressly delegated to the United States,
in Congress assembled.

Article III. The said States hereby severally
enter into a firm league of friendship with each
other, for their common defence, the security of
their liberties, and their mutual and general wel-
fare, binding themselves to assist each other,
against all force offered to, or attacks made upon
them, or any of them, on account of religion, sover-
eignty, trade, or any other pretence whatever.

Article IV. The better to secure andperpetuate
mutual friendship and intercourse among the
people of the different States in this Union, the
free inhabitants of each of these States, paupers,
vagabonds and fugitives from justice excepted,
shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities
of free citizens in the several States; and the
people of each State shall have free ingress and re-
gress to and from any other State, and shall enjoy
therein all the privileges of trade and commerce,
subject to the same duties, impositions and re-
strictions as the inhabitants thereof respectively,
provided that such restrictions shall not extend so
far as to prevent the removal of property imported
into any State, to any other State of which the
owner is an inhabitant; provided also that no im-
position, duties or restriction shall be laid by any
State, on the property of the United States, or ei-
ther of them.
If any person guilty of, or charged with treason,

felony, or other high misdemeanor in any State,
shall flee from justice, and be found in any of the
United States, he shall upon demand of theGover-
nor or Executive power, of the State fromwhich he
fled, be delivered up and removed to the State hav-
ing jurisdiction of his offence.
Full faith and credit shall be given in each of

these States to the records, acts and judicial pro-
ceedings of the courts and magistrates of every
other State.

Article V. For the more convenient manage-
ment of the general interests of the United States,
delegates shall be annually appointed in such
manner as the legislature of each State shall di-

rect, to meet in Congress on the first Monday in
November, in every year, with a power reserved to
each State, to recall its delegates, or any of them,
at any time within the year, and to send others in
their stead, for the remainder of the year.
No State shall be represented in Congress by

less than two, nor by more than seven members;
and no person shall be capable of being a delegate
for more than three years in any term of six years;
nor shall any person, being a delegate, be capable
of holding any office under the United States, for
which he, or another for his benefit receives any
salary, fees or emolument of any kind.
Each State shall maintain its own delegates in

a meeting of the States, and while they act as
members of the committee of the States.
In determining questions in the United States,

in Congress assembled, each State shall have one
vote.
Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall

not be impeached or questioned in any court, or
place out of Congress, and the members of Con-
gress shall be protected in their persons from ar-
rests and imprisonments, during the time of their
going to and from, and attendance on Congress,
except for treason, felony, or breach of the peace.

Article VI. No State without the consent of the
United States in Congress assembled, shall send
any embassy to, or receive any embassy from, or
enter into any conference, agreement, alliance or
treaty with any king, prince or state; nor shall any
person holding any office of profit or trust under
the United States, or any of them, accept of any
present, emolument, office or title of any kind
whatever from any king, prince or foreign state;
nor shall the United States in Congress as-
sembled, or any of them, grant any title of nobility.
No two or more States shall enter into any

treaty, confederation or alliance whatever be-
tween them, without the consent of the United
States in Congress assembled, specifying accu-
rately the purposes for which the same is to be en-
tered into, and how long it shall continue.
No State shall lay any imposts or duties, which

may interferewithany stipulations in treaties, en-
tered into by the United States in Congress as-
sembled, with any king, prince or state, in pur-
suance of any treaties already proposed by Con-
gress, to the courts of France and Spain.
No vessels of war shall be kept up in time of

peace by any State, except such number only, as
shall be deemed necessary by the United States in
Congress assembled, for the defence of such State,
or its trade; nor shall any body of forces be kept up
by any State, in time of peace, except such number
only, as in the judgment of the United States, in
Congress assembled, shall be deemed requisite to
garrison the forts necessary for the defence of such
State; but every State shall always keep up a well
regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently
armed and accoutered, and shall provide and
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constantly have ready for use, in public stores, a
due number of field pieces and tents, and a proper
quantity of arms, ammunition and camp equi-
page.
No State shall engage in any war without the

consent of the United States in Congress as-
sembled, unless such State be actually invaded by
enemies, or shall have received certain advice of a
resolution being formed by some nation of Indians
to invade such State, and the danger is so immi-
nent as not to admit of a delay, till the United
States in Congress assembled can be consulted:
nor shall any State grant commissions to any
ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque or re-
prisal, except it be after a declaration ofwar by the
United States in Congress assembled, and then
only against the kingdom or state and the subjects
thereof, against which war has been so declared,
andunder such regulations as shall be established
by the United States in Congress assembled, un-
less such State be infested by pirates, in which
case vessels of war may be fitted out for that occa-
sion, andkept so longas the danger shall continue,
or until the United States in Congress assembled
shall determine otherwise.

Article VII. When land-forces are raised by
any State for the common defence, all officers of or
under the rank of colonel, shall be appointed by
the Legislature of each State respectively by
whom such forces shall be raised, or in such man-
ner as such State shall direct, and all vacancies
shall be filled up by the State which first made the
appointment.

Article VIII. All charges of war, and all other
expenses that shall be incurred for the common
defence or general welfare, and allowed by the
United States in Congress assembled, shall be
defrayed out of a common treasury, which shall be
supplied by the several States, in proportion to the
value of all land within each State, granted to or
surveyed for any person, as such land and the
buildings and improvements thereon shall be esti-
mated according to such mode as the United
States in Congress assembled, shall from time to
time direct and appoint.
The taxes for paying that proportion shall be

laid and levied by the authority and direction of
the Legislatures of the several States within the
time agreed upon by the United States in Con-
gress assembled.

Article IX. The United States in Congress as-
sembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right
and power of determining on peace and war, ex-
cept in the cases mentioned in the sixth article —
of sending and receiving ambassadors — entering
into treaties and alliances, provided that no treaty
of commerce shall bemadewhereby the legislative
power of the respective States shall be restrained
from imposing such imposts andduties on foreign-

ers, as their own people are subjected to, or from
prohibiting the exportation or importation of any
species of goods or commodities whatsoever — of
establishing rules for deciding in all cases, what
captures on land or water shall be legal, and in
what manner prizes taken by land or naval forces
in the service of the United States shall be divided
or appropriated — of granting letters of marque
and reprisal in times of peace— appointing courts
for the trial of piracies and felonies committed on
the high seas and establishing courts for receiving
and determining finally appeals in all cases of cap-
tures, provided that no member of Congress shall
be appointed a judge of any of said courts.
The United States in Congress assembled, shall

also be the last resort on appeal in all disputes and
differences now subsisting or that hereafter may
arise between two or more States concerning
boundary, jurisdiction or any other cause whatev-
er; which authority shall always be exercised in
themanner following.Whenever the legislative or
executive authority or lawful agent of any State in
controversy with another shall present a petition
to Congress, stating the matter in question and
praying for a hearing, notice thereof shall be given
by order of Congress to the legislative or executive
authority of the other State in controversy, and a
day assigned for the appearance of the parties by
their lawful agents, who shall then be directed to
appoint by joint consent, commissioners or judges
to constitute a court for hearing and determining
the matter in question: but if they cannot agree,
Congress shall name three persons out of each of
the United States, and from the list of such per-
sons each party shall alternately strike out one,
the petitioners beginning, until the number shall
be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not
less than seven, normore thannine names asCon-
gress shall direct, shall in the presence of Con-
gress be drawn out by lot, and the persons whose
names shall be so drawn or any five of them, shall
be commissioners or judges, to hear and finally de-
termine the controversy, so always as amajor part
of the judges who shall hear the cause shall agree
in the determination: and if either party shall ne-
glect to attendat the dayappointed,without show-
ing reasons,whichCongress shall judge sufficient,
or being present shall refuse to strike, the Con-
gress shall proceed to nominate three persons out
of each State, and the Secretary of Congress shall
strike in behalf of such party absent or refusing;
and the judgment and sentence of the court to be
appointed, in the manner before prescribed, shall
be final and conclusive; and if any of the parties
shall refuse to submit to the authority of such
court, or to appear or defend their claim or cause,
the court shall nevertheless proceed to pronounce
sentence, or judgment, which shall in likemanner
be final and decisive, the judgment or sentence
and other proceedings being in either case trans-
mitted to Congress, and lodged among the acts of
Congress for the security of the parties concerned:
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provided that every commissioner, before he sits
in judgment, shall take an oath to be administered
by one of the judges of the supreme or superior
court of the State where the cause shall be tried,
“well and truly to hear and determine the matter
in question, according to the best of his judgment,
without favour, affection or hope of reward:” pro-
vided also that no State shall be deprived of terri-
tory for the benefit of the United States.
All controversies concerning the private right

of soil claimed under different grants of two or
more States, whose jurisdiction as they may re-
spect such lands, and the States which passed
such grants are adjusted, the said grants or either
of them being at the same time claimed to have
originated antecedent to such settlement of juris-
diction, shall on the petition of either party to the
Congress of the United States, be finally deter-
mined as near as may be in the same manner as
is before prescribed for deciding disputes respect-
ing territorial jurisdiction between different
States.
The United States in Congress assembled shall

also have the sole and exclusive right and power of
regulating the alloy and value of coin struck by
their own authority, or by that of the respective
States. — fixing the standard of weights andmea-
sures throughout the United States. — regulating
the trade and managing all affairs with the In-
dians, not members of any of the States, provided
that the legislative right of any State within its
own limits be not infringed or violated — estab-
lishing and regulating post-offices from one State
to another, throughout all the United States, and
exacting such postage on the papers passing thro’
the same as may be requisite to defray the ex-
penses of the said office — appointing all officers
of the land forces, in the service of the United
States, excepting regimental officers — appoint-
ing all the officers of the naval forces, and commis-
sioning all officers whatever in the service of the
United States—making rules for the government
and regulation of the said land and naval forces,
and directing their operations.
The United States in Congress assembled shall

have authority to appoint a committee, to sit in the
recess of Congress, to be denominated “a Commit-
tee of the States,” and to consist of one delegate
from each State; and to appoint such other com-
mittees and civil officers as may be necessary for
managing the general affairs of the United States
under their direction — to appoint one of their
number to preside, provided that no person be al-
lowed to serve in the office of president more than
one year in any term of three years; to ascertain
the necessary sums of money to be raised for the
service of the United States, and to appropriate
and apply the same for defraying the public ex-
penses — to borrow money, or emit bills on the
credit of the United States, transmitting every
half year to the respective States an account of the
sums of money so borrowed or emitted, — to build

and equip a navy — to agree upon the number of
land forces, and to make requisitions from each
State for its quota, in proportion to the number of
white inhabitants in such State; which requisition
shall be binding, and thereupon the Legislature of
each State shall appoint the regimental officers,
raise the men and cloath, arm and equip them in
a soldier likemanner, at the expense of theUnited
States; and the officers and men so cloathed,
armed and equipped shall march to the place ap-
pointed, and within the time agreed on by the
United States in Congress assembled: but if the
United States in Congress assembled shall, on
consideration of circumstances judge proper that
any State should not raise men, or should raise a
smaller number than its quota, and that any other
State should raise a greater number of men than
the quota thereof, such extra number shall be
raised, officered, cloathed, armed and equipped in
the same manner as the quota of such State, un-
less the legislature of such State shall judge that
such extra number cannot be safely spared out of
the same, in which case they shall raise officer,
cloath, arm and equip as many of such extra num-
ber as they judge canbe safely spared.And the offi-
cers and men so cloathed, armed and equipped,
shall march to the place appointed, andwithin the
time agreed on by the United States in Congress
assembled.
The United States in Congress assembled shall

never engage in a war, nor grant letters of marque
and reprisal in time of peace, nor enter into any
treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate
the value thereof, nor ascertain the sums and ex-
penses necessary for the defence and welfare of
the United States, or any of them, nor emit bills,
nor borrow money on the credit of the United
States, nor appropriatemoney, nor agree upon the
number of vessels of war, to be built or purchased,
or the number of land or sea forces to be raised, nor
appoint a commander in chief of the army or navy,
unless nine States assent to the same: nor shall a
question on any other point, except for adjourn-
ment fromday to day be determined, unless by the
votes of a majority of the United States in Con-
gress assembled.
The Congress of the United States shall have

power to adjourn to any time within the year, and
to any place within the United States, so that no
period of adjournment be for a longer duration
than the space of sixmonths, and shall publish the
journal of their proceedings monthly, except such
parts thereof relating to treaties, alliances ormili-
tary operations, as in their judgment require se-
cresy; and the yeas and nays of the delegates of
each State on any question shall be entered on the
journal,when it is desiredby anydelegate; and the
delegates of a State, or any of them, at his or their
request shall be furnished with a transcript of the
said journal, except such parts as are above ex-
cepted, to lay before theLegislatures of the several
States.
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Article X. The committee of the States, or any
nine of them, shall be authorized to execute, in the
recess of Congress, such of the powers of Congress
as the United States in Congress assembled, by
the consent of nine States, shall from time to time
think expedient to vest them with; provided that
no power be delegated to the said committee, for
the exercise of which, by the articles of confedera-
tion, the voice of nine States in the Congress of the
United States assembled is requisite.

Article XI. Canada acceding to this confedera-
tion, and joining in the measures of the United
States, shall be admitted into, and entitled to all
the advantages of this Union: but no other colony
shall be admitted into the same, unless such ad-
mission be agreed to by nine States.

Article XII. All bills of credit emitted, monies
borrowedanddebts contractedby, or under the au-
thority of Congress, before the assembling of the
United States, in pursuance of the present confed-
eration, shall be deemed and considered as a
charge against theUnitedStates, for payment and
satisfaction whereof the said United States, and
the public faith are hereby solemnly pledged.

Article XIII. Every State shall abide by the de-
terminations of the United States in Congress as-
sembled, on all questions which by this confedera-
tion are submitted to them.And the articles of this
confederation shall be inviolably observed by ev-
ery State, and the Union shall be perpetual; nor

shall any alteration at any time hereafter bemade
in any of them; unless such alteration be agreed to
in a Congress of the United States, and be after-
wards confirmed by the Legislatures of every
State.
And whereas it has pleased the Great Governor

of the world to incline the hearts of the Legisla-
tureswe respectively represent inCongress, to ap-
prove of, and to authorize us to ratify the said ar-
ticles of confederation and perpetual union. Know
ye that we the undersigned delegates, by virtue of
the power and authority to us given for that pur-
pose, do by these presents, in the name and in be-
half of our respective constituents, fully and en-
tirely ratify and confirm each and every of the said
articles of confederation and perpetual union, and
all and singular the matters and things therein
contained: and we do further solemnly plight and
engage the faith of our respective constituents,
that they shall abide by the determinations of the
United States in Congress assembled, on all ques-
tions, which by the said confederation are sub-
mitted to them. And that the articles thereof shall
be inviolably observed by the States we re[s]pec-
tively represent, and that the Union shall be per-
petual.

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our
hands in Congress. Done at Philadelphia in the
State of Pennsylvania the ninth day of July in
the year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and seventy-eight, and in the third
year of the independence of America.

On the part & behalf of the State of New Hampshire.
JOSIAH BARTLETT, JOHN WENTWORTH, JUNR.,

August 8th, 1778.
On the part and behalf of the State of Massachusetts Bay.

JOHN HANCOCK, FRANCIS DANA,

SAMUEL ADAMS, JAMES LOVELL,

ELBRIDGE GERRY, SAMUEL HOLTEN.

On the part and behalf of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.
WILLIAM ELLERY, JOHN COLLINS.

HENRY MARCHANT,

On the part and behalf of the State of Connecticut.
ROGER SHERMAN, TITUS HOSMER,

SAMUEL HUNTINGTON, ANDREW ADAMS.

OLIVER WOLCOTT,

On the part and behalf of the State of New York.
JAS. DUANE, WM. DUER,

FRA. LEWIS, GOUV. MORRIS.

On the part and in behalf of the State of New Jersey, Novr. 26, 1778.
JNO. WITHERSPOON, NATHL. SCUDDER.

On the part and behalf of the State of Pennsylvania.
ROBT. MORRIS, WILLIAM CLINGAN,

DANIEL ROBERDEAU, JOSEPH REED, 22d July, 1778.
JONA. BAYARD SMITH,

On the part & behalf of the State of Delaware.
THO. M’KEAN, Feby. 12, 1779, NICHOLAS VAN DYKE.

JOHN DICKINSON, May 5th, 1779,
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On the part and behalf of the State of Maryland.
JOHN HANSON, March 1, 1781, DANIEL CARROLL, Mar. 1, 1781.

On the part and behalf of the State of Virginia.
RICHARD HENRY LEE, JNO. HARVIE,

JOHN BANISTER, FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE.

THOMAS ADAMS,

On the part and behalf of the State of No. Carolina.
JOHN PENN, July 21st, 1778, JNO. WILLIAMS.

CORNS. HARTNETT,

On the part & behalf of the State of South Carolina.
HENRY LAURENS, RICHD. HUTSON,

WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON, THOS. HEYWARD, JUNR.

JNO. MATHEWS,

On the part & behalf of the State of Georgia.
JNO. WALTON, 24th July, 1778, EDWD. LANGWORTHY.

EDWD. TELFAIR,
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AUTHENTICATION OF RECORDS

Section 2B.12, subsection 6, paragraph “e”, requires that each official publication
of the Code shall contain the laws of the United States relating

to the authentication of records.

Pursuant to that requirement the following laws of the United States
are published.

AUTHENTICATION OF RECORDS
[28 U.S.C. § 1738, 1739]

§ 1738. State and Territorial statutes and judicial proceedings;

full faith and credit

The Acts of the legislature of any State, Territo-
ry, or Possession of the United States, or copies
thereof, shall be authenticated by affixing the seal
of such State, Territory or Possession thereto.
The records and judicial proceedings of any

court of any such State, Territory or Possession, or
copies thereof, shall be proved or admitted in other
courts within theUnited States and its Territories
andPossessions by the attestation of the clerk and
seal of the court annexed, if a seal exists, together
with a certificate of a judge of the court that the
said attestation is in proper form.
Such Acts, records and judicial proceedings or

copies thereof, so authenticated, shall have the
same full faith and credit in every court within the
United States and its Territories and Possessions
as they have by law or usage in the courts of such
State, Territory or Possession fromwhich they are
taken.

§ 1739. State and Territorial nonjudicial records; full faith and

credit

All nonjudicial records or books kept in any pub-

lic office of any State, Territory, or Possession of
the United States, or copies thereof, shall be
proved or admitted in any court or office in any
other State, Territory, or Possession by the at-
testation of the custodian of such records or books,
and the seal of his office annexed, if there be a seal,
together with a certificate of a judge of a court of
record of the county, parish, or district in which
such office may be kept, or of the Governor, or sec-
retary of state, the chancellor or keeper of the
great seal, of the State, Territory, or Possession
that the said attestation is in due form and by the
proper officers.
If the certificate is given by a judge, it shall be

further authenticatedby the clerk or prothonotary
of the court, who shall certify, under his hand and
the seal of his office, that such judge is duly com-
missionedandqualified; or, if givenby suchGover-
nor, secretary, chancellor, or keeper of the great
seal, it shall be under the great seal of the State,
Territory, or Possession in which it is made.
Such records or books, or copies thereof, so au-

thenticated, shall have the same full faith and
credit in every court and office within the United
States and its Territories and Possessions as they
have by law or usage in the courts or offices of the
State, Territory, or Possession fromwhich they are
taken.

See also Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 44, 28 U.S.C. app., and Federal
Rule of Criminal Procedure 27, 18 U.S.C. app.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

[Recommended by the convention of the states to congress on September 17, 1787,
and by it submitted on September 28, 1787, to the states for ratification,

which, by the concurrence of nine states, was consummated and
proclaimed, and, on March 4, 1789, the government commenced

operations under the new constitution.]

PREAMBLE.

ARTICLE I. — LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. The congress.
2. House of representatives —

composition — term — electors.
Qualifications of members.
Apportionment — direct taxes —
census — ratio — present
representation.

Elections to fill vacancies.
Officers — power of impeachment.

3. Senate — composition — term.
Classes — vacancies, how filled.
Qualifications of senators.
Vice-president as presiding officer.
Other officers — president pro
tempore.

Impeachments.
Judgment in impeachment cases.

4. Elections for senators and
representatives.

Meetings of congress.
5. Each house to judge of its own

elections — quorum —
compulsory attendance.

Rules — punishment of members —
expulsion.

Journals of proceedings.
Adjournments of congress.

6. Compensation of members —
privileges — freedom of debate.

Holding other offices.
7. Origin of bills for revenue.

Bills — executive approval — veto.
Repassing bills after veto.

8. Powers of congress — collection of
taxes — duties — imposts —
excises — debts — general
welfare.

Borrowing money.
Regulation of commerce — Indian
trade.

Naturalization — bankruptcies.
Coinage — weights and measures.
Counterfeiting.
Post offices and post roads.

Patents — copyrights —
trade-marks.

Inferior courts.
Piracies — offences against the law
of nations.

War powers.
Support of armies — limitation.
Maintenance of navy.
Rules for land and naval forces.
Calling forth militia.
Organization of militia —
appointments.

Authority over seat of government.
Incidental powers.

9. Powers denied to congress —
importation of slaves.

Writ of habeas corpus.
Attainder — ex post facto laws.
Capitation or direct taxes.
Export duties.
Preference to ports — duties on
vessels.

Appropriations — public accounts.
Titles of nobility and presents from
foreign powers.

10. Certain powers denied to states
enumerated.

Imposts and duties.
Tonnage duties — troops —
compacts — war.

ARTICLE II. — EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. Executive power vested in president
— term.

Presidential electors.
Election of president.
Date of election.
Qualifications of president.
Removal from office — vacancy.
Salary of president.
Oath of president.

2. Commander in chief — pardons.
Treaties — appointing power.
Vacancies in office.

3. Messages to congress — other duties.
4. Impeachment of president and other

officers.
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ARTICLE III. — JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. Judicial power, how vested —
tenure and compensation of
judges.

2. Jurisdiction of federal courts.
Original and appellate jurisdiction.
Trial by jury — place of trial.

3. Treason.

ARTICLE IV. — RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE

STATES.

SEC. 1. Faith and credit — public acts and
records.

2. Citizens — privileges and
immunities.

Fugitives from justice.
Fugitives from labor.

3. Admission of new states.
Government of territories.

4. Form of state government.

ARTICLE V. — MODE OF AMENDMENT.

Methods enumerated.

ARTICLE VI. — OBLIGATIONS OF DEBTS — SUPREME LAW

— OATH OF OFFICE.

Debts under confederation.
Constitution, laws and treaties of
the United States supreme.

Oath of office — religious test
forbidden.

ARTICLE VII. — RATIFICATION.

Constitution may be ratified by
concurrence of nine states.

AMENDMENTS

1. Religion — freedom of speech — petition.
2. Militia — right to bear arms.
3. Quartering soldiers.
4. Searches and seizures.
5. Rights of persons — indictments — double

jeopardy — self-incrimination —
due process — eminent domain.

6. Rights of persons accused of crime.
7. Jury trials in civil cases.
8. Excessive bail — punishment for crime.
9. Rights retained by people.
10. Powers reserved to the states.
11. Suits against states.
12. Election of president and vice-president.
13. Slavery.
14. Rights of citizens.

SEC. 1. Citizenship — equal rights and
protection — due process.

2. Representatives —
apportionment.

3. Disqualification of officers —
removal of disability.

4. Public debt.
5. Enforcement.

15. Right of citizens to vote.
16. Income taxes.
17. Election of senators by the people.
18. Prohibition of intoxicating liquors.
19. Right of citizens to vote.
20. Terms of president, vice-president, and

congress.
21. Repeal of prohibition amendment.
22. Limitation on presidential terms.
23. Presidential electors in District of Columbia.
24. Poll tax prohibited.
25. Presidential succession.
26. Voting age.
27. Compensation of members of Congress.

[Literal reprint of the constitution of the United States as it appears in
Senate Document No. 96, Sixty-Seventh Congress, Second Session.]

We the people of the United States, in Order to
form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, in-
sure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common
defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure
the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Pos-
terity, do ordain and establish this Constitution
for the United States of America.

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, ART. I, §2ART. I §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

ARTICLE I.

SECTION. 1. All legislative Powers herein
granted shall be vested in aCongress of theUnited
States, which shall consist of a Senate and House
of Representatives.

ART. I, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATESCONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, ART. I, §2

SECTION. 2. The House of Representatives
shall be composed of Members chosen every sec-
ond Year by the People of the several States, and
theElectors in eachState shall have theQualifica-
tions requisite for Electors of the most numerous
Branch of the State Legislature.
No Person shall be a Representative who shall

not have attained to the Age of twenty five Years,
and been seven Years a Citizen of the United
States, and who shall not, when elected, be an In-
habitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.
Representatives and direct Taxes shall be ap-

portioned among the several States which may be
included within this Union, according to their re-
spective Numbers, which shall be determined by
adding to the whole Number of free Persons, in-
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cluding those bound to Service for a Term of Years,
and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all
other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be
made within three Years after the first Meeting of
the Congress of the United States, and within ev-
ery subsequent Term of ten Years, in suchManner
as they shall by Law direct. TheNumber of Repre-
sentatives shall not exceed one for every thirty
Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one
Representative; and until such enumeration shall
be made, the State of NewHampshire shall be en-
titled to chuse three Massachusetts eight, Rhode-
Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecti-
cut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, Pennsyl-
vania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia
ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and
Georgia three.
When vacancies happen in the Representation

from any State, the Executive Authority thereof
shall issueWrits of Election to fill such Vacancies.
The House of Representatives shall chuse their

Speaker andotherOfficers; and shall have the sole
Power of Impeachment.

§Section. 3., nilnil, §Section. 3.

SECTION. 3. The Senate of the United States
shall be composed of two Senators from each
State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six
Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote.
Immediately after they shall be assembled in

Consequence of the first Election, they shall be di-
vided as equally as may be into three Classes. The
Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be va-
cated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the
second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year,
and of the thirdClass at theExpiration of the sixth
Year, so that one thirdmay be chosen every second
Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or
otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of
anyState, theExecutive thereofmaymake tempo-
rary Appointments until the next Meeting of the
Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies.
No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have

attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine
Years aCitizen of theUnited States, andwho shall
not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State
for which he shall be chosen.
The Vice President of the United States shall be

President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote,
unless they be equally divided.
The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and

also a President pro tempore, in theAbsence of the
Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Of-
fice of President of the United States.
The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all

Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose,
they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the
President of the United States is tried the Chief
Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be con-
victedwithout theConcurrence of two thirds of the
Members present.
Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not

extend further than to removal from Office, and
disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of
honor, Trust or Profit under theUnited States: but
the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable
and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and
Punishment, according to Law.

§Section. 4., nilnil, §Section. 4.

SECTION. 4. The Times, Places and Manner of
holding Elections for Senators and Representa-
tives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Leg-
islature thereof: but the Congressmay at any time
by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as
to the Places of chusing Senators.
The Congress shall assemble at least once in ev-

ery Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first
Monday inDecember, unless they shall by Lawap-
point a different Day.

§Section. 5., nilnil, §Section. 5.

SECTION. 5. Each House shall be the Judge of
the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its
ownMembers, and aMajority of each shall consti-
tute aQuorum to do Business; but a smaller Num-
ber may adjourn from day to day, and may be au-
thorized to compel the Attendance of absentMem-
bers, in suchManner, and under such Penalties as
each House may provide.
EachHousemay determine the Rules of its Pro-

ceedings, punish itsMembers for disorderlyBeha-
viour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, ex-
pel a Member.
Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceed-

ings, and from time to time publish the same, ex-
cepting such Parts as may in their Judgment re-
quire Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Mem-
bers of either House on any question shall, at the
Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered on
the Journal.
Neither House, during the Session of Congress,

shall, without theConsent of the other, adjourn for
more than three days, nor to any other Place than
that in which the two Houses shall be sitting.

§Section. 6., nilnil, §Section. 6.

SECTION. 6. The Senators andRepresentatives
shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to
be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Trea-
sury of the United States. They shall in all Cases,
except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace,
be privileged fromArrest during their Attendance
at the Session of their respective Houses, and in
going to and returning from the same; and for any
Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not
be questioned in any other Place.
No Senator or Representative shall, during the

Time forwhich hewas elected, be appointed to any
civil Office under the Authority of the United
States, which shall have been created, or the
Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased
during such time; and no Person holding any Of-
fice under the United States, shall be aMember of
either House during his Continuance in Office.
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§Section. 7., nilnil, §Section. 7.

SECTION. 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall
originate in the House of Representatives; but the
Senate may propose or concur with Amendments
as on other Bills.
Every Bill which shall have passed the House of

Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it
become a Law, be presented to the President of the
United States; if he approve he shall sign it, but if
not he shall return it, with his Objections to that
House in which it shall have originated, who shall
enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and
proceed to reconsider it. If after suchReconsidera-
tion two thirds of that House shall agree to pass
the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objec-
tions, to the otherHouse, bywhich it shall likewise
be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of
that House, it shall become a Law. But in all such
Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be deter-
mined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the
Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be en-
tered on the Journal of each House respectively. If
any Bill shall not be returned by the President
within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall
have been presented to him, the Same shall be a
Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless
the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its
Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law.
Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the

Concurrence of theSenate andHouse ofRepresen-
tatives may be necessary (except on a question of
Adjournment) shall be presented to the President
of the United States; and before the Same shall
take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being dis-
approved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds
of the Senate and House of Representatives, ac-
cording to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in
the Case of a Bill.

§Section. 8., nilnil, §Section. 8.

SECTION. 8. The Congress shall have Power To
layand collect Taxes,Duties, Imposts andExcises,
to pay the Debts and provide for the common De-
fence and general Welfare of the United States;
but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uni-
form throughout the United States;
To borrow Money on the credit of the United

States;
To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations,

and among the several States, andwith the Indian
Tribes;
To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization,

and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies
throughout the United States;
To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and

of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights
and Measures;
To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting

the Securities and current Coin of the United
States;
To establish Post Offices and post Roads;
To promote the Progress of Science and useful

Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and

Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective
Writings and Discoveries;
To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme

Court;
To define and punish Piracies and Felonies com-

mitted on the high Seas, and Offences against the
Law of Nations;
To declareWar, grant Letters ofMarque andRe-

prisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on
Land and Water;
To raise and support Armies, but no Appropri-

ation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer
Term than two Years;
To provide and maintain a Navy;
To make Rules for the Government and Regula-

tion of the land and naval Forces;
To provide for calling forth theMilitia to execute

theLaws of theUnion, suppress Insurrections and
repel Invasions;
To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplin-

ing the Militia, and for governing such Part of
them as may be employed in the Service of the
United States, reserving to the States respective-
ly, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Au-
thority of training theMilitia according to the dis-
cipline prescribed by Congress;
To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases

whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten
Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular
States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become
the Seat of the Government of the United States,
and to exercise like Authority over all Places pur-
chased by the Consent of the Legislature of the
State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection
of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and
other needful Buildings; — And
To make all Laws which shall be necessary and

proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United States,
or in any Department or Officer thereof.

ART. I, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATESCONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, ART. I, §9

SECTION. 9. The Migration or Importation of
such Persons as any of the States now existing
shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited
by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand
eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be
imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten
dollars for each Person.
The Privilege of theWrit ofHabeasCorpus shall

not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebel-
lion or Invasion the public Safety may require it.
No Bill of Attainder or expost facto Law shall be

passed.
No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid,

unless in Proportion to the Census or Enumera-
tion herein before directed to be taken.
NoTax orDuty shall be laid onArticles exported

from any State.
No Preference shall be given by any Regulation

of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State
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over those of another: nor shall Vessels bound to,
or from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay
Duties in another.
NoMoney shall be drawn from theTreasury, but

in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law;
and a regular Statement and Account of the Re-
ceipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall
be published from time to time.
No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the

United States: And no Person holding any Office
of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the
Consent of the Congress, accept of any present,
Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kindwhatever,
from any King, Prince, or foreign State.

§Section. 10., nilnil, §Section. 10.

SECTION. 10. No State shall enter into any
Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters
of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of
Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a
Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of At-
tainder, expost facto Law, or Law impairing the
Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of No-
bility.
No State shall, without the Consent of the Con-

gress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Ex-
ports, exceptwhatmaybeabsolutelynecessary for
executing its inspection Laws: and the net Pro-
duce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State
on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the
Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws
shall be subject to theRevision andControul of the
Congress.
No State shall, without the Consent of Con-

gress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or
Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any
Agreement or Compact with another State, or
with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless ac-
tually invaded, or in such imminentDanger aswill
not admit of delay.

§Section. 1., nilnil, §Section. 1.

ARTICLE. II.

SECTION. 1. The executive Power shall be
vested in aPresident of theUnitedStates ofAmer-
ica.He shall holdhisOffice during theTermof four
Years, and, together with the Vice President, cho-
sen for the same Term, be elected, as follows
Each State shall appoint, in suchManner as the

Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Elec-
tors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and
Representatives to which the State may be en-
titled in theCongress: but noSenator orRepresen-
tative, or Person holding anOffice of Trust or Prof-
it under the United States, shall be appointed an
Elector.
The Electors shall meet in their respective

States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of
whomone at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the
same State with themselves. And they shall make
a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Num-

ber ofVotes for each;whichList they shall signand
certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Gov-
ernment of theUnitedStates, directed to thePres-
ident of the Senate. The President of the Senate
shall, in the Presence of the Senate and House of
Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the
Votes shall then be counted. The Person having
the greatest Number of Votes shall be the Presi-
dent, if such Number be a Majority of the whole
Number of Electors appointed; and if there be
more than one who have such Majority, and have
an equal Number of Votes, then the House of Rep-
resentatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot
one of them for President; and if no Person have a
Majority, then from the five highest on the List the
said House shall in like Manner chuse the Presi-
dent. But in chusing the President, the Votes shall
be taken by States, the Representation from each
State having one Vote; A quorum for this Purpose
shall consist of a Member or Members from two
thirds of theStates, andaMajority of all theStates
shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after
the Choice of the President, the Person having the
greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be
the Vice President. But if there should remain two
or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall
chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President.
The Congress may determine the Time of chus-

ing the Electors, and the Day on which they shall
give their Votes; which Day shall be the same
throughout the United States.
No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a

Citizen of the United States, at the time of the
Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to
theOffice ofPresident; neither shall anyPersonbe
eligible to that Office who shall not have attained
the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen
Years a Resident within the United States.
InCase of the Removal of the President fromOf-

fice, or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability to
discharge thePowers andDuties of the saidOffice,
the Same shall devolve on the Vice President, and
the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of
Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of
the President and Vice President, declaring what
Officer shall then act as President, and such Offi-
cer shall act accordingly, until theDisability be re-
moved, or a President shall be elected.
The President shall, at stated Times, receive for

his Services, a Compensation, which shall neither
be encreased nor diminished during the Period for
which he shall have been elected, and he shall not
receive within that Period any other Emolument
from the United States, or any of them.
Before he enter on theExecution of hisOffice, he

shall take the following Oath or Affirmation: — “I
do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully
execute the Office of President of the United
States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve,
protect and defend the Constitution of the United
States.”
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§Section. 2., nilnil, §Section. 2.

SECTION. 2. The President shall be Command-
er in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United
States, and of the Militia of the several States,
when called into the actual Service of the United
States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of
the principal Officer in each of the executive De-
partments, upon any Subject relating to the Du-
ties of their respective Offices, and he shall have
Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Of-
fenses against the United States, except in Cases
of Impeachment.
He shall havePower, by andwith theAdvice and

Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided
two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he
shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and
Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassa-
dors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges
of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the
United States, whose Appointments are not here-
in otherwise provided for, and which shall be es-
tablished by Law: but the Congress may by Law
vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as
they think proper, in the President alone, in the
Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.
The President shall have Power to fill up all Va-

cancies that may happen during the Recess of the
Senate, by granting Commissions which shall ex-
pire at the End of their next Session.

§Section. 3., nilnil, §Section. 3.

SECTION. 3. He shall from time to time give to
the Congress Information of the State of the
Union, and recommend to their Consideration
suchMeasures as he shall judge necessary and ex-
pedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, con-
vene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case
of Disagreement between them, with Respect to
the Time of Adjournment, hemay adjourn them to
such Time as he shall think proper; he shall re-
ceive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he
shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully execut-
ed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the
United States.

§Section. 4., nilnil, §Section. 4.

SECTION. 4. The President, Vice President and
all civil Officers of the United States, shall be re-
moved from Office on Impeachment for, and Con-
viction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes
and Misdemeanors.

§Section. 1., nilnil, §Section. 1.

ARTICLE. III.

SECTION. 1. The judicial Power of the United
States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and
in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from
time to time ordain and establish. The Judges,
both of the supreme and inferiorCourts, shall hold
their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at
stated Times, receive for their Services, a Com-
pensation, which shall not be diminished during
their Continuance in Office.

§Section. 2., nilnil, §Section. 2.

SECTION. 2. The judicial Power shall extend to
all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this
Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and
Treaties made, or which shall be made, under
their Authority;— to all Cases affectingAmbassa-
dors, other public Ministers and Consuls; — to all
Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction; —
to Controversies to which the United States shall
be a Party; — to Controversies between two or
more States; — between a State and Citizens of
another State; — between Citizens of different
States, — between Citizens of the same State
claiming Lands under Grants of different States,
and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and
foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.
In allCases affectingAmbassadors, other public

Ministers andConsuls, and those inwhich a State
shall be Party, the supremeCourt shall have origi-
nal Jurisdiction. In all the otherCases beforemen-
tioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate
Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such
Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the
Congress shall make.
The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Im-

peachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall
be held in the State where the said Crimes shall
have been committed; but when not committed
within any State, the trial shall be at such Place or
Places as the Congressmay by Law have directed.

§Section. 3., nilnil, §Section. 3.

SECTION. 3. Treasonagainst theUnitedStates,
shall consist only in levying War against them, or
in adhering to their Enemies, giving themAid and
Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason
unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the
same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.
The Congress shall have Power to declare the

Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of Trea-
son shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture
except during the Life of the Person attainted.

§Section. 1., nilnil, §Section. 1.

ARTICLE. IV.

SECTION. 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be giv-
en in eachState to thepublicActs,Records, and ju-
dicial Proceedings of every other State. And the
Congressmay by general Laws prescribe theMan-
ner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings
shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.

ART. IV, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATESCONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, ART. IV, §2

SECTION. 2. The Citizens of each State shall be
entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citi-
zens in the several States.
A Person charged in any State with Treason,

Felony, or otherCrime,who shall flee fromJustice,
and be found in another State, shall on Demand of
the executiveAuthority of the State fromwhich he
fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State
having Jurisdiction of the Crime.
No Person held to Service or Labour in one

State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into
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another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Reg-
ulation therein, be discharged from such Service
orLabour, but shall be delivereduponClaimof the
Party towhomsuchService or Labourmay be due.

§Section. 3., nilnil, §Section. 3.

SECTION. 3. New States may be admitted by
the Congress into this Union; but no new State
shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction
of any other State; nor any State be formed by the
Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States,
without the Consent of the Legislatures of the
States concerned as well as of the Congress.
TheCongress shall have Power to dispose of and

make all needful Rules and Regulations respect-
ing the Territory or other Property belonging to
the United States; and nothing in this Constitu-
tion shall be so construed as to Prejudice any
Claims of the United States, or of any particular
State.

§Section. 4., nilnil, §Section. 4.

SECTION. 4. The United States shall guarantee
to every State in this Union a Republican Form of
Government, and shall protect each of them
against Invasion; and on Application of the Legis-
lature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature
cannot be convened) against domestic Violence.

ARTICLE. V.

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both
Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose
Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Ap-
plication of the Legislatures of two thirds of the
several States, shall call a Convention for propos-
ing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be
valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this
Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of
three fourths of the several States, or by Conven-
tions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the oth-
er Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the
Congress: Provided that no Amendment which
may bemade prior to the Year One thousand eight
hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the
first and fourthClauses in theNinthSection of the
first Article; and that no State, without its Con-
sent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the
Senate.

ARTICLE. VI.

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered
into, before the Adoption of this Constitution,
shall be as valid against the United States under
this Constitution, as under the Confederation.
This Constitution, and the Laws of the United

States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof;
and all Treatiesmade, or which shall bemade, un-
der theAuthority of theUnitedStates, shall be the
supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every
State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the
Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary

notwithstanding.
The Senators and Representatives before men-

tioned, and the Members of the several State Leg-
islatures, and all executive and judicial Officers,
both of theUnitedStates and of the several States,
shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support
this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever
be required as aQualification to anyOffice or pub-
lic Trust under the United States.

ARTICLE. VII.

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine
States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment of
this Constitution between the States so ratifying
the Same.

Done in Convention by the Unanimous Con-
sent of the States present the Seventeenth
Day of September in the Year of our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven
and of the Independence of the United States
of America the Twelfth. In Witness whereof
We have hereunto subscribed our Names,

Attest WILLIAM JACKSON GoWASHINGTON–
Secretary Presidt

and deputy from Virginia

New ( JOHN LANGDON

Hampshire ( NICHOLAS GILMAN

Massachusetts ( NATHANIEL GORHAM

( RUFUS KING

Connecticut ( Wm SAM
l JOHNSON

( ROGER SHERMAN

New York ( ALEXANDER HAMILTON

( WIL: LIVINGSTON

New Jersey ( DAVID BREARLEY.

( Wm
. PATERSON.

( JONA: DAYTON.

( B FRANKLIN

( THOMAS MIFFLIN

( ROB
t MORRIS

Pennsylvania ( GEO. CLYMER

( THO
s FITZSIMONS

( JARED INGERSOLL

( JAMES WILSON

( GOUV MORRIS

( GEO: READ

( GUNNING BEDFORD jun
Delaware ( JOHN DICKINSON

( RICHARD BASSETT

( JACO: BROOM

( JAMES MCHENRY

Maryland ( DAN OF St THO
s JENIFER

( DAN
l CAROLL
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Virginia ( JOHN BLAIR–
( JAMES MADISON JR.

( Wm BLOUNT

North Carolina ( RICH
d DOBBS SPAIGHT.

( HU WILLIAMSON

( J. RUTLEDGE

South Carolina ( CHARLES COTESWORTH

PINCKNEY

( CHARLES PINCKNEY

( PIERCE BUTLER.

Georgia ( WILLIAM FEW

( ABR BALDWIN

In Convention Monday, September 17th 1787.

Present

The States of
NewHampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Mr

Hamilton fromNewYork, New Jersey, Pennsylva-
nia, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caroli-
na, South Carolina and Georgia, Resolved,
That the preceeding Constitution be laid before

the United States in Congress assembled, and
that it is the Opinion of this Convention, that it
should afterwards be submitted to aConvention of
Delegates, chosen in each State by the People
thereof, under the Recommendation of its Legisla-
ture, for their Assent and Ratification; and that
each Convention assenting to, and ratifying the
Same, should give Notice thereof to the United
States in Congress assembled.
Resolved, That it is the Opinion of this Conven-
tion, that as soonas theConventions of nineStates
shall have ratified this Constitution, the United
States in Congress assembled should fix a Day on
which Electors should be appointed by the States
which shall have ratified the same, and a day on
which the Electors should assemble to vote for the
President, and the Time and Place for commenc-
ing Proceedings under this Constitution. That af-
ter such Publication the Electors should be ap-
pointed and the Senators and Representatives
elected: That the Electors should meet on the Day
fixed for the Election of the President, and should
transmit their Votes certified, signed, sealed and
directed, as the Constitution requires, to the Sec-
retary of the United States in Congress as-
sembled, that the Senators and Representatives
should convene at the Time and Place assigned;
that the Senators should appoint a President of
the Senate, for the sole Purpose of receiving, open-
ing and counting the Votes for President; and, that
after he shall be chosen, the Congress, together
with thePresident, should,withoutDelay, proceed
to execute this Constitution.
By the Unanimous Order of the Convention.

Go WASHINGTON Presidt.
W. JACKSON Secretary.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.

AMENDMENT 1.

Congress shall make no law respecting an es-
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting the free ex-
ercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.

AMENDMENT 2.

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the
security of a free State, the right of the people to
keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

AMENDMENT 3.

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered
in any house, without the consent of the Owner,
nor in time ofwar, but in amanner to be prescribed
by law.

AMENDMENT 4.

The right of the people to be secure in their per-
sons, houses, papers, and effects, against unrea-
sonable searches and seizures, shall not be vio-
lated, and noWarrants shall issue, but upon prob-
able cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and
particularly describing the place to be searched,
and the persons or things to be seized.

AMENDMENT 5.

No person shall be held to answer for a capital,
or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a present-
ment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in
cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the
Militia, when in actual service in time of War or
public danger; nor shall any person be subject for
the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life
or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal
case to be a witness against himself, nor be de-
prived of life, liberty, or property, without due pro-
cess of law; nor shall private property be taken for
public use, without just compensation.

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, AMENDMENTS 1 - 7AMENDMENTS 7 - 14, CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

AMENDMENT 6.

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an
impartial jury of theState anddistrictwherein the
crime shall have been committed, which district
shall have beenpreviously ascertained by law, and
to be informed of the nature and cause of the ac-
cusation; to be confronted with the witnesses
against him; to have compulsory process for ob-
taining witnesses in his favor, and to have the As-
sistance of Counsel for his defence.

AMENDMENT 7.

In suits at common law, where the value in con-
troversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of
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trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried
by a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any
Court of the United States, than according to the
rules of the common law.

AMENDMENT 8.

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor exces-
sive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punish-
ments inflicted.

AMENDMENT 9.

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain
rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage
others retained by the people.

AMENDMENT 10.

The powers not delegated to the United States
by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the
States, are reserved to the States respectively, or
to the people.

The first ten amendmentswere proposed byCongress to the legislatures
of the several states on September 25, 1789, and were ratified by all of the
states, except Connecticut, Georgia and Massachusetts, before the end of
the year 1791, thereby becoming a part of the organic law, pursuant to the
fifth article of the original constitution.

AMENDMENT 11.

The Judicial power of the United States shall
not be construed to extend to any suit in law or eq-
uity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the
United States by Citizens of another State, or by
Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign State.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures of
the several states onMarch 4, 1794, and was, in a message of the president
to Congress January 8, 1798, declared to have been duly ratified by the leg-
islatures of three-fourths of the states.

AMENDMENT 12.

The Electors shall meet in their respective
states and vote by ballot for President and Vice-
President, one ofwhom, at least, shall not be an in-
habitant of the same state with themselves; they
shall name in their ballots the person voted for as
President, and in distinct ballots the person voted
for as Vice-President, and they shallmake distinct
lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all
persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the
number of votes for each, which lists they shall
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of
the government of the United States, directed to
the President of the Senate; — The President of
the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and
House of Representatives, open all the certificates
and the votes shall then be counted;—The person
having the greatest number of votes for President,
shall be the President, if such number be a major-
ity of the whole number of Electors appointed; and
if no person have suchmajority, then from the per-
sons having the highest numbers not exceeding

three on the list of those voted for as President, the
House of Representatives shall choose immediate-
ly, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the
President, the votes shall be taken by states, the
representation from each state having one vote; a
quorum for this purpose shall consist of amember
or members from two-thirds of the states, and a
majority of all the states shall be necessary to a
choice. And if the House of Representatives shall
not choose a President whenever the right of
choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth
day of March next following, then the Vice-Presi-
dent shall act as President, as in the case of the
deathor other constitutional disability of thePres-
ident. — The person having the greatest number
of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-Presi-
dent, if such number be a majority of the whole
number of Electors appointed, and if no person
have a majority, then from the two highest num-
bers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-
President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist
of two-thirds of thewhole number of Senators, and
amajority of the whole number shall be necessary
to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligi-
ble to the office of President shall be eligible to that
of Vice-President of the United States.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures of
the several states on December 12, 1803, in lieu of the original third para-
graph of the first section of the second article, and was proclaimed by the
secretary of state on September 25, 1804, to have been duly ratified.

§Section 1., nilnil, §Section 1.

AMENDMENT 13.

SECTION 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude, except as a punishment for crime
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted,
shall exist within the United States, or any place
subject to their jurisdiction.

§Section 2., nilnil, §Section 2.

SECTION 2. Congress shall have power to en-
force this article by appropriate legislation.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures of
the several states onFebruary 1, 1865, andwas proclaimed by the secretary
of state on December 18, 1865, to have been duly ratified.

§Section 1., nilnil, §Section 1.

AMENDMENT 14.

SECTION 1. All persons born or naturalized in
the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction
thereof, are citizens of theUnitedStates and of the
State wherein they reside. No state shall make or
enforce any lawwhich shall abridge the privileges
or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor
shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty,
or property, without due process of law; nor deny
to any person within its jurisidiction the equal
protection of the laws.

§Section 2., nilnil, §Section 2.

SECTION 2. Representatives shall be appor-
tioned among the several States according to their
respective numbers, counting the whole number
of persons in each State, excluding Indians not
taxed. But when the right to vote at any election
for the choice of electors for President and Vice
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President of theUnitedStates, Representatives in
Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a
State, or the members of the Legislature thereof,
is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such
State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens
of the United States, or in any way abridged, ex-
cept for participation in rebellion, or other crime,
the basis of representation therein shall be re-
duced in the proportion which the number of such
male citizens shall bear to the whole number of
male citizens twenty-one years of age in such
State.

§Section 3., nilnil, §Section 3.

SECTION 3. No person shall be a Senator or
Representative in Congress, or elector of Presi-
dent and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or
military, under the United States, or under any
State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a
member of Congress, or as an officer of the United
States, or as a member of any State legislature, or
as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to
support the Constitution of the United States,
shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion
against the same, or given aid or comfort to the en-
emies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-
thirds of each House, remove such disability.

§Section 4., nilnil, §Section 4.

SECTION4. Thevalidity of the public debt of the
United States, authorized by law, including debts
incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for
services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion,
shall not be questioned. But neither the United
States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt
or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or re-
bellion against the United States, or any claim for
the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such
debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal
and void.

§Section 5., nilnil, §Section 5.

SECTION 5. The Congress shall have power to
enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions
of this article.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures of
the several states on June 16, 1866, and was proclaimed by the secretary of
state on July 28, 1868, to have been duly ratified.

§Section 1., nilnil, §Section 1.

AMENDMENT 15.

SECTION 1. The right of citizens of the United
States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by
the United States or by any State on account of
race, color, or previous condition of servitude.

§Section 2., nilnil, §Section 2.

SECTION 2. The Congress shall have power to
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures of
the several states on February 27, 1869, and was proclaimed by the secre-
tary of state on March 30, 1870, to have been duly ratified.

AMENDMENT 16.

TheCongress shall have power to lay and collect
taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived,
without apportionment among the several States,
andwithout regard to any census or enumeration.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures of
the several states on July 12, 1909, and was proclaimed by the secretary of
state on February 25, 1913, to have been duly ratified.

AMENDMENT 17.

The Senate of the United States shall be com-
posed of two Senators from each State, elected by
the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator
shall have one vote. The electors in each State
shall have the qualifications requisite for electors
of the most numerous branch of the State legisla-
tures.
Whenvacancies happen in the representation of

any State in the Senate, the executive authority of
such State shall issue writs of election to fill such
vacancies: Provided, That the legislature of any
State may empower the executive thereof to make
temporary appointments until the people fill the
vacancies by electionas the legislaturemaydirect.
This amendment shall not be so construed as to

affect the election or term of any Senator chosen
before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures of
the several states on May 16, 1912, and was proclaimed by the secretary of
state on May 31, 1913, to have been duly ratified.

§Section 1., nilnil, §Section 1.

AMENDMENT 18.

SECTION 1. After one year from the ratification
of this article the manufacture, sale, or trans-
portation of intoxicating liquors within, the im-
portation thereof into, or the exportation thereof
from the United States and all territory subject to
the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is
hereby prohibited.

§Sec. 2., nilnil, §Sec. 2.

SEC. 2. The Congress and the several States
shall have concurrent power to enforce this article
by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENTS 20 - 23, CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATESCONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, AMENDMENTS 14 - 19

SEC. 3. This article shall be inoperative unless
it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
Constitution by the legislatures of the several
States, as provided in the Constitution, within
seven years from the date of the submission hereof
to the States by the Congress.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures of
the several states on December 17, 1917, and was proclaimed by the acting
secretary of state on January 29, 1919, to have been duly ratified.

Repealed by amendment 21, December 5, 1933.

AMENDMENT 19.

The right of citizens of the United States to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any State on account of sex.
Congress shall have power to enforce this article

by appropriate legislation.
The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures of

the several states on June 5, 1919, and was proclaimed by the secretary of
state on August 26, 1920, to have been duly ratified.
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AMENDMENT 20.

SECTION1. The termsof thePresident andVice
President shall end at noon on the 20th day of Jan-
uary, and the terms of Senators and Representa-
tives at noon on the 3d day of January, of the years
in which such terms would have ended if this ar-
ticle had not been ratified; and the terms of their
successors shall then begin.

§Sec. 2., nilnil, §Sec. 2.

SEC. 2. The Congress shall assemble at least
once in every year, and suchmeeting shall begin at
noon on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by
law appoint a different day.

§Sec. 3., nilnil, §Sec. 3.

SEC. 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of
the term of the President, the President elect shall
have died, the Vice President elect shall become
President. If a President shall not have been cho-
sen before the time fixed for the beginning of his
term, or if the President elect shall have failed to
qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as
President until a President shall have qualified;
and the Congress may by law provide for the case
wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice Presi-
dent elect shall have qualified, declaringwho shall
then act as President, or the manner in which one
who is to act shall be selected, and such person
shall act accordingly until a President or Vice
President shall have qualified.

§Sec. 4., nilnil, §Sec. 4.

SEC. 4. The Congress may by law provide for
the case of the death of any of the persons from
whom the House of Representatives may choose a
President whenever the right of choice shall have
devolved upon them, and for the case of the death
of any of the persons from whom the Senate may
choose a Vice President whenever the right of
choice shall have devolved upon them.

§Sec. 5., nilnil, §Sec. 5.

SEC. 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the
15th day of October following the ratification of
this article.

§Sec. 6., nilnil, §Sec. 6.

SEC. 6. This article shall be inoperative unless
it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of
the several States within seven years from the
date of its submission.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures of
the several states on March 8, 1932, and was proclaimed by the secretary
of state on February 6, 1933, to have been duly ratified.

§Section 1., nilnil, §Section 1.

AMENDMENT 21.

SECTION 1. The eighteenth article of amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States is
hereby repealed.

§Sec. 2., nilnil, §Sec. 2.

SEC. 2. The transportation or importation into
any State, Territory, or possession of the United

States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating
liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby
prohibited.

§Sec. 3., nilnil, §Sec. 3.

SEC. 3. This article shall be inoperative unless
it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
Constitution by conventions in the several States,
as provided in the Constitution, within seven
years from the date of the submission hereof to the
States by the Congress.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the several states
on February 21, 1933, for ratification by convention, andwas proclaimed by
the acting secretary of state onDecember 5, 1933, to havebeen duly ratified.

§Section 1., nilnil, §Section 1.

AMENDMENT 22.

SECTION 1. No person shall be elected to the of-
fice of the President more than twice, and no per-
son who has held the office of President, or acted
as President, for more than two years of a term to
which some other person was elected President
shall be elected to the office of the President more
than once. But this Article shall not apply to any
person holding the office of President when this
Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall
not prevent any personwhomay be holding the of-
fice of President, or actingasPresident, during the
term within which this Article becomes operative
from holding the office of President or acting as
President during the remainder of such term.

§Section 2., nilnil, §Section 2.

SECTION2. This article shall be inoperativeun-
less it shall have been ratified as an amendment
to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-
fourths of the several States within seven years
from the date of its submission to the States by the
Congress.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures of
the several states on March 24, 1947, and was proclaimed by the adminis-
trator of general services on March 1, 1951, to have been duly ratified.

§Section 1., nilnil, §Section 1.

AMENDMENT 23.

SECTION 1. The District constituting the seat
of the Government of the United States shall ap-
point in such manner as the Congress may direct:
Anumber of electors of President andVice-Pres-

ident equal to the whole number of Senators and
Representatives in Congress to which the District
would be entitled if it were a State, but in no event
more than the least populous State; they shall be
in addition to those appointed by the States, but
they shall be considered, for the purposes of the
election of President and Vice-President, to be
electors appointed by a State; and they shall meet
in the District and perform such duties as pro-
vided by the twelfth article of amendment.

§Sec. 2., nilnil, §Sec. 2.

SEC. 2. The Congress shall have the power to
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures of
the several states on June 16, 1960, andwas proclaimed by the administra-
tor of general services on March 29, 1961, to have been duly ratified.
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§Section 1., nilnil, §Section 1.

AMENDMENT 24.

SECTION 1. The right of citizens of the United
States to vote in any primary or other election for
President or Vice President, for electors for Presi-
dent or Vice President, or for Senator or Represen-
tative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged
by theUnited States or any State by reason of fail-
ure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

§Sec. 2., nilnil, §Sec. 2.

SEC. 2. The Congress shall have power to en-
force this article by appropriate legislation.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures of
the several states on August 27, 1962, and was proclaimed by the adminis-
trator of general services on February 4, 1964, to have been duly ratified.

§Section 1., nilnil, §Section 1.

AMENDMENT 25.

SECTION 1. In case of the removal of the Presi-
dent from office or of his death or resignation, the
Vice President shall become President.

§Sec. 2., nilnil, §Sec. 2.

SEC. 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the of-
fice of the Vice President, the President shall nom-
inate a Vice President who shall take office upon
confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of
Congress.

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, AMENDMENTS 23-27nil, §Sec. 3.

SEC. 3. Whenever the President transmits to
the President pro tempore of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives his writ-
ten declaration that he is unable to discharge the
powers and duties of his office, and until he trans-
mits to them awritten declaration to the contrary,
such powers and duties shall be discharged by the
Vice President as Acting President.

§Sec. 4., nilnil, §Sec. 4.

SEC. 4. Whenever theVice President and ama-
jority of either the principal officers of the execu-
tive departments or of such other body as Con-
gress may by law provide, transmit to the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives their written decla-
ration that the President is unable to discharge
the powers and duties of his office, the Vice Presi-
dent shall immediately assume the powers and
duties of the office as Acting President.
Thereafter, when the President transmits to the

President pro tempore of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives his writ-
ten declaration that no inability exists, he shall re-
sume the powers and duties of his office unless the
Vice President and a majority of either the princi-
pal officers of the executive department or of such
other body as Congressmay by law provide, trans-
mit within four days to the President pro tempore
of the Senate and the Speaker of theHouse of Rep-
resentatives their written declaration that the
President is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office. Thereupon Congress shall de-
cide the issue, assembling within forty-eight
hours for that purpose if not in session. If the Con-
gress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the
latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not in
session, within twenty-one days after Congress is
required to assemble, determines by two-thirds
vote of bothHouses that the President is unable to
discharge the powers and duties of his office, the
Vice President shall continue to discharge the
same as Acting President; otherwise, the Presi-
dent shall resume the powers and duties of his of-
fice.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures of
the several states on July 6, 1965, andwas proclaimed by the administrator
of general services on February 23, 1967, to have been duly ratified.

§Section 1., nilnil, §Section 1.

AMENDMENT 26.

SECTION 1. The right of citizens of the United
States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to
vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any State on account of age.

§Sec. 2., nilnil, §Sec. 2.

SEC. 2. The Congress shall have power to en-
force this article by appropriate legislation.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures of
the several states on January 21, 1971, and proclaimed by the administra-
tor of general services on July 5, 1971, to have been duly ratified.

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, AMENDMENTS 23-CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, AMENDMENTS 24 - 27

AMENDMENT 27.

No law, varying the compensation for the ser-
vices of the Senators and Representatives, shall
take effect, until an election of Representatives
shall have intervened.

The above amendment was submitted to the several states pursuant to
a resolution passed by the firstCongress of theUnitedStates, at its first ses-
sion, onSeptember 25, 1789, andwas certified by theArchivist of theUnited
States on May 19, 1992, 57 Fed. Reg. 21187.
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1857 CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA — CODIFIED

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)

[This version of the Constitution incorporates into the original
document all amendments adopted through the 1998 general election and

omits certain provisions apparently superseded or obsolete. The
footnote following an amended section is the latest action only. See

the original Constitution for the original text and
amendments in chronological order.

This codified version generally adopts the rules for
capitalization and punctuation used in drafting legislation.]

PREAMBLE.

Boundaries.

ARTICLE I. — BILL OF RIGHTS.

SEC. 1. Rights of persons.
2. Political power.
3. Religion.
4. Religious test — witnesses.
5. Dueling. [Repealed]
6. Laws uniform.
7. Liberty of speech and press.
8. Personal security — searches and

seizures.
9. Right of trial by jury — due process

of law.
10. Rights of persons accused.
11. When indictment necessary —

grand jury.
12. Twice tried — bail.
13. Habeas corpus.
14. Military.
15. Quartering soldiers.
16. Treason.
17. Bail — punishments.
18. Eminent domain — drainage

ditches and levees.
19. Imprisonment for debt.
20. Right of assemblage — petition.
21. Attainder — ex post facto law —

obligation of contract.
22. Resident aliens.
23. Slavery — penal servitude.
24. Agricultural leases.
25. Rights reserved.

ARTICLE II. — RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE.

SEC. 1. Electors.
2. Privileged from arrest.
3. From military duty.
4. Persons in military service.

5. Disqualified persons.
6. Ballot.
7. General election.

ARTICLE III. — OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS.

SEC. 1. Departments of government.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. General assembly.
2. Annual sessions of general

assembly — special sessions.
3. Representatives.
4. Qualifications.
5. Senators — qualifications.
6. Senators — number and

classification.
7. Officers — elections determined.
8. Quorum.
9. Authority of the houses.

10. Protest — record of vote.
11. Privileged from arrest.
12. Vacancies.
13. Doors open.
14. Adjournments.
15. Bills.
16. Executive approval — veto — item

veto by governor.
17. Passage of bills.
18. Receipts and expenditures.
19. Impeachment.
20. Officers subject to impeachment —

judgment.
21. Members not appointed to office.
22. Disqualification.
23. Failure to account.
24. Appropriations.
25. Compensation and expenses of

general assembly.
26. Time laws to take effect.
27. Divorce.
28. Lotteries. [Repealed]



xxxix CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)

29. Acts — one subject — expressed in
title.

30. Local or special laws — general and
uniform — boundaries of counties.

31. Extra compensation — payment of
claims — appropriations for local
or private purposes.

32. Oath of members.
33. Census. [Repealed]
34. Senate and house of representatives

— limitation.
35. Senators and representatives —

number and districts.
36. Review by supreme court.
37. Congressional districts.
38. Elections by general assembly.

38A. Municipal home rule.
39. Legislative districts.

39A. Counties home rule.
40. Nullification of administrative

rules.

ARTICLE IV. — EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. Governor.
2. Election and term.
3. Governor and lieutenant governor

elected jointly — returns of
elections.

4. Election by general assembly in
case of tie — succession by
lieutenant governor.

5. Contested elections.
6. Eligibility.
7. Commander in chief.
8. Duties of governor.
9. Execution of laws.

10. Vacancies.
11. Convening general assembly.
12. Message.
13. Adjournment.
14. Disqualification.
15. Terms — compensation.
16. Pardons — reprieves —

commutations.
17. Lieutenant governor to act as

governor.
18. Duties of lieutenant governor.
19. Succession to office of governor and

lieutenant governor.
20. Seal of state.
21. Grants and commissions.
22. Secretary — auditor — treasurer.

ARTICLE V. — JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. Courts.

2. Supreme court.
3. Election of judges — term.

[Repealed]
4. Jurisdiction of supreme court.
5. District court and judge. [Repealed]
6. Jurisdiction of district court.
7. Conservators of the peace.
8. Style of process.
9. Salaries. [Repealed]

10. Judicial districts.
11. Judges — when chosen. [Repealed]
12. Attorney general.
13. District attorney. [Repealed]
14. System of court practice.
15. Vacancies in courts.
16. State and district nominating

commissions.
17. Terms — judicial elections.
18. Salaries — qualifications —

retirement.
19. Retirement and discipline of judges.

ARTICLE VI. — MILITIA.

SEC. 1. Composition — training.
2. Exemption.
3. Officers.

ARTICLE VII. — STATE DEBTS.

SEC. 1. Credit not to be loaned.
2. Limitation.
3. Losses to school funds.
4. War debts.
5. Contracting debt — submission to

the people.
6. Legislature may repeal.
7. Tax imposed distinctly stated.
8. Motor vehicle fees and fuel taxes.
9. Fish and wildlife protection funds.

ARTICLE VIII. — CORPORATIONS.

SEC. 1. How created.
2. Taxation of corporations.
3. State not to be a stockholder.
4. Municipal corporations.
5. Banking associations.
6. State bank.
7. Specie basis.
8. General banking law.
9. Stockholders’ responsibility.

10. Billholders preferred.
11. Specie payments — suspension.
12. Amendment or repeal of laws —

exclusive privileges.
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ARTICLE IX. — EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LANDS.

1st. Education.

SEC. 1. Board of education. [Omitted]
2. Eligibility. [Omitted]
3. Election of members. [Omitted]
4. First session. [Omitted]
5. Limitation of sessions. [Omitted]
6. Secretary. [Omitted]
7. Rules and regulations. [Omitted]
8. Power to legislate. [Omitted]
9. Governor ex officio a member.

[Omitted]
10. Expenses. [Omitted]
11. State university. [Omitted]
12. Common schools. [Omitted]
13. Compensation. [Omitted]
14. Quorum — style of acts. [Omitted]
15. Board may be abolished.

2nd. School Funds and School
Lands.

SEC. 1. Control — management.
2. Permanent fund.
3. Perpetual support fund.
4. Fines — how appropriated.

[Repealed]
5. Proceeds of lands.
6. Agents of school funds.
7. Distribution. [Repealed]

ARTICLE X. — AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.

SEC. 1. How proposed — submission.
2. More than one amendment.
3. Constitutional convention.

ARTICLE XI. — MISCELLANEOUS.

SEC. 1. Justice of peace — jurisdiction.
2. Counties.
3. Indebtedness of political or

municipal corporations.
4. Boundaries of state.
5. Oath of office.
6. How vacancies filled.
7. Land grants located.
8. Seat of government established —

state university.

ARTICLE XII. — SCHEDULE.

SEC. 1. Supreme law — constitutionality of
acts.

2. Laws in force.
3. Proceedings not affected. [Omitted]
4. Fines inure to the state. [Repealed]
5. Bonds in force. [Omitted]
6. First election for governor and

lieutenant governor. [Omitted]
7. First election of officers. [Omitted]
8. For judges of supreme court.

[Omitted]
9. General assembly — first session.

[Omitted]
10. Senators. [Omitted]
11. Offices not vacated. [Omitted]
12. Judicial districts. [Omitted]
13. Submission of constitution.

[Omitted]
14. Proposition to strike out the word

“white”. [Omitted]
15. Mills county. [Omitted]
16. General election. [Omitted]

______________

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)

Preamble. WE THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF

IOWA, grateful to the Supreme Being for the bless-
ings hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our dependence
onHim for a continuation of those blessings, do or-
dain and establish a free and independent govern-
ment, by the name of the State of Iowa, the bound-
aries whereof shall be as follows:

Boundaries. Beginning in the middle of the
main channel of the Mississippi River, at a point
due East of the middle of the mouth of the main
channel of the Des Moines River, thence up the
middle of themain channel of the said DesMoines
River, to a point on said river where the Northern
boundary line of the State of Missouri — as estab-
lished by the constitution of that State — adopted
June 12th, 1820 — crosses the said middle of the
main channel of the saidDesMoines River; thence

Westwardly along the said Northern boundary
line of the State of Missouri, as established at the
time aforesaid, until an extension of said line in-
tersects themiddle of themain channel of theMis-
souri River; thence up the middle of the main
channel of the saidMissouri River to a point oppo-
site the middle of the main channel of the Big
Sioux River, according to Nicollett’s Map; thence
up the main channel of the said Big Sioux River,
according to the saidmap, until it is intersected by
the parallel of forty three degrees and thirty min-
utes North latitude; thence East along said paral-
lel of forty three degrees and thirty minutes until
said parallel intersects the middle of the main
channel of the Mississippi River; thence down the
middle of themain channel of saidMississippiRiv-
er to the place of beginning.

See boundary compromise agreements at the end of Volume VI of the
Code
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ART. I, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I

ARTICLE I.

BILL OF RIGHTS.

ART. I, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §1

Rights of persons. SECTION 1. All men and
women are, by nature, free and equal, and have
certain inalienable rights — among which are
those of enjoying anddefending life and liberty, ac-
quiring, possessing and protecting property, and
pursuing and obtaining safety and happiness.

Amended 1998, Amendment [45]

ART. I, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §2

Political power. SEC. 2. All political power
is inherent in the people. Government is insti-
tuted for the protection, security, andbenefit of the
people, and they have the right, at all times, to al-
ter or reform the same, whenever the public good
may require it.

ART. I, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §3

Religion. SEC. 3. The general assembly
shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;
nor shall any person be compelled to attend any
place of worship, pay tithes, taxes, or other rates
for building or repairing places of worship, or the
maintenance of any minister, or ministry.

ART. I, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §4

Religious test —witnesses. SEC. 4. No re-
ligious test shall be required as a qualification for
any office, or public trust, and no person shall be
deprived of any of his rights, privileges, or capaci-
ties, or disqualified from the performance of any of
his public or private duties, or rendered incompe-
tent to give evidence in any court of law or equity,
in consequence of his opinions on the subject of
religion; and any party to any judicial proceeding
shall have the right to use as awitness, or take the
testimony of, any other person not disqualified on
account of interest, who may be cognizant of any
fact material to the case; and parties to suits may
be witnesses, as provided by law.

Referred to in §729.1 of the Code

ART. I, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §5

Dueling. SEC. 5.
Repealed 1992, Amendment [43]

ART. I, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §6

Laws uniform. SEC. 6. All laws of a general
nature shall have auniformoperation; the general
assembly shall not grant to any citizen, or class of
citizens, privileges or immunities,which, upon the
same terms shall not equally belong to all citizens.

ART. I, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §7

Liberty of speech and press. SEC. 7. Ev-
ery person may speak, write, and publish his sen-
timents on all subjects, being responsible for the
abuse of that right. No law shall be passed to re-
strain or abridge the liberty of speech, or of the
press. In all prosecutions or indictments for libel,
the truthmay be given in evidence to the jury, and
if it appears to the jury that thematter charged as

libellous was true, and was published with good
motives and for justifiable ends, the party shall be
acquitted.

ART. I, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §8

Personal security — searches and sei-
zures. SEC. 8. The right of the people to be se-
cure in their persons, houses, papers and effects,
against unreasonable seizures and searches shall
not be violated; and no warrant shall issue but on
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation,
particularly describing the place to be searched,
and the persons and things to be seized.

Referred to in §190C.22, 200A.10, 717.2A, 717B.5 of the Code

ART. I, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §9

Right of trial by jury — due process of
law. SEC. 9. The right of trial by jury shall re-
main inviolate; but the general assembly may au-
thorize trial by a jury of a less number than twelve
men in inferior courts; but no person shall be de-
prived of life, liberty, or property, without due pro-
cess of law.

See also R.Cr.P. 2.17, 2.21(2), 2.67; R.C.P. 1.902, 1.903, 1.1108

ART. I, §10, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §10

Rights of persons accused. SEC. 10. In all
criminal prosecutions, and in cases involving the
life, or liberty of an individual the accused shall
have a right to a speedy and public trial by an im-
partial jury; to be informed of the accusation
against him, to have a copy of the same when de-
manded; to be confronted with the witnesses
against him; to have compulsory process for his
witnesses; and, to have the assistance of counsel.

See §602.1601 of the Code

ART. I, §11, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §11

When indictment necessary — grand
jury. SEC. 11. All offenses less than felony and
inwhich themaximumpermissible imprisonment
does not exceed thirty days shall be tried sum-
marily before an officer authorized by law, on in-
formation under oath, without indictment, or the
intervention of a grand jury, saving to the defen-
dant the right of appeal; and no person shall be
held to answer for any higher criminal offense, un-
less on presentment or indictment by a grand jury,
except in cases arising in the army, or navy, or in
the militia, when in actual service, in time of war
or public danger.
The grand jury may consist of any number of

members not less than five, nor more than fifteen,
as the general assemblymayby lawprovide, or the
general assemblymay provide for holding persons
to answer for any criminal offense without the in-
tervention of a grand jury.

Paragraph 2 added 1884, Amendment [9]
Paragraph 1 amended 1998, Amendment [46]
As to indictment and the number of grand jurors, see R.Cr.P. 2.3, 2.4
Magistrate jurisdiction, see §602.6405 of the Code
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ART. I, §12, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §12

Twice tried — bail. SEC. 12. No person
shall after acquittal, be tried for the same offence.
All persons shall, before conviction, be bailable, by
sufficient sureties, except for capital offences
where the proof is evident, or the presumption
great.

ART. I, §13, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §13

Habeas corpus. SEC. 13. Thewrit of habeas
corpus shall not be suspended, or refusedwhenap-
plication ismade as required by law, unless in case
of rebellion, or invasion the public safety may re-
quire it.

ART. I, §14, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §14

Military. SEC. 14. The military shall be sub-
ordinate to the civil power. No standing army
shall be kept up by the state in time of peace; and
in time of war, no appropriation for a standing
army shall be for a longer time than two years.

ART. I, §15, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §15

Quartering soldiers. SEC. 15. No soldier
shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house
without the consent of the owner, nor in time of
war except in the manner prescribed by law.

ART. I, §16, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §16

Treason. SEC. 16. Treason against the state
shall consist only in levying war against it, adher-
ing to its enemies, or giving them aid and comfort.
No person shall be convicted of treason, unless on
the evidence of two witnesses to the same overt
act, or confession in open court.

ART. I, §17, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §17

Bail — punishments. SEC. 17. Excessive
bail shall not be required; excessive fines shall not
be imposed, and cruel and unusual punishment
shall not be inflicted.

ART. I, §18, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §18

Eminent domain — drainage ditches and
levees. SEC. 18. Private property shall not be
taken for public use without just compensation
first beingmade, or secured to bemade to the own-
er thereof, as soon as the damages shall be as-
sessed by a jury, who shall not take into consider-
ation any advantages that may result to said own-
er on account of the improvement for which it is
taken.
The general assembly, however, may pass laws

permitting the owners of lands to construct
drains, ditches, and levees for agricultural, sani-
tary ormining purposes across the lands of others,
and provide for the organization of drainage dis-

tricts, vest the proper authorities with power to
construct andmaintain levees, drains and ditches
and to keep in repair all drains, ditches, and levees
heretofore constructed under the laws of the state,
by special assessments upon the property bene-
fited thereby. The general assembly may provide
by law for the condemnation of such real estate as
shall be necessary for the construction and main-
tenance of such drains, ditches and levees, and
prescribe the method of making such condemna-
tion.

Paragraph 2 added 1908, Amendment [13]

ART. I, §19, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §19

Imprisonment for debt. SEC. 19. No per-
son shall be imprisoned for debt in any civil action,
on mesne or final process, unless in case of fraud;
andno person shall be imprisoned for amilitia fine
in time of peace.

ART. I, §20, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §20

Right of assemblage — petition. SEC.

20. The people have the right freely to assemble
together to counsel for the common good; to make
known their opinions to their representatives and
to petition for a redress of grievances.

ART. I, §21, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §21

Attainder— ex post facto law—obligation
of contract. SEC. 21. No bill of attainder, ex
post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of
contracts, shall ever be passed.

Referred to in §12E.11, 16.2 of the Code

ART. I, §22, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §22

Resident aliens. SEC. 22. Foreigners who
are, or may hereafter become residents of this
state, shall enjoy the same rights in respect to the
possession, enjoyment and descent of property, as
native born citizens.

ART. I, §23, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §23

Slavery — penal servitude. SEC. 23.
There shall be no slavery in this state; nor shall
there be involuntary servitude, unless for the pun-
ishment of crime.

ART. I, §24, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §24

Agricultural leases. SEC. 24. No lease or
grant of agricultural lands, reserving any rent, or
service of any kind, shall be valid for a longer peri-
od than twenty years.

Referred to in §461A.25 of the Code

ART. I, §25, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. I, §25

Rights reserved. SEC. 25. This enumera-
tion of rights shall not be construed to impair or
deny others, retained by the people.

ARTICLE II.

RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE.

ART. II, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. II, §1

Electors. SEC. 1. Every citizen of theUnited
States of the age of twenty-one years, who shall
have been a resident of this state for such period

of time as shall be provided by law and of the
county in which he claims his vote for such period
of time as shall be provided by law, shall be en-
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titled to vote at all electionswhich are noworhere-
after may be authorized by law. The general as-
sembly may provide by law for different periods of
residence in order to vote for various officers or in
order to vote in various elections. The required pe-
riods of residence shall not exceed six months in
this state and sixty days in the county.

Repealed and rewritten 1970, Amendment [30]
See Amendments 19 and 26 to U. S. Constitution

ART. II, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. II, §2

Privileged from arrest. SEC. 2. Electors
shall, in all cases except treason, felony, or breach
of the peace, be privileged from arrest on the days
of election, during their attendance at such elec-
tion, going to and returning therefrom.

ART. II, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. II, §3

From military duty. SEC. 3. No elector
shall be obliged to perform military duty on the
day of election, except in time ofwar, or public dan-
ger.

ART. II, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. II, §4

Persons in military service. SEC. 4. No
person in the military, naval, or marine service of
the United States shall be considered a resident of

this state by being stationed in any garrison, bar-
rack, or military or naval place, or station within
this state.

ART. II, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. II, §5

Disqualified persons. SEC. 5. No idiot, or
insane person, or person convicted of any infa-
mous crime, shall be entitled to the privilege of an
elector.

ART. II, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. II, §6

Ballot. SEC. 6. All elections by the people
shall be by ballot.

ART. II, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. II, §7

General election. SEC. 7. The general elec-
tion for state, district, county and township offi-
cers in the year 1916 shall be held in the same
month and on the same day as that fixed by the
laws of the United States for the election of pres-
idential electors, or of president and vice-presi-
dent of the United States; and thereafter such
election shall be held at such time as the general
assembly may by law provide.

Repealed and rewritten 1916, Amendment [14]
For statutory provisions, see §39.1 of the Code

ARTICLE III.

OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS.

ART. III, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §1

Departments of government. SECTION 1.
The powers of the government of Iowa shall be di-
vided into three separate departments — the leg-
islative, the executive, and the judicial: and no
person charged with the exercise of powers prop-

erly belonging to one of these departments shall
exercise any function appertaining to either of the
others, except in cases hereinafter expressly di-
rected or permitted.

ART. III, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

ART. III, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §1

General assembly. SECTION 1. The legisla-
tive authority of this state shall be vested in a gen-
eral assembly, which shall consist of a senate and
house of representatives: and the style of every
law shall be. “Be it enacted by theGeneral Assem-
bly of the State of Iowa.”

ART. III, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §2

Annual sessions of general assembly —
special sessions. SEC. 2. The general assem-
bly shall meet in session on the second Monday of
January of each year. Upon written request to the
presiding officer of each house of the general as-
sembly by two-thirds of the members of each
house, the general assembly shall convene in spe-
cial session. The governor of the state may con-
vene the general assembly by proclamation in the
interim.

Repealed and rewritten 1974, Amendment [36]
Special sessions, see also Art. IV, §11

ART. III, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §3

Representatives. SEC. 3. The members of
the house of representatives shall be chosen every

second year, by the qualified electors of their re-
spective districts, [* * *]* and their term of office
shall commence on the first day of Januarynext af-
ter their election, and continue two years, and un-
til their successors are elected and qualified.

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been
omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.

For provisions relative to the time of holding the general election, see
Art. II, §7; see also §39.1 of the Code

ART. III, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §4

Qualifications. SEC. 4. No person shall be a
member of the house of representatives who shall
not have attained the age of twenty-one years, be
a citizen of the United States, and shall have been
an inhabitant of this state one year next preceding
his election, and at the time of his election shall
have had an actual residence of sixty days in the
county, or district hemay have been chosen to rep-
resent.

Amended 1880, Amendment [6] and 1926, Amendment [15]

ART. III, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §5

Senators — qualifications. SEC. 5. Sena-
tors shall be chosen for the term of four years, at
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the same time and place as representatives; they
shall be twenty-five years of age, and possess the
qualifications of representatives as to residence
and citizenship.

ART. III, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §6

Senators — number and classification.
SEC. 6. The number of senators shall total not
more than one-half the membership of the house
of representatives. Senators shall be classified so
that as nearly as possible one-half of the members
of the senate shall be elected every two years.

Repealed and rewritten 1968, Amendment [26]
See also Art. III, §34
Referred to in §42.4 of the Code

ART. III, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §7

Officers — elections determined. SEC.

7. Each house shall choose its own officers, and
judge of the qualification, election, and return of
its ownmembers. A contested election shall be de-
termined in such manner as shall be directed by
law.

ART. III, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §8

Quorum. SEC. 8. A majority of each house
shall constitute a quorum to transact business;
but a smaller number may adjourn from day to
day, and may compel the attendance of absent
members in such manner and under such penal-
ties as each house may provide.

ART. III, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §9

Authority of the houses. SEC. 9. Each
house shall sit upon its own adjournments, keep a
journal of its proceedings, and publish the same;
determine its rules of proceedings, punish mem-
bers for disorderly behavior, and, with the consent
of two thirds, expel a member, but not a second
time for the same offense; and shall have all other
powers necessary for a branch of the general as-
sembly of a free and independent state.

ART. III, §10, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §10

Protest — record of vote. SEC. 10. Every
member of the general assembly shall have the lib-
erty to dissent from, or protest against any act or
resolution which he may think injurious to the
public, or an individual, and have the reasons for
his dissent entered on the journals; and the yeas
and nays of the members of either house, on any
question, shall, at the desire of any two members
present, be entered on the journals.

ART. III, §11, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §11

Privileged from arrest. SEC. 11. Senators
and representatives, in all cases, except treason,
felony, or breach of the peace, shall be privileged
from arrest during the session of the general as-
sembly, and in going to and returning from the
same.

ART. III, §12, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §12

Vacancies. SEC. 12. When vacancies occur
in either house, the governor or the personexercis-
ing the functions of governor, shall issue writs of
election to fill such vacancies.

Doors open. SEC. 13. The doors of each
house shall be open, except on such occasions, as,
in the opinion of the house, may require secrecy.

ART. III, §14, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §14

Adjournments. SEC. 14. Neither house
shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for
more than three days, nor to any other place than
that in which they may be sitting.

Referred to in §2.1 of the Code

ART. III, §15, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §15

Bills. SEC. 15. Bills may originate in either
house, and may be amended, altered, or rejected
by the other; and every bill having passed both
houses, shall be signed by the speaker and presi-
dent of their respective houses.

ART. III, §16, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §16

Executive approval — veto — item veto by
governor. SEC. 16. Every bill which shall have
passed the general assembly, shall, before it be-
comes a law, be presented to the governor. If he ap-
prove, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall return it
with his objections, to the house in which it origi-
nated, which shall enter the same upon their jour-
nal, and proceed to reconsider it; if, after such re-
consideration, it again pass both houses, by yeas
and nays, by a majority of two thirds of the mem-
bers of each house, it shall become a law, notwith-
standing the governor’s objections. If anybill shall
not be returned within three days after it shall
have been presented to him, Sunday excepted, the
same shall be a law in like manner as if he had
signed it, unless the general assembly, by adjourn-
ment, prevent such return. Any bill submitted to
the governor for his approval during the last three
days of a session of the general assembly, shall be
deposited by him in the office of the secretary of
state, within thirty days after the adjournment,
with his approval, if approved byhim, andwithhis
objections, if he disapproves thereof.
The governor may approve appropriation bills

in whole or in part, and may disapprove any item
of an appropriation bill; and the part approved
shall become a law. Any item of an appropriation
bill disapproved by the governor shall be returned,
with his objections, to the house in which it origi-
nated, or shall be deposited by him in the office of
the secretary of state in the case of an appropria-
tion bill submitted to the governor for his approval
during the last three days of a session of the gener-
al assembly, and the procedure in each case shall
be the same as provided for other bills. Any such
item of an appropriation bill may be enacted into
law notwithstanding the governor’s objections, in
the same manner as provided for other bills.

Paragraph 2 added 1968, Amendment [27]
Statutory provisions, §3.4, 3.5 of the Code
Referred to in §3.7 of the Code

ART. III, §17, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §17

Passage of bills. SEC. 17. No bill shall be
passed unless by the assent of a majority of all the
members elected to each branch of the general as-
sembly, and the question upon the final passage
shall be taken immediately upon its last reading,



xlv CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §30

and the yeas and nays entered on the journal.
Referred to in §3.7 of the Code

ART. III, §18, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §18

Receipts and expenditures. SEC. 18. An
accurate statement of the receipts and expendi-
tures of the public money shall be attached to and
published with the laws, at every regular session
of the general assembly.

Statutory provisions, §2B.10(4) of the Code

ART. III, §19, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §19

Impeachment. SEC. 19. The house of repre-
sentatives shall have the sole power of impeach-
ment, and all impeachments shall be tried by the
senate. When sitting for that purpose, the sena-
tors shall be upon oath or affirmation; and no per-
son shall be convicted without the concurrence of
two thirds of the members present.

Referred to in Art. V, §19

ART. III, §20, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §20

Officers subject to impeachment — judg-
ment. SEC. 20. The governor, judges of the su-
preme and district courts, and other state officers,
shall be liable to impeachment for any misde-
meanor or malfeasance in office; but judgment in
such cases shall extend only to removal from of-
fice, and disqualification to hold any office of hon-
or, trust, or profit, under this state; but the party
convicted or acquitted shall nevertheless be liable
to indictment, trial, and punishment, according to
law. All other civil officers shall be tried formisde-
meanors and malfeasance in office, in such man-
ner as the general assembly may provide.

Referred to in Art. V, §19

ART. III, §21, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §21

Members not appointed to office. SEC.

21. No senator or representative shall, during
the time for which he shall have been elected, be
appointed to any civil office of profit under this
state, which shall have been created, or the emolu-
ments of which shall have been increased during
such term, except such offices as may be filled by
elections by the people.

ART. III, §22, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §22

Disqualification. SEC. 22. No person hold-
ing any lucrative office under theUnitedStates, or
this state, or any other power, shall be eligible to
hold a seat in the general assembly; but offices in
the militia, to which there is attached no annual
salary, or the office of justice of the peace, or post-
master whose compensation does not exceed one
hundreddollars per annum, or notary public, shall
not be deemed lucrative.

ART. III, §23, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §23

Failure to account. SEC. 23. No person
whomayhereafter be a collector or holder of public
monies, shall have a seat in either house of the
general assembly, or be eligible to hold any office
of trust or profit in this state, until he shall have
accounted for and paid into the treasury all sums
for which he may be liable.

Appropriations. SEC. 24. No money shall
be drawn from the treasury but in consequence of
appropriations made by law.

ART. III, §25, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §25

Compensation and expenses of general as-
sembly. SEC. 25. Each member of the general
assembly shall receive such compensation and al-
lowances for expenses as shall be fixed by law but
no general assembly shall have the power to in-
crease compensation and allowances effective
prior to the convening of the next general assem-
bly following the session in which any increase is
adopted.

Repealed and rewritten 1968, Amendment [28]
Statutory provisions, §2.10 through 2.14 of the Code

ART. III, §26, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §26

Time laws to take effect. SEC. 26. An act of
the general assembly passed at a regular session
of a general assembly shall take effect on July 1
following its passage unless a different effective
date is stated in an act of the general assembly. An
act passed at a special session of a general assem-
bly shall take effect ninety days after adjournment
of the special session unless a different effective
date is stated in an act of the general assembly.
The general assembly may establish by law a pro-
cedure for giving notice of the contents of acts of
immediate importance which become law.

Amended 1966, Amendment [23], and repealed and rewritten 1986,
Amendment [40]

Supplementary provisions, §3.7 et seq. of the Code

ART. III, §27, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §27

Divorce. SEC. 27. No divorce shall be
granted by the general assembly.

ART. III, §28, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §28

Lotteries. SEC. 28.
Repealed 1972, Amendment [34]

ART. III, §29, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §29

Acts — one subject — expressed in title.
SEC. 29. Every act shall embrace but one subject,
and matters properly connected therewith; which
subject shall be expressed in the title. But if any
subject shall be embraced in an actwhich shall not
be expressed in the title, such act shall be void only
as to so much thereof as shall not be expressed in
the title.

ART. III, §30, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §30

Local or special laws — general and uni-
form — boundaries of counties. SEC.

30. The general assembly shall not pass local or
special laws in the following cases:
For the assessment and collection of taxes for

state, county, or road purposes;
For laying out, opening, and working roads or

highways;
For changing the names of persons;
For the incorporation of cities and towns;
For vacating roads, town plats, streets, alleys,

or public squares;
For locating or changing county seats.
In all the cases above enumerated, and in all

other cases where a general law can be made ap-
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plicable, all laws shall be general, and of uniform
operation throughout the state; and no law chang-
ing the boundary lines of any county shall have ef-
fect until uponbeing submitted to the people of the
counties affected by the change, at a general elec-
tion, it shall be approved by amajority of the votes
in each county, cast for and against it.

Laws uniform, see Art. I, §6

ART. III, §31, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §31

Extra compensation — payment of claims
— appropriations for local or private pur-
poses. SEC. 31. No extra compensation shall
be made to any officer, public agent, or contractor,
after the service shall have been rendered, or the
contract entered into; nor, shall anymoney be paid
on any claim, the subject matter of which shall not
have been provided for by preexisting laws, and no
publicmoney or property shall be appropriated for
local, or private purposes, unless such appropria-
tion, compensation, or claim, be allowed by two
thirds of themembers elected to eachbranch of the
general assembly.

See §3.14 of the Code

ART. III, §32, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §32

Oath of members. SEC. 32. Members of the
general assembly shall, before they enter upon the
duties of their respective offices, take and sub-
scribe the following oath or affirmation: “I do sol-
emnly swear, or affirm, (as the case may be,) that
I will support the Constitution of the United
States, and the Constitution of the State of Iowa,
and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of
senator, (or representative, as the case may be,)
according to the best of my ability.” And members
of the general assembly are hereby empowered to
administer to each other the said oath or affirma-
tion.

ART. III, §33, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §33

Census. SEC. 33.
Repealed 1936, Amendment [17]

ART. III, §34, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §34

Senate and house of representatives —
limitation. SEC. 34. The senate shall be com-
posed of notmore than fifty and the house of repre-
sentatives of not more than one hundred mem-
bers. Senators and representatives shall be
elected fromdistricts established by law. Each dis-
trict so established shall be of compact and contig-
uous territory. The state shall be apportioned into
senatorial and representative districts on the ba-
sis of population. The general assembly may pro-
vide by law for factors in addition to population,
not in conflict with the Constitution of the United
States, which may be considered in the apportion-
ing of senatorial districts. No law so adopted shall
permit the establishment of senatorial districts
whereby a majority of the members of the senate
shall represent less than forty percent of the popu-
lation of the state as shown by the most recent

United States decennial census.
Repealed and rewritten 1968, Amendment [26]
See also Art. III, §6, 39

Senators and representatives — number
and districts. SEC. 35. The general assembly
shall in 1971 and in each year immediately follow-
ing the United States decennial census determine
the number of senators and representatives to be
elected to the general assembly and establish sen-
atorial and representative districts. The general
assembly shall complete the apportionment prior
to September 1 of the year so required. If the ap-
portionment fails to become law prior to Septem-
ber 15 of such year, the supreme court shall cause
the state to be apportioned into senatorial and rep-
resentative districts to comply with the require-
ments of the constitution prior to December 31 of
such year. The reapportioning authority shall,
where necessary in establishing senatorial dis-
tricts, shorten the term of any senator prior to
completion of the term. Any senator whose term is
so terminated shall not be compensated for theun-
completed part of the term.

Repealed and rewritten 1968, Amendment [26]
Referred to in §49.3 of the Code

ART. III, §36, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §36

Review by supreme court. SEC. 36. Upon
verified application by any qualified elector, the
supreme court shall review an apportionment
plan adopted by the general assembly which has
been enacted into law. Should the supreme court
determine such plan does not comply with the re-
quirements of the constitution, the court shall
within ninety days adopt or cause to be adopted an
apportionment planwhich shall so comply. The su-
preme court shall have original jurisdiction of all
litigation questioning the apportionment of the
general assembly or any apportionment plan
adopted by the general assembly.

Repealed and rewritten 1968, Amendment [26]

ART. III, §37, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §37

Congressional districts. SEC. 37. When a
congressional district is composed of two or more
counties it shall not be entirely separated by a
county belonging to another district and no county
shall be divided in forming a congressional dis-
trict.

Repealed and rewritten 1968, Amendment [26]
Referred to in §42.3, 42.4 of the Code

ART. III, §38, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §38

Elections by general assembly. SEC. 38.
In all elections by the general assembly, the mem-
bers thereof shall vote viva voce and the votes
shall be entered on the journal.

ART. III, §38, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §38

Municipal home rule. SEC. 38A. Munici-
pal corporations are granted home rule power and
authority, not inconsistent with the laws of the
general assembly, to determine their local affairs
and government, except that they shall not have
power to levy any tax unless expressly authorized
by the general assembly.
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The rule or proposition of law that a municipal
corporation possesses and can exercise only those
powers granted in express words is not a part of
the law of this state.

Added 1968, Amendment [25]

ART. III, §39, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §39

Legislative districts. SEC. 39. In estab-
lishing senatorial and representative districts,
the state shall be divided into as many senatorial
districts as there are members of the senate and
into as many representative districts as there are
members of the house of representatives. One sen-
ator shall be elected from each senatorial district
and one representative shall be elected from each
representative district.

Added 1970, Amendment [29]

ART. III, §39, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §39

Countieshomerule. SEC.39A. Counties or
joint county-municipal corporation governments
are grantedhome rule power andauthority, not in-
consistent with the laws of the general assembly,
to determine their local affairs and government,
except that they shall not have power to levy any
tax unless expressly authorized by the general as-
sembly. The general assemblymay provide for the

creation and dissolution of joint county-municipal
corporation governments. The general assembly
may provide for the establishment of charters in
county or joint-municipal corporation govern-
ments.
If the power or authority of a county conflicts

with the power andauthority of amunicipal corpo-
ration, the power and authority exercised by amu-
nicipal corporation shall prevail within its juris-
diction.
The proposition or rule of law that a county or

joint county-municipal corporation government
possesses and can exercise only those powers
granted in express words is not a part of the law of
this state.

Added 1978, Amendment [37]

ART. III, §40, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. III, §40

Nullification of administrative rules.
SEC. 40. The general assembly may nullify an
adopted administrative rule of a state agency by
the passage of a resolution by a majority of all of
the members of each house of the general assem-
bly.

Added 1984, Amendment [38]
Referred to in §3.6, 17A.6 of the Code

ART. IV, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV

ARTICLE IV.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

ART. IV, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §1

Governor. SECTION 1. The supreme execu-
tive power of this state shall be vested in a chief
magistrate, who shall be styled the governor of the
state of Iowa.

ART. IV, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §2

Election and term. SEC. 2. The governor
and the lieutenant governor shall be elected by the
qualified electors at the time and place of voting
formembers of the general assembly.Each of them
shall hold office for four years from the time of
installation in office and until a successor is
elected and qualifies.

Repealed and rewritten 1988, Amendment [41]

ART. IV, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §3

Governor and lieutenant governor elected
jointly — returns of elections. SEC. 3. The
electors shall designate their selections for gover-
nor and lieutenant governor as if these two offices
were one and the same. The names of nominees
for the governor and the lieutenant governor shall
be grouped together in a set on the ballot according
to which nominee for governor is seeking office
with which nominee for lieutenant governor, as
prescribed by law. An elector shall cast only one
vote for both a nominee for governor and a nomi-
nee for lieutenant governor. The returns of every
election for governor and lieutenant governor
shall be sealed and transmitted to the seat of gov-
ernment of the state, and directed to the speaker
of the house of representatives who shall open and

publish them in the presence of both houses of the
general assembly.

Repealed and rewritten 1988, Amendment [41]
For statutory provisions, see §50.35 of the Code

ART. IV, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §4

Election by general assembly in case of tie
— succession by lieutenant governor. SEC.

4. The nominees for governor and lieutenant
governor jointly having the highest number of
votes cast for them shall be declared duly elected.
If two or more sets of nominees for governor and
lieutenant governor have an equal and the highest
number of votes for the offices jointly, the general
assembly shall by joint vote proceed, as soon as is
possible, to elect one set of nominees for governor
and lieutenant governor. If, upon the completion
by the general assembly of the canvass of votes for
governor and lieutenant governor, it appears that
the nominee for governor in the set of nominees for
governor and lieutenant governor receiving the
highestnumber of voteshas since died or resigned,
is unable to qualify, fails to qualify, or is for any
other reason unable to assume the duties of the of-
fice of governor for the ensuing term, the powers
and duties shall devolve to the nominee for lieu-
tenant governor of the same set of nominees for
governor and lieutenant governor, who shall as-
sume the powers and duties of governor upon in-
auguration and until the disability is removed. If
both nominees for governor and lieutenant gover-
nor are unable to assume the duties of the office of
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governor, the personnext in succession shall act as
governor.

Repealed and rewritten 1988, Amendment [41]

ART. IV, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §5

Contested elections. SEC. 5. Contested
elections for the offices of governor and lieutenant
governor shall be determined by the general as-
sembly as prescribed by law.

Repealed and rewritten 1988, Amendment [41]
For statutory provisions, see chapter 58 of the Code

ART. IV, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §6

Eligibility. SEC. 6. No person shall be eligi-
ble to the office of governor, or lieutenant governor,
who shall not have been a citizen of the United
States, and a resident of the state, two years next
preceding the election, and attained the age of
thirty years at the time of said election.

ART. IV, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §7

Commander in chief. SEC. 7. The governor
shall be commander in chief of the militia, the
army, and navy of this state.

ART. IV, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §8

Duties of governor. SEC. 8. He shall trans-
act all executive business with the officers of gov-
ernment, civil andmilitary, andmay require infor-
mation inwriting from the officers of the executive
department upon any subject relating to the du-
ties of their respective offices.

Duty as to state accounts, §70A.8 of the Code

ART. IV, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §9

Execution of laws. SEC. 9. He shall take
care that the laws are faithfully executed.

ART. IV, §10, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §10

Vacancies. SEC. 10. When any office shall,
from any cause, become vacant, and no mode is
provided by the constitution and laws for filling
such vacancy, the governor shall have power to fill
such vacancy, by granting a commission, which
shall expire at the end of the next session of the
general assembly, or at the next election by the
people.

ART. IV, §11, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §11

Convening general assembly. SEC. 11. He
may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the gen-
eral assembly by proclamation, and shall state to
both houses, when assembled, the purpose for
which they shall have been convened.

See also Art. III, §2

ART. IV, §12, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §12

Message. SEC. 12. He shall communicate,
by message, to the general assembly, at every reg-
ular session, the condition of the state, and recom-
mend such matters as he shall deem expedient.

ART. IV, §13, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §13

Adjournment. SEC. 13. In case of disagree-
ment between the two houses with respect to the
time of adjournment, the governor shall have pow-
er to adjourn the general assembly to such time as
he may think proper; but no such adjournment
shall be beyond the time fixed for the regular

meeting of the next general assembly.

ART. IV, §14, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §14

Disqualification. SEC. 14. No persons
shall, while holding any office under the authority
of the United States, or this state, execute the of-
fice of governor, or lieutenant governor, except as
hereinafter expressly provided.

ART. IV, §15, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §15

Terms — compensation. SEC. 15. The offi-
cial terms of the governor and lieutenant governor
shall commence on the Tuesday after the second
Monday of January next after their election and
shall continue until their successors are elected
and qualify. The governor and lieutenant gover-
nor shall be paid compensation and expenses as
provided by law. The lieutenant governor, while
acting as governor, shall be paid the compensation
and expenses prescribed for the governor.

Repealed and rewritten 1988, Amendment [42]

ART. IV, §16, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §16

Pardons — reprieves — commutations.
SEC. 16. The governor shall have power to grant
reprieves, commutations and pardons, after con-
viction, for all offences except treason and cases of
impeachment, subject to such regulations as may
be provided by law. Upon conviction for treason,
he shall have power to suspend the execution of
the sentence until the case shall be reported to the
general assembly at its next meeting, when the
general assembly shall either grant a pardon,
commute the sentence, direct the execution of the
sentence, or grant a further reprieve. He shall
have power to remit fines and forfeitures, under
such regulations as may be prescribed by law; and
shall report to the general assembly, at its next
meeting, each case of reprieve, commutation, or
pardongranted, and the reasons therefor; andalso
all persons in whose favor remission of fines and
forfeitures shall have been made, and the several
amounts remitted.

ART. IV, §17, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §17

Lieutenant governor to act as gover-
nor. SEC. 17. In case of the death, impeach-
ment, resignation, removal from office, or other
disability of the governor, the powers and duties of
the office for the residue of the term, or until he
shall be acquitted, or the disability removed, shall
devolve upon the lieutenant governor.

Referred to in §7.14 of the Code

ART. IV, §18, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §18

Duties of lieutenant governor. SEC. 18.
The lieutenant governor shall have the duties pro-
vided by law and those duties of the governor as-
signed to the lieutenant governor by the governor.

Repealed and rewritten 1988, Amendment [42]

ART. IV, §19, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §19

Succession to office of governor and lieu-
tenant governor. SEC. 19. If there be a vacan-
cy in the office of the governor and the lieutenant
governor shall by reason of death, impeachment,
resignation, removal from office, or other disabili-
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ty become incapable of performing the duties per-
taining to the office of governor, the president of
the senate shall act as governor until the vacancy
is filled or the disability removed; and if the presi-
dent of the senate, for any of the above causes,
shall be incapable of performing the duties per-
taining to the office of governor the same shall de-
volve upon the speaker of the house of representa-
tives; and if the speaker of thehouse of representa-
tives, for any of the above causes, shall be incapa-
ble of performing the duties of the office of gover-
nor, the justices of the supreme court shall con-
vene the general assembly by proclamation and
the general assembly shall organize by the elec-
tion of a president by the senate and a speaker by
the house of representatives. The general assem-
bly shall thereupon immediately proceed to the
election of a governor and lieutenant governor in
joint convention.

Repealed and rewritten 1988, Amendment [42]
Referred to in §7.14(2) of the Code

ART. IV, §20, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §20

Seal of state. SEC. 20. There shall be a seal

of this state, which shall be kept by the governor,
and used by him officially, and shall be called the
Great Seal of the State of Iowa.

See chapter 1A of the Code for a description of the great seal of Iowa

ART. IV, §21, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §21

Grants and commissions. SEC. 21. All
grants and commissions shall be in the name and
by the authority of the people of the state of Iowa,
sealed with the great seal of the state, signed by
the governor, and countersigned by the secretary
of state.

ART. IV, §22, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IV, §22

Secretary — auditor — treasurer. SEC.

22. A secretary of state, an auditor of state and
a treasurer of state shall be elected by the quali-
fied electors at the same time that the governor is
elected and for a four-year term commencing on
the first day of January next after their election,
and they shall perform such duties as may be pro-
vided by law.

Repealed and rewritten 1972, Amendment [32]
ART. V, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V

ARTICLE V.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

ART. V, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §1

Courts. SECTION 1. The judicial power shall
be vested in a supreme court, district courts, and
such other courts, inferior to the supreme court, as
the general assembly may, from time to time, es-
tablish.

Court of appeals, §602.5101 of the Code

ART. V, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §2

Supreme court. SEC. 2. The supreme court
shall consist of three judges, two of whom shall
constitute a quorum to hold court.

But see this Art., sec. 10 following; see also §602.4101 of the Code

ART. V, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §3

Election of judges — term. SEC. 3.
Repealed 1962, Amendment [21]

ART. V, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §4

Jurisdiction of supreme court. SEC.

4. The supreme court shall have appellate juris-
diction only in cases in chancery, and shall consti-
tute a court for the correction of errors at law, un-
der such restrictions as the general assemblymay,
by law, prescribe; and shall have power to issue all
writs and process necessary to secure justice to
parties, and shall exercise a supervisory and ad-
ministrative control over all inferior judicial tribu-
nals throughout the state.

Amended 1962, Amendment [21]
See §602.4102, 602.4201, 602.4202, 624.2 of the Code

ART. V, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §5

District court and judge. SEC. 5.
Repealed 1962, Amendment [21]

ART. V, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §6

Jurisdiction of district court. SEC. 6. The
district court shall be a court of law and equity,

which shall be distinct and separate jurisdictions,
and have jurisdiction in civil and criminalmatters
arising in their respective districts, in such man-
ner as shall be prescribed by law.

Statutory provision, §602.6101 of the Code

ART. V, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §7

Conservators of the peace. SEC. 7. The
judges of the supreme and district courts shall be
conservators of the peace throughout the state.

ART. V, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §8

Style of process. SEC. 8. The style of all pro-
cess shall be, “The State of Iowa”, and all prosecu-
tions shall be conducted in thenameandby theau-
thority of the same.

ART. V, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §9

Salaries. SEC. 9.
Repealed 1962, Amendment [21]

ART. V, §10, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §10

Judicial districts. SEC. 10. [* * *]* The gen-
eral assemblymay reorganize the judicial districts
and increase or diminish the number of districts,
or the number of judges of the said court, andmay
increase the number of judges of the supreme
court; but such increase or diminution shall not be
more than one district, or one judge of either court,
at any one session; and no reorganization of the
districts, or diminution of the number of judges,
shall have the effect of removing a judge from of-
fice. Such reorganization of the districts, or any
change in the boundaries thereof, or increase or
diminution of the number of judges, shall take
place every four years thereafter, if necessary, and
at no other time.
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At any regular session of the general assembly
the state may be divided into the necessary judi-
cial districts for district court purposes, or the said
districts may be reorganized and the number of
the districts and the judges of said courts in-
creased or diminished; but no reorganization of
the districts or diminution of the judges shall have
the effect of removing a judge from office.

Paragraph 2 added 1884, Amendment [8]. Much of paragraph 1 appar-
ently superseded by paragraph 2

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been
omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language

ART. V, §11, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §11

Judges — when chosen. SEC. 11.
Repealed 1962, Amendment [21]

ART. V, §12, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §12

Attorney general. SEC. 12. The general as-
sembly shall provide, by law, for the election of an
attorney general by the people, whose term of of-
fice shall be four years, and until his successor is
elected and qualifies.

Repealed and rewritten 1972, Amendment [32]

ART. V, §13, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §13

District attorney. SEC. 13.
Repealed 1970, Amendment [31]

ART. V, §14, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §14

System of court practice. SEC. 14. It shall
be the duty of the general assembly to provide for
the carrying into effect of this article, and to pro-
vide for a general system of practice in all the
courts of this state.

For provisions relative to the grand jury, see Art. I, §11

ART. V, §15, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §15

Vacancies in courts. SEC. 15. Vacancies in
the supreme court and district court shall be filled
by appointment by the governor from lists of nomi-
nees submitted by the appropriate judicial nomi-
nating commission. Three nominees shall be sub-
mitted for each supreme court vacancy, and two
nominees shall be submitted for eachdistrict court
vacancy. If the governor fails for thirty days to
make the appointment, it shall bemade from such
nominees by the chief justice of the supreme court.

Added 1962, Amendment [21]

ART. V, §16, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §16

State and district nominating commis-
sions. SEC. 16. There shall be a state judicial
nominating commission. Such commission shall
make nominations to fill vacancies in the supreme
court. Until July 4, 1973, and thereafter unless
otherwise provided by law, the state judicial nomi-
nating commission shall be composed and selected
as follows: There shall be not less than three nor
more than eight appointive members, as provided
by law, and an equal number of elective members
on such commission, all of whom shall be electors
of the state. The appointive members shall be ap-
pointed by the governor subject to confirmation by
the senate. The elective members shall be elected
by the resident members of the bar of the state.
The judge of the supreme court who is senior in
length of service on said court, other than the chief

justice, shall also be amember of such commission
and shall be its chairman.
There shall be a district judicial nominating

commission in each judicial district of the state.
Such commissions shall make nominations to fill
vacancies in the district court within their respec-
tive districts. Until July 4, 1973, and thereafter
unless otherwise provided by law, district judicial
nominating commissions shall be composed and
selected as follows: There shall be not less than
three nor more than six appointive members, as
provided by law, and an equal number of elective
members on each such commission, all of whom
shall be electors of the district. The appointive
members shall be appointed by the governor. The
elective members shall be elected by the resident
members of the bar of the district. The district
judge of such district who is senior in length of ser-
vice shall also be a member of such commission
and shall be its chairman.
Due consideration shall be given to area repre-

sentation in the appointment and election of judi-
cial nominating commissionmembers. Appointive
and elective members of judicial nominating com-
missions shall serve for six-year terms, shall be in-
eligible for a second six-year term on the same
commission, shall hold no office of profit of the
United States or of the state during their terms,
shall be chosenwithout reference to political affili-
ation, and shall have such other qualifications as
may be prescribed by law. As near as may be, the
terms of one-third of such members shall expire
every two years.

Added 1962, Amendment [21]

ART. V, §17, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §17

Terms — judicial elections. SEC. 17.
Members of all courts shall have such tenure in of-
fice as may be fixed by law, but terms of supreme
court judges shall be not less than eight years and
terms of district court judges shall be not less than
six years. Judges shall serve for one year after ap-
pointment and until the first day of January fol-
lowing the next judicial election after the expira-
tion of such year. They shall at such judicial elec-
tion stand for retention in office on a separate bal-
lot which shall submit the question of whether
such judge shall be retained in office for the tenure
prescribed for such office and when such tenure is
a term of years, on their request, they shall, at the
judicial election next before the end of each term,
stand again for retention on such ballot. Present
supreme court and district court judges, at the ex-
piration of their respective terms,may be retained
in office in like manner for the tenure prescribed
for such office. The general assembly shall pre-
scribe the time for holding judicial elections.

Added 1962, Amendment [21]

ART. V, §18, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §18

Salaries — qualifications — retire-
ment. SEC. 18. Judges of the supreme court
and district court shall receive salaries from the
state, shall be members of the bar of the state and
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shall have such other qualifications asmay be pre-
scribed by law. Judges of the supreme court and
district court shall be ineligible to any other office
of the state while serving on said court and for two
years thereafter, except that district judges shall
be eligible to the office of supreme court judge.
Other judicial officers shall be selected in such
manner and shall have such tenure, compensation
andother qualificationasmaybe fixedby law. The
general assembly shall prescribe mandatory re-
tirement for judges of the supreme court and dis-
trict court at a specified age and shall provide for
adequate retirement compensation. Retired
judges may be subject to special assignment to
temporary judicial duties by the supreme court, as

provided by law.
Added 1962, Amendment [21]

ART. V, §19, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. V, §19

Retirement and discipline of judges. SEC.

19. In addition to the legislative power of im-
peachment of judges as set forth in article three
(III), sections nineteen (19) and twenty (20) of the
constitution, the supreme court shall have power
to retire judges for disability and to discipline or
remove them for good cause, upon application by
a commission on judicial qualifications. The gen-
eral assembly shall provide by law for the imple-
mentation of this section.

Added 1972, Amendment [33]
ART. VI, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VI

ARTICLE VI.

MILITIA.

ART. VI, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VI, §1

Composition — training. SECTION 1. The
militia of this state shall be composed of all able-
bodiedmale citizens, between the ages of eighteen
and forty-five years, except such as are or may
hereafter be exempt by the laws of the United
States, or of this state, and shall be armed,
equipped, and trained, as the general assembly
may provide by law.

Amended 1868, Amendment [5]

ART. VI, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VI, §2

Exemption. SEC. 2. No person or persons

conscientiously scrupulous of bearing arms shall
be compelled to do military duty in time of peace:
Provided, that such person or persons shall pay an
equivalent for such exemption in the same man-
ner as other citizens.

ART. VI, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VI, §3

Officers. SEC. 3. All commissioned officers
of the militia, (staff officers excepted,) shall be
elected by the persons liable to perform military
duty, and shall be commissioned by the governor.

ART. VII, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VII

ARTICLE VII.

STATE DEBTS.

ART. VII, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VII, §1

Credit not to be loaned. SECTION 1. The
credit of the state shall not, in anymanner, be giv-
en or loaned to, or inaid of, any individual, associa-
tion, or corporation; and the state shall never as-
sume, or become responsible for, the debts or lia-
bilities of any individual, association, or corpora-
tion, unless incurred in time of war for the benefit
of the state.

ART. VII, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VII, §2

Limitation. SEC. 2. The state may contract
debts to supply casual deficits or failures in reve-
nues, or to meet expenses not otherwise provided
for; but the aggregate amount of such debts, direct
and contingent, whether contracted by virtue of
one or more acts of the general assembly, or at dif-
ferent periods of time, shall never exceed the sum
of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars; and the
money arising from the creation of such debts,
shall be applied to the purpose for which it was ob-
tained, or to repay the debts so contracted, and to
no other purpose whatever.

ART. VII, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VII, §3

Losses to school funds. SEC. 3. All losses
to the permanent, school, or university fund of this
state, which shall have been occasioned by the de-
falcation, mismanagement or fraud of the agents
or officers controlling and managing the same,
shall be audited by the proper authorities of the
state. The amount so audited shall be a perma-
nent funded debt against the state, in favor of the
respective fund, sustaining the loss, upon which
not less than six per cent. annual interest shall be
paid. The amount of liability so created shall not
be counted as a part of the indebtedness autho-
rized by the second section of this article.

ART. VII, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VII, §4

War debts. SEC. 4. In addition to the above
limited power to contract debts, the statemay con-
tract debts to repel invasion, suppress insurrec-
tion, or defend the state in war; but the money
arising from the debts so contracted shall be ap-
plied to the purpose for which it was raised, or to
repay such debts, and to no other purpose whatev-
er.



liiART. VII, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)

ART. VII, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VII, §5

Contracting debt — submission to the
people. SEC. 5. Except the debts herein before
specified in this article, no debt shall be hereafter
contracted by, or on behalf of this state, unless
suchdebt shall be authorizedby some law for some
single work or object, to be distinctly specified
therein; and such law shall impose and provide for
the collection of a direct annual tax, sufficient to
pay the interest on such debt, as it falls due, and
also to pay and discharge the principal of such
debt, within twenty years from the time of the con-
tracting thereof; but no such law shall take effect
until at a general election it shall have been sub-
mitted to the people, and have received amajority
of all the votes cast for and against it at such elec-
tion; andallmoney raisedby authority of such law,
shall be applied only to the specific object therein
stated, or to the payment of the debt created there-
by; and such law shall be published in at least one
newspaper in each county, if one is published
therein, throughout the state, for three months
preceding the election at which it is submitted to
the people.

For statutory provisions, see §49A.1 to 49A.9 of the Code

ART. VII, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VII, §6

Legislature may repeal. SEC. 6. The legis-
lature may, at any time, after the approval of such
law by the people, if no debt shall have been con-
tracted in pursuance thereof, repeal the same; and
may, at any time, forbid the contracting of any fur-
ther debt, or liability, under such law; but the tax
imposed by such law, in proportion to the debt or
liability, which may have been contracted in pur-
suance thereof, shall remain in force and be irre-

pealable, and be annually collected, until the prin-
cipal and interest are fully paid.

ART. VII, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VII, §7

Tax imposed distinctly stated. SEC.

7. Every law which imposes, continues, or re-
vives a tax, shall distinctly state the tax, and the
object to which it is to be applied; and it shall not
be sufficient to refer to any other law to fix such tax
or object.

ART. VII, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VII, §8

Motor vehicle fees and fuel taxes. SEC.

8. All motor vehicle registration fees and all li-
censes and excise taxes on motor vehicle fuel, ex-
cept cost of administration, shall be used exclu-
sively for the construction, maintenance and su-
pervision of the public highways exclusively with-
in the state or for the payment of bonds issued or
to be issued for the construction of such public
highways and the payment of interest on such
bonds.

Added 1942, Amendment [18]

ART. VII, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VII, §9

Fish and wildlife protection funds. SEC.

9. All revenue derived from state license fees for
hunting, fishing, and trapping, and all state funds
appropriated for, and federal or private funds re-
ceived by the state for, the regulation or advance-
ment of hunting, fishing, or trapping, or the pro-
tection, propagation, restoration,management, or
harvest of fish orwildlife, shall be used exclusively
for the performance and administration of activi-
ties related to those purposes.

Added 1996, Amendment [44]
ART. VIII, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VIII

ARTICLE VIII.

CORPORATIONS.

Referred to in §12C.13 of the Code

ART. VIII, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VIII, §1

How created. SECTION 1. No corporation
shall be created by special laws; but the general
assembly shall provide, by general laws, for the or-
ganization of all corporations hereafter to be cre-
ated, except as hereinafter provided.

ART. VIII, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VIII, §2

Taxation of corporations. SEC. 2. The
property of all corporations for pecuniary profit,
shall be subject to taxation, the same as that of in-
dividuals.

ART. VIII, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VIII, §3

State not to be a stockholder. SEC. 3. The
state shall not become a stockholder in any corpo-
ration, nor shall it assume or pay the debt or liabil-
ity of any corporation, unless incurred in time of
war for the benefit of the state.

Referred to in §509A.12 of the Code

ART. VIII, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VIII, §4

Municipal corporations. SEC. 4. No politi-
cal or municipal corporation shall become a stock-
holder in anybanking corporation, directly or indi-
rectly.

ART. VIII, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VIII, §5

Bankingassociations. SEC.5. Noact of the
general assembly, authorizing or creating corpora-
tions or associations with banking powers, nor
amendments thereto shall take effect, or in any
manner be in force, until the same shall have been
submitted, separately, to the people, at a general
or special election, as provided by law, to be held
not less than threemonths after the passage of the
act, and shall have been approved by a majority of
all the electors voting for and against it at such
election.



liii CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §8

ART. VIII, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VIII, §6

State bank. SEC. 6. Subject to the provi-
sions of the foregoing section, the general assem-
bly may also provide for the establishment of a
state bank with branches.*

*Sections 6 to 11, apply to banks of issue only. See 63 Iowa 11, also 220
Iowa 794 and 221 Iowa 102

ART. VIII, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VIII, §7

Specie basis. SEC. 7. If a state bank be es-
tablished, it shall be founded on an actual specie
basis, and the branches shall be mutually respon-
sible for each other’s liabilities upon all notes,
bills, and other issues intended for circulation as
money.

ART. VIII, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VIII, §8

General banking law. SEC. 8. If a general
banking law shall be enacted, it shall provide for
the registry and countersigning, by an officer of
state, of all bills, or paper credit designed to circu-
late as money, and require security to the full
amount thereof, to be deposited with the state
treasurer, in United States stocks, or in interest
paying stocks of states in good credit andstanding,
to be rated at ten per cent. below their average val-
ue in the city of New York, for the thirty days next
preceding their deposit; and in case of a depreci-
ation of any portion of said stocks, to the amount
of ten per cent. on the dollar, the bank or banks
owning such stock shall be required to make up
said deficiency by depositing additional stocks:
and said law shall also provide for the recording of
the names of all stockholders in such corporations,

the amount of stock held by each, the time of any
transfer, and to whom.

ART. VIII, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VIII, §9

Stockholders’ responsibility. SEC. 9. Ev-
ery stockholder in a banking corporation or insti-
tution shall be individually responsible and liable
to its creditors, over andabove the amount of stock
byhimor her held, to an amount equal to his or her
respective shares so held for all of its liabilities, ac-
cruing while he or she remains such stockholder.

ART. VIII, §10, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VIII, §10

Billholders preferred. SEC. 10. In case of
the insolvency of any banking institution, the bill-
holders shall have a preference over its other cred-
itors.

ART. VIII, §11, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VIII, §11

Specie payments — suspension. SEC.

11. The suspension of specie payments by bank-
ing institutions shall never be permitted or sanc-
tioned.

ART. VIII, §12, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. VIII, §12

Amendment or repeal of laws — exclusive
privileges. SEC. 12. Subject to the provisions
of this article, the general assembly shall have
power to amend or repeal all laws for the organiza-
tion or creation of corporations, or granting of spe-
cial or exclusive privileges or immunities, by a
vote of two thirds of each branch of the general as-
sembly; and no exclusive privileges, except as in
this article provided, shall ever be granted.

Analogous provision, §491.39 of the Code
ART. IX, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX

ARTICLE IX.

EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LANDS.

1ST. EDUCATION.**

**See note at the end of this 1st division.

ART. IX, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §1

Board of education. SECTION 1. [* * *]*
*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been

omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.

ART. IX, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §2

Eligibility. SEC. 2. [* * *]*
*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been

omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.

ART. IX, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §3

Election of members. SEC. 3. [* * *]*
*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been

omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.

ART. IX, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §4

First session. SEC. 4. [* * *]*
*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been

omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.

ART. IX, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §5

Limitation of sessions. SEC. 5. [* * *]*
*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been

omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.

ART. IX, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §6

Secretary. SEC. 6. [* * *]*
*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been

omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.

ART. IX, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §7

Rules and regulations. SEC. 7. [* * *]*
*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been

omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.

ART. IX, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §8

Power to legislate. SEC. 8. [* * *]*
*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been

omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.



livART. IX, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)

ART. IX, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §9

Governor ex officio a member. SEC. 9.
[* * *]*

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been
omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.

ART. IX, §10, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §10

Expenses. SEC. 10. [* * *]*
*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been

omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.

ART. IX, §11, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §11

State university. SEC. 11. [* * *]*
*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been

omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.

See Laws of the Board of Education, Act 10, December 25, 1858, which
provides for the management of the state university by a board of trustees
appointed by the board of education. See also sec. 2 of 2nd. division of this
article.

ART. IX, §12, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §12

Common schools. SEC. 12. [* * *]*
*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been

omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.

ART. IX, §13, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §13

Compensation. SEC. 13. [* * *]*
*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been

omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.

ART. IX, §14, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §14

Quorum — style of acts. SEC. 14. [* * *]*
*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been

omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.

ART. IX, §15, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §15

Board may be abolished. SEC. 15. [* * *]*
The general assembly shall have power to abolish
or reorganize said board of education, and provide
for the educational interest of the state in any oth-
er manner that to them shall seem best and prop-
er.**

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been
omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.

**The board of education was abolished in 1864 by 1864 Acts, ch 52, §1.
For statutory provisions, see chapters 256 and 262 of the Code.

ART. IX, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX

2ND. SCHOOL FUNDS AND SCHOOL LANDS.

ART. IX, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §1

Control — management. SECTION 1. The
educational and school funds and lands shall be
under the control and management of the general
assembly of this state.

ART. IX, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §2

Permanent fund. SEC. 2. The university
lands, and the proceeds thereof, and allmonies be-
longing to said fund shall be a permanent fund for
the sole use of the state university. The interest
arising from the same shall be annually appro-
priated for the support and benefit of said univer-
sity.

ART. IX, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §3

Perpetual support fund. SEC. 3. The gen-
eral assembly shall encourage, by all suitable
means, the promotion of intellectual, scientific,
moral, and agricultural improvement. The pro-
ceeds of all lands that have been, or hereafter may
be, granted by the United States to this state, for
the support of schools, which may have been or
shall hereafter be sold, or disposed of, and the five
hundred thousand acres of land granted to the
new states, under an act of congress, distributing
the proceeds of the public lands among the several
states of the union, approved in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-one,
and all estates of deceased persons who may have
died without leaving a will or heir, and also such
percent as has been or may hereafter be granted
by congress, on the sale of lands in this state, shall
be, and remain a perpetual fund, the interest of
which, together with all rents of the unsold lands,
and such other means as the general assembly

may provide, shall be inviolably appropriated to
the support of common schools throughout the
state.

Referred to in §175.4 of the Code

ART. IX, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §4

Fines — how appropriated. SEC. 4.
Repealed 1974, Amendment [35]

ART. IX, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §5

Proceeds of lands. SEC. 5. The general as-
sembly shall takemeasures for the protection, im-
provement, or other disposition of such lands as
have been, or may hereafter be reserved, or
grantedby theUnitedStates, or anyperson or per-
sons, to this state, for the use of the university, and
the funds accruing from the rents or sale of such
lands, or from any other source for the purpose
aforesaid, shall be, and remain, a permanent fund,
the interest of which shall be applied to the sup-
port of said university, for the promotion of litera-
ture, the arts and sciences, as may be authorized
by the terms of such grant. And it shall be the duty
of the general assembly as soon as may be, to pro-
vide effectualmeans for the improvement andper-
manent security of the funds of said university.

ART. IX, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §6

Agents of school funds. SEC. 6. The finan-
cial agents of the school funds shall be the same,
that by law, receive and control the state and
county revenue for other civil purposes, under
such regulations as may be provided by law.

ART. IX, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. IX, §7

Distribution. SEC. 7.
Repealed 1984, Amendment [39]
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ART. X, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. X

ARTICLE X.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.

ART. X, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. X, §1

How proposed — submission. SECTION

1. Any amendment or amendments to this con-
stitution may be proposed in either house of the
general assembly; and if the same shall be agreed
to by a majority of the members elected to each of
the two houses, such proposed amendment shall
be entered on their journals, with the yeas and
nays taken thereon, and referred to the legislature
to be chosen at the next general election, and shall
be published, as provided by law, for threemonths
previous to the time of making such choice; and if,
in the general assembly so next chosen as afore-
said, such proposed amendment or amendments
shall be agreed to, by amajority of all themembers
elected to each house, then it shall be the duty of
the general assembly to submit such proposed
amendment or amendments to the people, in such
manner, and at such time as the general assembly
shall provide; and if the people shall approve and
ratify such amendment or amendments, by a ma-
jority of the electors qualified to vote for members
of the general assembly, voting thereon, such
amendment or amendments shall become a part of
the constitution of this state.

For statutory provisions, see §49.43 through 49.50 and 49A.1 through
49A.11 of the Code

ART. X, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. X, §2

More than one amendment. SEC. 2. If two
or more amendments shall be submitted at the
same time, they shall be submitted in such man-
ner that the electors shall vote for or against each

of such amendments separately.

ART. X, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. X, §3

Constitutional convention. SEC. 3. At the
general election to be held in the year one thou-
sand nine hundred and seventy, and in each tenth
year thereafter, and also at such times as the gen-
eral assembly may, by law, provide, the question,
“Shall there be a convention to revise the constitu-
tion, and propose amendment or amendments to
same?” shall be decided by the electors qualified to
vote for members of the general assembly; and in
case a majority of the electors so qualified, voting
at such election, for and against such proposition,
shall decide in favor of a convention for such pur-
pose, the general assembly, at its next session,
shall provide by law for the election of delegates to
such convention, and for submitting the results of
said convention to the people, in suchmanner and
at such time as the general assembly shall pro-
vide; and if the people shall approve and ratify
such amendment or amendments, by amajority of
the electors qualified to vote for members of the
general assembly, voting thereon, such amend-
ment or amendments shall become a part of the
constitution of this state. If two or more amend-
ments shall be submitted at the same time, they
shall be submitted in such a manner that electors
may vote for or against each such amendment sep-
arately.

Repealed and rewritten 1964, Amendment [22]
Statutory provision, §39.4 of the Code

ART. XI, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XI

ARTICLE XI.

MISCELLANEOUS.

ART. XI, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XI, §1

Justice of peace — jurisdiction. SECTION

1. The jurisdiction of justices of the peace shall
extend to all civil cases, (except cases in chancery,
and cases where the question of title to real estate
may arise,) where the amount in controversy does
not exceed one hundred dollars, and by the con-
sent of partiesmay be extended to any amount not
exceeding three hundred dollars.

Nonindictable misdemeanors, jurisdiction, Art. I, §11
[The office of justice of peace has been abolished by 72 Acts, ch 1124.]

ART. XI, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XI, §2

Counties. SEC. 2. No new county shall be
hereafter created containing less than four hun-
dred and thirty two squaremiles; nor shall the ter-
ritory of any organized county be reduced below
that area; except the county of Worth, and the
counties west of it, along the northern boundary of
this state, may be organized without additional
territory.

ART. XI, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XI, §3

Indebtedness of political ormunicipal cor-
porations. SEC. 3. No county, or other political
or municipal corporation shall be allowed to be-
come indebted in any manner, or for any purpose,
to an amount, in the aggregate, exceeding five per
centumon the value of the taxable propertywithin
such county or corporation— to be ascertained by
the last state and county tax lists, previous to the
incurring of such indebtedness.

Statutory limitation, §346.24 of the Code
See 72 Acts, ch 1088

ART. XI, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XI, §4

Boundaries of state. SEC. 4. The bound-
aries of the state may be enlarged, with the con-
sent of congress and the general assembly.

See boundary compromise agreements at the end of Volume VI of the
Code

ART. XI, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XI, §5

Oath of office. SEC. 5. Every person elected
or appointed to any office, shall, before entering
upon the duties thereof, take an oath or affirma-
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tion to support the constitution of the United
States, and of this state, and also an oath of office.

See §63.10 of the Code

ART. XI, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XI, §6

Howvacancies filled. SEC.6. In all cases of
elections to fill vacancies in office occurring before
the expiration of a full term, the person so elected
shall hold for the residue of the unexpired term;
andall persons appointed to fill vacancies in office,
shall holduntil the next general election, anduntil
their successors are elected and qualified.

ART. XI, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XI, §7

Land grants located. SEC. 7. The general
assembly shall not locate any of the public lands,

which have been, ormay be granted by congress to
this state, and the location of which may be given
to the general assembly, upon lands actually
settled, without the consent of the occupant. The
extent of the claim of such occupant, so exempted,
shall not exceed three hundred and twenty acres.

ART. XI, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XI, §8

Seat of government established — state
university. SEC. 8. The seat of government is
hereby permanently established, as now fixed by
law, at the city ofDesMoines, in the county ofPolk;
and the state university, at Iowa City, in the
county of Johnson.

See 1855 Acts, ch 72
ART. XII, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII

ARTICLE XII.

SCHEDULE.

ART. XII, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §1

Supreme law — constitutionality of
acts. SECTION 1. This constitution shall be the
supreme law of the state, andany law inconsistent
therewith, shall be void. The general assembly
shall pass all laws necessary to carry this constitu-
tion into effect.

ART. XII, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §2

Laws in force. SEC. 2. All laws now in force
and not inconsistent with this constitution, shall
remain in force until they shall expire or be re-
pealed.

ART. XII, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §3

Proceedings not affected. SEC. 3. [* * *]*
*Certain transitional provisions of Art. XII have been omitted from this

codified Constitution. See original Constitution (following) for omitted lan-
guage.

ART. XII, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §4

Fines inure to the state. SEC. 4.
Repealed 1974, Amendment [35]

ART. XII, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §5

Bonds in force. SEC. 5. [* * *]*
*Certain transitional provisions of Art. XII have been omitted from this

codified Constitution. See original Constitution (following) for omitted lan-
guage.

ART. XII, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §6

First election for governor and lieutenant
governor. SEC. 6. [* * *]*

*Certain transitional provisions of Art. XII have been omitted from this
codified Constitution. See original Constitution (following) for omitted lan-
guage.

ART. XII, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §7

First election of officers. SEC. 7. [* * *]*
*Certain transitional provisions of Art. XII have been omitted from this

codified Constitution. See original Constitution (following) for omitted lan-
guage.

ART. XII, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §8

For judges of supreme court. SEC. 8.
[* * *]*

*Certain transitional provisions of Art. XII have been omitted from this
codified Constitution. See original Constitution (following) for omitted lan-
guage.

ART. XII, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §9

General assembly — first session. SEC.

9. [* * *]*
*Certain transitional provisions of Art. XII have been omitted from this

codified Constitution. See original Constitution (following) for omitted lan-
guage.

ART. XII, §10, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §10

Senators. SEC. 10. [* * *]*
*Certain transitional provisions of Art. XII have been omitted from this

codified Constitution. See original Constitution (following) for omitted lan-
guage.

ART. XII, §11, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §11

Offices not vacated. SEC. 11. [* * *]*
*Certain transitional provisions of Art. XII have been omitted from this

codified Constitution. See original Constitution (following) for omitted lan-
guage.

ART. XII, §12, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §12

Judicial districts. SEC. 12. [* * *]*
*Certain transitional provisions of Art. XII have been omitted from this

codified Constitution. See original Constitution (following) for omitted lan-
guage.

ART. XII, §13, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §13

Submission of constitution. SEC. 13.
[* * *]*

*Certain transitional provisions of Art. XII have been omitted from this
codified Constitution. See original Constitution (following) for omitted lan-
guage.

ART. XII, §14, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §14

Proposition to strike out the word
“white”. SEC. 14. [* * *]*

*Certain transitional provisions of Art. XII have been omitted from this
codified Constitution. See original Constitution (following) for omitted lan-
guage.

ART. XII, §15, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §15

Mills county. SEC. 15. [* * *]*
*Certain transitional provisions of Art. XII have been omitted from this

codified Constitution. See original Constitution (following) for omitted lan-
guage.

ART. XII, §16, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (CODIFIED), ART. XII, §16

General election. SEC. 16. [* * *]*
Added 1904, Amendment [11]. Apparently superseded by Art. II, §7.

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or obsolete, have been
omitted from this codified Constitution. See original Constitution (follow-
ing) for omitted language.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)

[With the exception of the summary which appears at the beginning of the
Constitution and the catchwords which precede each section, the Constitution

as it appears here is a literal print of the original Constitution on
file in the office of the secretary of state.]

[The amendments appear at the end, following the original text,
in this version of the Constitution. In the codified
Constitution (preceding), the amendments appear

at the appropriate place in the text.]

[Repealed or superseded parts of the Constitution have been printed in italics.]

PREAMBLE.

Boundaries.

ARTICLE I. — BILL OF RIGHTS.

SEC. 1. Rights of persons. See Amendment
[45].

2. Political power.
3. Religion.
4. Religious test — witnesses.
5. Dueling. [Repealed] Amendment

[43].
6. Laws uniform.
7. Liberty of speech and press.
8. Personal security — searches and

seizures.
9. Right of trial by jury — due process

of law.
10. Rights of persons accused.
11. When indictment necessary. See

Amendments [9] and [46].
12. Twice tried — bail.
13. Habeas corpus.
14. Military.
15. Quartering soldiers.
16. Treason.
17. Bail — punishments.
18. Eminent domain. See Amendment

[13].
19. Imprisonment for debt.
20. Right of assemblage — petition.
21. Attainder — ex post facto law —

obligation of contract.
22. Resident aliens.
23. Slavery — penal servitude.
24. Agricultural leases.
25. Rights reserved.

ARTICLE II. — RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE.

SEC. 1. Electors. [Repealed] Amendment
[30].

2. Privileged from arrest.
3. From military duty.
4. Persons in military service.
5. Disqualified persons.
6. Ballot.
7. General election. [Repealed]

Amendments [7], [11], and [14].

ARTICLE III. — OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS.

SEC. 1. Departments of government.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. General assembly.
2. Sessions. [Repealed] Amendments

[24] and [36].
3. Representatives.
4. Qualifications.
5. Senators — qualifications.
6. Number and classification.

[Repealed] Amendment [26].
7. Officers — elections determined.
8. Quorum.
9. Authority of the houses.

10. Protest — record of vote.
11. Privileged from arrest.
12. Vacancies.
13. Doors open.
14. Adjournments.
15. Bills.
16. Executive approval — veto. See

Amendment [27].
17. Passage of bills.
18. Receipts and expenditures.
19. Impeachment.
20. Officers subject to impeachment —

judgment.
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21. Members not appointed to office.
22. Disqualification.
23. Failure to account.
24. Appropriations.
25. Compensation of members.

[Repealed] Amendment [28].
26. Time laws to take effect. See

Amendment [23]. [Repealed]
Amendment [40].

27. Divorce.
28. Lotteries. [Repealed] Amendment

[34].
29. Acts — one subject — expressed in

title.
30. Local or special laws — general and

uniform — boundaries of counties.
31. Extra compensation — payment of

claims — appropriations for local
or private purposes.

32. Oath of members.
33. Census. [Repealed] Amendment

[17].
34. Senators — number — method of

apportionment. [Repealed]
Amendment [16] also [26].

35. Senators — representatives —
number — apportionment —
districts. [Repealed] Amendment
[26].

36. Ratio of representation. [Repealed]
Amendment [26].

37. Districts. [Repealed] Amendment
[26].

38. Elections by general assembly.
38A. Municipal home rule. Amendment

[25].
39. Legislative districts. Amendment

[29].
39A. Counties Home Rule. Amendment

[37].
40. Nullification of administrative

rules. Amendment [38].

ARTICLE IV. — EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. Governor.
2. Election and term. Amendments

[32] and [41].
3. Lieutenant governor — returns of

elections. Amendments [32] and
[41].

4. Election by general assembly. See
Amendments [19] and [41].

5. Contested elections. Amendment
[41].

6. Eligibility.
7. Commander in chief.
8. Duties of governor.
9. Execution of laws.

10. Vacancies.
11. Convening general assembly. See

Amendment [36].

12. Message.
13. Adjournment.
14. Disqualification.
15. Terms — compensation of

lieutenant governor.
Amendments [32] and [42].

16. Pardons — reprieves —
commutations.

17. Lieutenant governor to act as
governor.

18. President of senate. Amendment
[42].

19. Vacancies. Amendments [20] and
[42].

20. Seal of state.
21. Grants and commissions.
22. Secretary — auditor — treasurer.

[Repealed] Amendment [32].

ARTICLE V. — JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. Courts.
2. Supreme court.
3. Election of judges — term.

[Repealed] Amendment [21].
4. Jurisdiction of supreme court. See

Amendment [21].
5. District court and judge. [Repealed]

Amendment [21].
6. Jurisdiction of district court.
7. Conservators of the peace.
8. Style of process.
9. Salaries. [Repealed] Amendment

[21].
10. Judicial districts — supreme court.

See Amendment [8].
11. Judges — when chosen. [Repealed]

Amendment [21].
12. Attorney general. [Repealed]

Amendment [32].
13. District attorney. [Repealed]

Amendment [10] also [31].
14. System of court practice.
15. Vacancies in courts. See

Amendment [21].
16. State and district nominating

commissions. See Amendment
[21].

17. Terms — judicial elections. See
Amendment [21].

18. Salaries — qualifications —
retirement. See Amendment [21].

19. Retirement and discipline of judges.
See Amendment [33].

ARTICLE VI. — MILITIA.

SEC. 1. Composition — training.
2. Exemption.
3. Officers.
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ARTICLE VII. — STATE DEBTS.

SEC. 1. Credit not to be loaned.
2. Limitation.
3. Losses to school funds.
4. War debts.
5. Contracting debt — submission to

the people.
6. Legislature may repeal.
7. Tax imposed distinctly stated.
8. Motor vehicle fees and fuel taxes.

Amendment [18].
9. Fish and wildlife protection funds.

Amendment [44].

ARTICLE VIII. — CORPORATIONS.

SEC. 1. How created.
2. Taxation of corporations.
3. State not to be a stockholder.
4. Municipal corporations.
5. Banking associations.
6. State bank.
7. Specie basis.
8. General banking law.
9. Stockholders’ responsibility.

10. Bill-holders preferred.
11. Specie payments — suspension.
12. Amendment or repeal of laws —

exclusive privileges.

ARTICLE IX. — EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LANDS.

1st. Education. [Abolished]

SEC. 1. Board of education.
2. Eligibility.
3. Election of members.
4. First session.
5. Limitation of sessions.
6. Secretary.
7. Rules and regulations.
8. Power to legislate.
9. Governor ex officio a member.

10. Expenses.
11. State university.
12. Common schools.
13. Compensation.
14. Quorum — style of acts.
15. Board may be abolished.

2nd. School Funds and School
Lands.

SEC. 1. Control — management.
2. Permanent fund.
3. Perpetual support fund.
4. Fines — how appropriated.

[Repealed] Amendment [35].
5. Proceeds of lands.
6. Agents of school funds.

7. Distribution. [Repealed]
Amendment [39].

ARTICLE X. — AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.

SEC. 1. How proposed — submission.
2. More than one amendment.
3. Convention. [Repealed] Amendment

[22].

ARTICLE XI. — MISCELLANEOUS.

SEC. 1. Justice of peace — jurisdiction.
2. Counties.
3. Indebtedness of political or

municipal corporations.
4. Boundaries of state.
5. Oath of office.
6. How vacancies filled.
7. Land grants located.
8. Seat of government established —

state university.

ARTICLE XII. — SCHEDULE.

SEC. 1. Supreme law — constitutionality of
Acts.

2. Laws in force.
3. Proceedings not affected.
4. Fines inure to the state. [Repealed]

Amendment [35].
5. Bonds in force.
6. First election for governor and

lieutenant governor.
7. First election of officers.
8. For judges of supreme court.
9. General assembly — first session.

10. Senators.
11. Offices not vacated.
12. Judicial districts.
13. Submission of constitution.
14. Proposition to strike out the word

“white”.
15. Mills county.
16. General election. See Amendment

[11] also [14].

AMENDMENTS

AMENDMENTS OF 1868.

1. Qualifications of electors. [1].
2. Census. [2].
3. Senators — apportionment. [3].
4. Senators — representatives —

apportionment. [4].
5. Militia — composition. [5].

AMENDMENT OF 1880.

Representatives — qualifications. [6].
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AMENDMENTS OF 1884.

1. General election. [Repealed]
Amendments [7] and [14].

2. Judicial districts. [8].
3. Grand jury. [9].
4. County attorney. [Repealed]

Amendments [10] and [31].

AMENDMENTS OF 1904.

1. General election. [Superseded] See
Amendments [11] and [14].

2. Senators — number — method of
apportionment. [Repealed]
Amendments [12], [16], and [26].

Representatives — number —
apportionment. [Repealed]
Amendments [12] and [26].

Ratio of representation. [Repealed]
Amendments [12] and [26].

AMENDMENT OF 1908.

Drainage ditches and levees. [13].

AMENDMENT OF 1916.

General election. [14].

AMENDMENT OF 1926.

Legislative department. [15].

AMENDMENT OF 1928.

Legislative department. [Repealed]
Amendments [16]; also [26] of
1968.

AMENDMENT OF 1936.

Census repeal. [17].

AMENDMENT OF 1942.

Motor vehicle fees and fuel taxes. [18].

AMENDMENTS OF 1952.

1. Death of governor-elect or failure to
qualify. [19].

2. Gubernatorial succession. [20].

AMENDMENT OF 1962.

Judicial department. [21].

AMENDMENT OF 1964.

Constitutional convention. [22].

AMENDMENT OF 1966.

Effective date of Acts. [23].

AMENDMENTS OF 1968.

1. Annual sessions of General Assembly.
[Repealed] Amendments [24]; also
[36] of 1974.

2. Municipal home rule. [25].
3. General Assembly membership. [26].

Congressional districts. [26].
4. Item veto by Governor. [27].
5. Compensation and expenses of General

Assembly. [28].

AMENDMENTS OF 1970.

1. Legislative districts. [29].
2. Electors. [30].
3. County attorney. [Repealed] [31].

AMENDMENTS OF 1972.

1. Terms of governor and lieutenant
governor. [32].

Terms of secretary, auditor and
treasurer. [32].

Term of attorney general. [32].
2. Retirement and discipline of judges.

[33].
3. Lottery prohibition. [Repealed] [34].

AMENDMENTS OF 1974.

1. Apportionment of fines. [35].
2. Annual sessions of General Assembly —

special sessions. [36].

AMENDMENT OF 1978.

Counties home rule. [37].

AMENDMENTS OF 1984.

1. Nullification of administrative rules.
[38].

2. Distribution. [Repealed] [39].

AMENDMENT OF 1986.

Time laws to take effect. [40].

AMENDMENTS OF 1988.

1. Election and term. [41].
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Governor and lieutenant governor
elected jointly — returns of
elections. [41].

Election by general assembly in case of
tie — succession by lieutenant
governor. [41].

Contested elections. [41].
2. Terms — compensation. [42].

Duties of lieutenant governor. [42].
Succession to office of governor and

lieutenant governor. [42].

AMENDMENT OF 1992.

Dueling. [Repealed] [43].

AMENDMENT OF 1996.

Fish and wildlife protection funds. [44].

AMENDMENTS OF 1998.

1. Rights of persons. [45].
2. When indictment necessary — grand

jury. [46].

______________

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)

Preamble. WE THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF

IOWA, grateful to the Supreme Being for the bless-
ings hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our dependence
onHim for a continuation of those blessings, do or-
dain and establish a free and independent govern-
ment, by the name of the State of Iowa, the bound-
aries whereof shall be as follows:

Boundaries. Beginning in the middle of the
main channel of the Mississippi River, at a point
due East of the middle of the mouth of the main
channel of the Des Moines River, thence up the
middle of themain channel of the said DesMoines
River, to a point on said river where the Northern
boundary line of the State of Missouri — as estab-
lished by the constitution of that State — adopted
June 12th. 1820 — crosses the said middle of the
main channel of the saidDesMoines River; thence

Westwardly along the said Northern boundary
line of the State of Missouri, as established at the
time aforesaid, until an extension of said line in-
tersects themiddle of themain channel of theMis-
souri River; thence up the middle of the main
channel of the saidMissouri River to a point oppo-
site the middle of the main channel of the Big
Sioux River, according to Nicollett’s Map; thence
up the main channel of the said Big Sioux River,
according to the saidmap, until it is intersected by
the parallel of forty three degrees and thirty min-
utes North latitude; thence East along said paral-
lel of forty three degrees and thirty minutes until
said parallel intersects the middle of the main
channel of the Mississippi River; thence down the
middle of themain channel of saidMississippiRiv-
er to the place of beginning.

See boundary compromise agreements at the end of Volume VI of the
Code

ART. I, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I

ARTICLE I.

BILL OF RIGHTS.

ART. I, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §1

Rights of persons. SECTION 1. All men are,
by nature, free and equal, and have certain in-
alienable rights — among which are those of en-
joying and defending life and liberty, acquiring,
possessing and protecting property, and pursuing
and obtaining safety and happiness.

In 1998, this section was amended by adding the words “and women”:
See Amendment [45]

ART. I, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §2

Political power. SEC. 2. All political power
is inherent in the people. Government is insti-
tuted for the protection, security, andbenefit of the
people, and they have the right, at all times, to al-
ter or reform the same, whenever the public good
may require it.

ART. I, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §3

Religion. SEC. 3. The General Assembly
shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;

nor shall any person be compelled to attend any
place of worship, pay tithes, taxes, or other rates
for building or repairing places of worship, or the
maintenance of any minister, or ministry.

ART. I, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §4

Religious test —witnesses. SEC. 4. No re-
ligious test shall be required as a qualification for
any office, or public trust, and no person shall be
deprived of any of his rights, privileges, or capaci-
ties, or disqualified from the performance of any of
his public or private duties, or rendered incompe-
tent to give evidence in any court of law or equity,
in consequence of his opinions on the subject of
religion; and any party to any judicial proceeding
shall have the right to use as awitness, or take the
testimony of, any other person not disqualified on
account of interest, who may be cognizant of any
fact material to the case; and parties to suits may
be witnesses, as provided by law.

Referred to in §729.1 of the Code
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ART. I, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §5

Dueling. SEC. 5. [Any citizen of this State
who may hereafter be engaged, either directly, or
indirectly, in a duel, either as principal, or accesso-
ry before the fact, shall forever be disqualified from
holding any office under theConstitution and laws
of this State.]*

*This section repealed by Amendment [43]

ART. I, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §6

Laws uniform. SEC. 6. All laws of a general
nature shall have a uniform operation; the Gener-
al Assembly shall not grant to any citizen, or class
of citizens, privileges or immunities, which, upon
the same terms shall not equally belong to all citi-
zens.

ART. I, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §7

Liberty of speech and press. SEC. 7. Ev-
ery person may speak, write, and publish his sen-
timents on all subjects, being responsible for the
abuse of that right. No law shall be passed to re-
strain or abridge the liberty of speech, or of the
press. In all prosecutions or indictments for libel,
the truthmay be given in evidence to the jury, and
if it appears to the jury that thematter charged as
libellous was true, and was published with good
motives and for justifiable ends, the party shall be
acquitted.

ART. I, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §8

Personal security — searches and sei-
zures. SEC. 8. The right of the people to be se-
cure in their persons, houses, papers and effects,
against unreasonable seizures and searches shall
not be violated; and no warrant shall issue but on
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation,
particularly describing the place to be searched,
and the persons and things to be seized.

Referred to in §190C.22, 200A.10, 717.2A, 717B.5 of the Code

ART. I, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §9

Right of trial by jury — due process of
law. SEC. 9. The right of trial by jury shall re-
main inviolate; but theGeneral Assemblymay au-
thorize trial by a jury of a less number than twelve
men in inferior courts; but no person shall be de-
prived of life, liberty, or property, without due pro-
cess of law.

See also R.Cr.P. 2.17, 2.21(2), 2.67; R.C.P. 1.902, 1.903, 1.1108

ART. I, §10, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §10

Rights of persons accused. SEC. 10. In all
criminal prosecutions, and in cases involving the
life, or liberty of an individual the accused shall
have a right to a speedy and public trial by an im-
partial jury; to be informed of the accusation
against him, to have a copy of the same when de-
manded; to be confronted with the witnesses
against him; to have compulsory process for his
witnesses; and, to have the assistance of counsel.

See §602.1601 of the Code

ART. I, §11, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §11

When indictment necessary. SEC. 11. All
offences less than felony and in which the punish-
ment does not exceed a fine of One hundred dol-
lars, or imprisonment for thirty days, shall be

tried summarily before a Justice of the Peace, or
other officer authorized by law, on information un-
der oath, without indictment, or the intervention
of a grand jury, saving to the defendant the right
of appeal; andnoperson shall be held to answer for
any higher criminal offence, unless on present-
ment or indictment by a grand jury,* except in
cases arising in the army, or navy, or in themilitia,
when in actual service, in time of war or public
danger.

*As to indictment and the number of grand jurors, see Amendment [9],
R.Cr.P. 2.3, 2.4

In 1998, unnumbered paragraph 1 of this section was amended: See
Amendment [46]

Magistrate jurisdiction, §602.6405 of the Code

ART. I, §12, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §12

Twice tried — bail. SEC. 12. No person
shall after acquittal, be tried for the same offence.
All persons shall, before conviction, be bailable, by
sufficient sureties, except for capital offences
where the proof is evident, or the presumption
great.

ART. I, §13, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §13

Habeas corpus. SEC. 13. Thewrit of habeas
corpus shall not be suspended, or refusedwhenap-
plication ismade as required by law, unless in case
of rebellion, or invasion the public safety may re-
quire it.

ART. I, §14, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §14

Military. SEC. 14. The military shall be sub-
ordinate to the civil power. No standing army
shall be kept up by the State in time of peace; and
in time of war, no appropriation for a standing
army shall be for a longer time than two years.

ART. I, §15, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §15

Quartering soldiers. SEC. 15. No soldier
shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house
without the consent of the owner, nor in time of
war except in the manner prescribed by law.

ART. I, §16, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §16

Treason. SEC. 16. Treason against the State
shall consist only in levying war against it, adher-
ing to its enemies, or giving them aid and comfort.
No person shall be convicted of treason, unless on
the evidence of two witnesses to the same overt
act, or confession in open Court.

ART. I, §17, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §17

Bail — punishments. SEC. 17. Excessive
bail shall not be required; excessive fines shall not
be imposed, and cruel and unusual punishment
shall not be inflicted.

ART. I, §18, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §18

Eminent domain. SEC. 18. Private proper-
ty shall not be taken for public use without just
compensation first being made, or secured to be
made to the owner thereof, as soon as the damages
shall be assessed by a jury, who shall not take into
consideration any advantages that may result to
said owner on account of the improvement for
which it is taken.*

*See Amendment [13]
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ART. I, §19, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §19

Imprisonment for debt. SEC. 19. No per-
son shall be imprisoned for debt in any civil action,
on mesne or final process, unless in case of fraud;
andno person shall be imprisoned for amilitia fine
in time of peace.

ART. I, §20, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §20

Right of assemblage — petition. SEC.

20. The people have the right freely to assemble
together to counsel for the common good; to make
known their opinions to their representatives and
to petition for a redress of grievances.

ART. I, §21, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §21

Attainder— ex post facto law—obligation
of contract. SEC. 21. No bill of attainder, ex
post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of
contracts, shall ever be passed.

Referred to in §12E.11, 16.2 of the Code

ART. I, §22, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §22

Resident aliens. SEC. 22. Foreigners who
are, or may hereafter become residents of this
State, shall enjoy the same rights in respect to the

possession, enjoyment and descent of property, as
native born citizens.

ART. I, §23, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §23

Slavery — penal servitude. SEC. 23.
There shall be no slavery in this State; nor shall
there be involuntary servitude, unless for the pun-
ishment of crime.

ART. I, §24, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §24

Agricultural leases. SEC. 24. No lease or
grant of agricultural lands, reserving any rent, or
service of any kind, shall be valid for a longer peri-
od than twenty years.

Referred to in §461A.25 of the Code

ART. I, §25, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. I, §25

Rights reserved. SEC. 25. This enumera-
tion of rights shall not be construed to impair or
deny others, retained by the people.

An additional section (section 26) was added to article I by the amend-
ment of 1882. The supreme court, however, in the case of Koehler v. Hill, 60
Iowa 543, on April 21, 1883, held that, owing to certain irregularities, the
amendmentdidnot becomeapart of theConstitution. [Prohibition of intoxi-
cating liquors]

ART. II, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. II

ARTICLE II.

RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE.

ART. II, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. II, §1

Electors. SECTION 1. [Every (white)* male
citizen of theUnited States, of the age of twenty one
years, who shall have been a resident of this State
six months next preceding the election, and of the
County inwhichhe claimshis vote sixty days, shall
be entitled to vote at all elections which are now or
hereafter may be authorised by law.]**

*The above section was amended in 1868 by striking the word “white”
from the first line thereof: See Amendment [1]

For qualifications of electors, see alsoAmendments 19 and 26,U. S.Con-
stitution

A proposal to strike the word “male” was defeated in 1916
**In 1970, this section was repealed and a substitute adopted in lieu

thereof: See Amendment [30]

ART. II, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. II, §2

Privileged from arrest. SEC. 2. Electors
shall, in all cases except treason, felony, or breach
of the peace, be privileged from arrest on the days
of election, during their attendance at such elec-
tion, going to and returning therefrom.

ART. II, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. II, §3

From military duty. SEC. 3. No elector
shall be obliged to perform military duty on the

day of election, except in time ofwar, or public dan-
ger.

ART. II, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. II, §4

Persons in military service. SEC. 4. No
person in the military, naval, or marine service of
theUnited States shall be considered a resident of
this State by being stationed in any garrison, bar-
rack, or military or naval place, or station within
this State.

ART. II, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. II, §5

Disqualified persons. SEC. 5. No idiot, or
insane person, or person convicted of any infa-
mous crime, shall be entitled to the privilege of an
elector.

ART. II, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. II, §6

Ballot. SEC. 6. All elections by the people
shall be by ballot.

ART. II, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. II, §7

General election. SEC. 7. SeeAmendments
[7], [11] and [14]

See §39.1 of the Code
ART. III, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III

ARTICLE III.

OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS.

ART. III, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §1

Departments of government. SECTION

1. The powers of the government of Iowa shall be
divided into three separate departments — the
Legislative, the Executive, and the Judicial: and
no person charged with the exercise of powers

properly belonging to one of these departments
shall exercise any function appertaining to either
of the others, except in cases hereinafter expressly
directed or permitted.
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ART. III, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

ART. III, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §1

General assembly. SECTION 1. The Legisla-
tive authority of this State shall be vested in a
General Assembly, which shall consist of a Senate
andHouse of Representatives: and the style of ev-
ery law shall be. “Be it enacted by the General As-
sembly of the State of Iowa.”

ART. III, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §2

Sessions. SEC. 2. [The sessions of the Gener-
al Assembly shall be biennial, and shall commence
on the secondMonday in January next ensuing the
election of its members; unless the Governor of the
State shall, in the meantime, convene the General
Assembly by proclamation.]*

*In 1968 this sectionwas repealed anda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendments [24] and [36]

Special sessions, Art. IV, §11 and Amendment [36]

ART. III, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §3

Representatives. SEC. 3. The members of
the House of Representatives shall be chosen ev-
ery second year, by the qualified electors of their
respective districts, [on the second Tuesday in Oc-
tober,* except the years of the Presidential election,
when the election shall be on the Tuesday next after
the first Monday in November;]* and their term of
office shall commence on the first day of January
next after their election, and continue two years,
and until their successors are elected and quali-
fied.

*For provisions relative to the time of holding the general election, see
Amendment [14]; See also §39.1 of the Code

ART. III, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §4

Qualifications. SEC. 4. No person shall be a
member of theHouse ofRepresentativeswho shall
not have attained the age of twenty-one years, be
a [free white] [male]* citizen of the United States,
and shall have beenan inhabitant of this State one
year next preceding his election, and at the time of
his election shall have had an actual residence of
sixty days in the County, or District he may have
been chosen to represent.

*For amendments striking “freewhite” and “male”, see Amendments [6]
and [15]

ART. III, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §5

Senators — qualifications. SEC. 5. Sena-
tors shall be chosen for the term of four years, at
the same time and place as Representatives; they
shall be twenty-five years of age, and possess the
qualifications of Representatives as to residence
and citizenship.

ART. III, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §6

Number and classification. SEC. 6. [The
number of Senators shall not be less thanone third,
nor more than one half the representative body;
and shall be so classified by lot, that one class, be-
ing as nearly one half as possible, shall be elected
every two years. When the number of Senators is
increased, they shall be annexed by lot to one or the
other of the two classes, so as to keep themas nearly

equal in numbers as practicable.]*
*In 1968 this sectionwas repealedanda substitute adopted in lieu there-

of: See Amendment [26]
Referred to in §42.4 of the Code

Officers — elections determined. SEC.

7. Each house shall choose its own officers, and
judge of the qualification, election, and return of
its ownmembers. A contested election shall be de-
termined in such manner as shall be directed by
law.

ART. III, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §8

Quorum. SEC. 8. A majority of each house
shall constitute a quorum to transact business;
but a smaller number may adjourn from day to
day, and may compel the attendance of absent
members in such manner and under such penal-
ties as each house may provide.

ART. III, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §9

Authority of the houses. SEC. 9. Each
house shall sit upon its own adjournments, keep a
journal of its proceedings, and publish the same;
determine its rules of proceedings, punish mem-
bers for disorderly behavior, and, with the consent
of two thirds, expel a member, but not a second
time for the same offense; and shall have all other
powers necessary for a branch of the General As-
sembly of a free and independent State.

ART. III, §10, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §10

Protest — record of vote. SEC. 10. Every
member of the General Assembly shall have the
liberty to dissent from, or protest against any Act
or resolution which he may think injurious to the
public, or an individual, and have the reasons for
his dissent entered on the journals; and the yeas
and nays of the members of either house, on any
question, shall, at the desire of any two members
present, be entered on the journals.

ART. III, §11, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §11

Privileged from arrest. SEC. 11. Senators
and Representatives, in all cases, except treason,
felony, or breach of the peace, shall be privileged
from arrest during the session of the General As-
sembly, and in going to and returning from the
same.

ART. III, §12, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §12

Vacancies. SEC. 12. When vacancies occur
in either house, the Governor or the person exer-
cising the functions of Governor, shall issue writs
of election to fill such vacancies.

ART. III, §13, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §13

Doors open. SEC. 13. The doors of each
house shall be open, except on such occasions, as,
in the opinion of the house, may require secrecy.

ART. III, §14, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §14

Adjournments. SEC. 14. Neither house
shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for
more than three days, nor to any other place than
that in which they may be sitting.

Referred to in §2.1 of the Code
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ART. III, §15, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §15

Bills. SEC. 15. Bills may originate in either
house, and may be amended, altered, or rejected
by the other; and every bill having passed both
houses, shall be signed by the Speaker and Presi-
dent of their respective houses.

ART. III, §16, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §16

Executive approval — veto. SEC. 16. Ev-
ery bill which shall have passed the General As-
sembly, shall, before it becomes a law, be presented
to theGovernor. If he approve, he shall sign it; but
if not, he shall return it with his objections, to the
house inwhich it originated, which shall enter the
same upon their journal, and proceed to re-consid-
er it; if, after such re-consideration, it again pass
both houses, by yeas andnays, by amajority of two
thirds of the members of each house, it shall be-
come a law, notwithstanding theGovernor’s objec-
tions. If any bill shall not be returnedwithin three
days after it shall have been presented to him,
Sunday excepted, the same shall be a law in like
manner as if he had signed it, unless the General
Assembly, by adjournment, prevent such return.
Any bill submitted to the Governor for his approv-
al during the last three days of a session of the
GeneralAssembly, shall be depositedbyhim in the
office of the Secretary of State, within thirty days
after the adjournment, with his approval, if ap-
proved by him, andwith his objections, if he disap-
proves thereof.*

Statutory provisions, §3.4, 3.5 of the Code
*In 1968 an additional paragraphwas added to this section: SeeAmend-

ment [27]
Referred to in §3.7 of the Code

ART. III, §17, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §17

Passage of bills. SEC. 17. No bill shall be
passed unless by the assent of a majority of all the
members elected to each branch of theGeneralAs-
sembly, and the question upon the final passage
shall be taken immediately upon its last reading,
and the yeas and nays entered on the journal.

Referred to in §3.7 of the Code

ART. III, §18, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §18

Receipts and expenditures. SEC. 18. An
accurate statement of the receipts and expendi-
tures of the public money shall be attached to and
published with the laws, at every regular session
of the General Assembly.

Statutory provisions, §2B.10(4) of the Code

ART. III, §19, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §19

Impeachment. SEC. 19. The House of Rep-
resentatives shall have the sole power of impeach-
ment, and all impeachments shall be tried by the
Senate. When sitting for that purpose, the sena-
tors shall be upon oath or affirmation; and no per-
son shall be convicted without the concurrence of
two thirds of the members present.

Referred to in Amendment [33]

ART. III, §20, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §20

Officers subject to impeachment — judg-
ment. SEC.20. TheGovernor, Judges of theSu-
preme and District Courts, and other State offi-

cers, shall be liable to impeachment for anymisde-
meanor or malfeasance in office; but judgment in
such cases shall extend only to removal from of-
fice, and disqualification to hold any office of hon-
or, trust, or profit, under this State; but the party
convicted or acquitted shall nevertheless be liable
to indictment, trial, and punishment, according to
law. All other civil officers shall be tried formisde-
meanors and malfeasance in office, in such man-
ner as the General Assembly may provide.

Referred to in Amendment [33]

ART. III, §21, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §21

Members not appointed to office. SEC.

21. No senator or representative shall, during
the time for which he shall have been elected, be
appointed to any civil office of profit under this
State, which shall have been created, or the emol-
uments of which shall have been increased during
such term, except such offices as may be filled by
elections by the people.

ART. III, §22, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §22

Disqualification. SEC. 22. No person hold-
ing any lucrative office under theUnitedStates, or
this State, or any other power, shall be eligible to
hold a seat in the General Assembly; but offices in
the militia, to which there is attached no annual
salary, or the office of justice of the peace, or post-
master whose compensation does not exceed one
hundreddollars per annum, or notary public, shall
not be deemed lucrative.

ART. III, §23, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §23

Failure to account. SEC. 23. No person
whomayhereafter be a collector or holder of public
monies, shall have a seat in either House of the
General Assembly, or be eligible to hold any office
of trust or profit in this State, until he shall have
accounted for and paid into the treasury all sums
for which he may be liable.

ART. III, §24, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §24

Appropriations. SEC. 24. No money shall
be drawn from the treasury but in consequence of
appropriations made by law.

ART. III, §25, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §25

Compensation of members. SEC. 25.
[Eachmember of the first General Assembly under
this Constitution, shall receive three dollars per
diemwhile in session; and the further sum of three
dollars for every twenty miles traveled, in going to
and returning from the place where such session is
held, by the nearest traveled route; afterwhich they
shall receive such compensationas shall be fixedby
law; but no General Assembly shall have power to
increase the compensation of its own members.
And when convened in extra session they shall re-
ceive the same mileage and per diem compensa-
tion, as fixed by law for the regular session, and
none other.]*

Statutory provisions, §2.10 to 2.14 of the Code
*In 1968 this sectionwas repealedanda substitute adopted in lieu there-

of: See Amendment [28]
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ART. III, §26, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §26

Time laws to take effect. SEC. 26. No law
of the General Assembly, passed at a regular ses-
sion, of a public nature, shall take effect until the
fourth* day of July next after the passage thereof.
Laws passed at a special session, shall take effect
ninety days after the adjournment of the General
Assembly by which they were passed. If the Gen-
eral Assembly shall deem any law of immediate
importance, they may provide that the same shall
take effect by publication in newspapers in the
State.**

Supplementary provisions, §3.7 et seq. of the Code
*For provision changing effective date, see Amendment [23]
**In 1986 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted in lieu

thereof: See Amendment [40]

ART. III, §27, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §27

Divorce. SEC. 27. No divorce shall be
granted by the General Assembly.

ART. III, §28, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §28

Lotteries. SEC. 28. [No lottery shall be au-
thorized by this State; nor shall the sale of lottery
tickets be allowed.]*

*This section repealed by Amendment [34]

ART. III, §29, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §29

Acts — one subject — expressed in
title. SEC. 29. Every act shall embrace but one
subject, and matters properly connected there-
with; which subject shall be expressed in the title.
But if any subject shall be embraced in an act
which shall not be expressed in the title, such act
shall be void only as to somuch thereof as shall not
be expressed in the title.

ART. III, §30, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §30

Local or special laws — general and uni-
form — boundaries of counties. SEC. 30.
The General Assembly shall not pass local or spe-
cial laws in the following cases:
For the assessment and collection of taxes for

State, County, or road purposes;
For laying out, opening, and working roads or

highways;
For changing the names of persons;
For the incorporation of cities and towns;
For vacating roads, town plats, streets, alleys,

or public squares;
For locating or changing county seats.
In all the cases above enumerated, and in all

other cases where a general law can be made ap-
plicable, all laws shall be general, and of uniform
operation throughout the State; andno law chang-
ing the boundary lines of any county shall have ef-
fect until uponbeing submitted to the people of the
counties affected by the change, at a general elec-
tion, it shall be approved by amajority of the votes
in each county, cast for and against it.

Laws uniform, see Art. I, §6

ART. III, §31, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §31

Extra compensation — payment of claims
— appropriations for local or private pur-
poses. SEC. 31. No extra compensation shall
be made to any officer, public agent, or contractor,
after the service shall have been rendered, or the

contract entered into; nor, shall anymoney be paid
on any claim, the subjectmatter of which shall not
have been provided for by pre-existing laws, and
no public money or property shall be appropriated
for local, or private purposes, unless such appro-
priation, compensation, or claim, be allowed by
two-thirds of the members elected to each branch
of the General Assembly.

See §3.14 of the Code

ART. III, §32, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §32

Oath of members. SEC. 32. Members of the
General Assembly shall, before they enter upon
the duties of their respective offices, take and sub-
scribe the following oath or affirmation: “I do sol-
emnly swear, or affirm, (as the case may be,) that
I will support the Constitution of the United
States, and the Constitution of the State of Iowa,
and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of
Senator, (or Representative, as the case may be,)
according to the best of my ability.” And members
of the General Assembly are hereby empowered to
administer to each other the said oath or affirma-
tion.

ART. III, §33, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §33

Census. SEC. 33. [The General Assembly
shall, in the years One thousand eight hundred
and fifty nine, One thousand eight hundred and
sixty three, One thousand eight hundred and sixty
five, One thousand eight hundred and sixty seven,
One thousand eight hundred and sixty nine, and
One thousand eight hundred and seventy five, and
every ten years thereafter, cause an enumeration to
be made of all the [white]* inhabitants of the
State.]**

*The above section was amended in 1868 by striking the word “white”
therefrom: See Amendment [2]

**This section repealed by Amendment [17]

ART. III, §34, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §34

Senators — number — method of appor-
tionment. SEC. 34. [The number of senators
shall, at the next session following each period of
making such enumeration, and the next session
following each United States census, be fixed by
law, and apportioned among the several counties,
according to the number of [white]* inhabitants in
each.]**

*The above section has been amended three times: In 1868 it was
amended by striking the word “white” therefrom: See Amendment [3]

**In 1904 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted in lieu
thereof. See Amendment [12]: Also [16]: See also Amendment [26]

ART. III, §35, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §35

Senators — representatives — number —
apportionment — districts. SEC. 35. [The
Senate shall not consist of more than fifty mem-
bers, nor theHouse of Representatives ofmore than
one hundred; and they shall be apportioned among
the several counties and representative districts of
the State, according to the number of [white]* in-
habitants in each, upon ratios to be fixed by law;
but no representative district shall contain more
than four organized counties, and each district
shall be entitled to at least one representative. Ev-
ery county and district which shall have a number
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of inhabitants equal to one-half of the ratio fixed by
law, shall be entitled to one representative; andany
one county containing in addition to the ratio fixed
by law, one half of that number, or more, shall be
entitled to one additional representative. No float-
ing district shall hereafter be formed.]**

*The above section has been amended twice. In 1868 it was amended by
striking the word “white” therefrom: See Amendment [4]

**In 1904 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted in lieu
thereof: See Amendment [12]: See also Amendment [26]

Referred to in §49.3 of the Code

ART. III, §36, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §36

Ratio of representation. SEC. 36. [At its
first session under this Constitution, and at every
subsequent regular session, the General Assembly
shall fix the ratio of representation, and also form
into representative districts those counties which
will not be entitled singly to a representative.]*

*In 1904 this sectionwas repealed anda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendment [12]: See also Amendment [26]

ART. III, §37, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §37

Districts. SEC. 37. [When a congressional,
senatorial, or representative district shall be com-
posed of two ormore counties, it shall not be entire-
ly separated by any county belonging to another

district; and no county shall be divided in forming
a congressional, senatorial, or representative dis-
trict.]*

See Amendment [12]
*In 1968 this sectionwas repealedanda substitute adopted in lieu there-

of: See Amendment [26]
Referred to in §42.3, 42.4 of the Code

ART. III, §38, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §38

Elections by general assembly. SEC. 38.
In all elections by theGeneralAssembly, themem-
bers thereof shall vote viva voce and the votes
shall be entered on the journal.

ART. III, §38, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §38

Municipal home rule. SEC. 38A. Amend-
ment [25]

ART. III, §39, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §39

Legislative districts. SEC. 39. Amend-
ment [29]

ART. III, §39, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §39

Counties home rule. SEC. 39A. Amend-
ment [37]

ART. III, §40, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. III, §40

Nullification of administrative rules.
SEC. 40. Amendment [38]

ART. IV, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV

ARTICLE IV.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

ART. IV, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §1

Governor. SECTION 1. The Supreme Execu-
tive power of this State shall be vested in a Chief
Magistrate, who shall be styled the Governor of
the State of Iowa.

ART. IV, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §2

Election and term. SEC. 2. [The Governor
shall be elected by the qualified electors at the time
and place of voting for members of the General As-
sembly, and shall hold his office two years from the
time of his installation, and until his successor is
elected and qualified.]*

*In 1972 this sectionwas repealed anda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendment [32]; also Amendment [41]

ART. IV, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §3

Lieutenant governor — returns of elec-
tions. SEC. 3. [There shall be aLieutenantGov-
ernor, who shall hold his office two years, and be
elected at the same time as the Governor. In voting
for Governor andLieutenantGovernor, the electors
shall designate for whom they vote as Governor,
and forwhomasLieutenantGovernor. The returns
of every election for Governor, and LieutenantGov-
ernor, shall be sealedupand transmitted to the seat
of government of the State, directed to the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, who shall open
and publish them in the presence of both Houses of
the General Assembly.]*

For statutory provisions, see §50.35 of the Code
*In 1972 this sectionwas repealed anda substitute adopted in lieu there-

of: See Amendment [32]; also Amendment [41]

Election by general assembly. SEC. 4.
[The persons respectively having the highest num-
ber of votes for Governor and LieutenantGovernor,
shall be declared duly elected; but in case two or
more persons shall have an equal and the highest
number of votes for either office, the General As-
sembly shall, by joint vote, forthwith proceed to
elect one of said persons Governor, or Lieutenant
Governor, as the case may be.]*

*In 1988 this sectionwas repealedanda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendment [41]

See Amendment [19] relating to death or failure to qualify

ART. IV, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §5

Contested elections. SEC. 5. [Contested
elections for Governor, or Lieutenant Governor,
shall be determined by the General Assembly in
such manner as may be prescribed by law.]*

*In 1988 this sectionwas repealedanda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendment [41]

For statutory provisions, see chapter 58 of the Code

ART. IV, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §6

Eligibility. SEC. 6. No person shall be eligi-
ble to the office of Governor, or Lieutenant Gover-
nor,who shall not have been a citizen of theUnited
States, and a resident of the State, two years next
preceding the election, and attained the age of
thirty years at the time of said election.

ART. IV, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §7

Commander in chief. SEC. 7. The Gover-
nor shall be commander in chief of the militia, the
army, and navy of this State.
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ART. IV, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §8

Duties of governor. SEC. 8. He shall trans-
act all executive business with the officers of gov-
ernment, civil andmilitary, andmay require infor-
mation inwriting from the officers of the executive
department upon any subject relating to the du-
ties of their respective offices.

Duty as to state accounts, §70A.8 of the Code

ART. IV, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §9

Execution of laws. SEC. 9. He shall take
care that the laws are faithfully executed.

ART. IV, §10, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §10

Vacancies. SEC. 10. When any office shall,
from any cause, become vacant, and no mode is
provided by the Constitution and laws for filling
such vacancy, theGovernor shall have power to fill
such vacancy, by granting a commission, which
shall expire at the end of the next session of the
General Assembly, or at the next election by the
people.

ART. IV, §11, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §11

Convening general assembly. SEC. 11. He
may, onextraordinary occasions, convene theGen-
eral Assembly by proclamation, and shall state to
both Houses, when assembled, the purpose for
which they shall have been convened.

See Amendment of 1974 No. 2 [36]

ART. IV, §12, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §12

Message. SEC. 12. He shall communicate,
bymessage, to theGeneral Assembly, at every reg-
ular session, the condition of the State, and recom-
mend such matters as he shall deem expedient.

ART. IV, §13, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §13

Adjournment. SEC. 13. In case of disagree-
ment between the two Houses with respect to the
time of adjournment, the Governor shall have
power to adjourn the General Assembly to such
time as he may think proper; but no such adjourn-
ment shall be beyond the time fixed for the regular
meeting of the next General Assembly.

ART. IV, §14, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §14

Disqualification. SEC. 14. No persons
shall, while holding any office under the authority
of the United States, or this State, execute the of-
fice of Governor, or Lieutenant Governor, except
as hereinafter expressly provided.

ART. IV, §15, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §15

Terms — compensation of lieutenant gov-
ernor. SEC. 15. [The official term of the Gover-
nor, and Lieutenant Governor, shall commence on
the secondMonday of January next after their elec-
tion, and continue for two years, and until their
successors are elected and qualified. The Lieuten-
ant Governor, while acting as Governor, shall re-
ceive the same pay as provided for Governor; and
while presiding in the Senate, shall receive as com-
pensation therefor, the same mileage and double
the per diem pay provided for a Senator, and none
other.]*

*In 1972 this sectionwas repealed anda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendment [32]; also Amendment [42]

Pardons — reprieves — commutations.
SEC. 16. The Governor shall have power to grant
reprieves, commutations and pardons, after con-
viction, for all offences except treason and cases of
impeachment, subject to such regulations as may
be provided by law. Upon conviction for treason,
he shall have power to suspend the execution of
the sentence until the case shall be reported to the
General Assembly at its next meeting, when the
General Assembly shall either grant a pardon,
commute the sentence, direct the execution of the
sentence, or grant a further reprieve. He shall
have power to remit fines and forfeitures, under
such regulations as may be prescribed by law; and
shall report to the General Assembly, at its next
meeting, each case of reprieve, commutation, or
pardongranted, and the reasons therefor; andalso
all persons in whose favor remission of fines and
forfeitures shall have been made, and the several
amounts remitted.

ART. IV, §17, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §17

Lieutenant governor to act as gover-
nor. SEC. 17. In case of the death, impeach-
ment, resignation, removal from office, or other
disability of the Governor, the powers and duties
of the office for the residue of the term, or until he
shall be acquitted, or the disability removed, shall
devolve upon the Lieutenant Governor.

Referred to in §7.14 of the Code

ART. IV, §18, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §18

President of senate. SEC. 18. [TheLieuten-
ant Governor shall be President of the Senate, but
shall only vote when the Senate is equally divid-
ed;* and in case of his absence, or impeachment, or
when he shall exercise the office of Governor, the
Senate shall choose a President pro tempore.]**

*Majority vote required on passage of a bill in G. A., see Art. III, §17
**In 1988 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted in lieu

thereof: See Amendment [42]

ART. IV, §19, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §19

Vacancies. SEC. 19. [If the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, while acting as Governor, shall be im-
peached, displaced, resign, or die, or otherwise be-
come incapable of performing the duties of the of-
fice, the President pro tempore of the Senate shall
act as Governor until the vacancy is filled, or the
disability removed; and if the President of the Sen-
ate, for any of the above causes, shall be rendered
incapable of performing the duties pertaining to
the office of Governor, the same shall devolve upon
the Speaker of the House of Representatives.]*

*In 1952 this sectionwas repealedanda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendment [20]; also Amendment [42]

Referred to in §7.14(2) of the Code

ART. IV, §20, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §20

Seal of state. SEC. 20. There shall be a seal
of this State, which shall be kept by the Governor,
and used by him officially, and shall be called the
Great Seal of the State of Iowa.

See chapter 1A of the Code for a description of the Great Seal of Iowa
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ART. IV, §21, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §21

Grants and commissions. SEC. 21. All
grants and commissions shall be in the name and
by the authority of the people of the State of Iowa,
sealed with the Great Seal of the State, signed by
the Governor, and countersigned by the Secretary
of State.
ART. IV, §22, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IV, §22

Secretary — auditor — treasurer. SEC.

22. [A Secretary of State, Auditor of State and
Treasurer of State, shall be elected by the qualified
electors, who shall continue in office two years, and
until their successors are elected and qualified;
and perform such duties as may be required by
law.]*

*In 1972 this sectionwas repealedanda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendment [32]

ART. V, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V

ARTICLE V.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

ART. V, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §1

Courts. SECTION 1. The Judicial power shall
be vested in aSupremeCourt,District Courts, and
such other Courts, inferior to the Supreme Court,
as the General Assembly may, from time to time,
establish.

Court of appeals, §602.5101 of the Code

ART. V, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §2

Supreme court. SEC. 2. The Supreme
Court shall consist of three Judges, two of whom
shall constitute a quorum to hold Court.

But see this Art., sec. 10 following; see also §602.4101 of the Code

ART. V, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §3

Election of judges — term. SEC. 3. [The
Judges of the SupremeCourt shall be elected by the
qualified electors of the State, and shall hold their
Court at such time andplace as theGeneralAssem-
bly may prescribe. The Judges of the Supreme
Court so elected, shall be classified so that one
Judge shall go out of office every two years; and the
Judge holding the shortest term of office under
such classification, shall be Chief Justice of the
Court, during his term, and so on in rotation. After
the expiration of their terms of office, under such
classification, the term of each Judge of the Su-
preme Court shall be six years, and until his suc-
cessor shall have been elected and qualified. The
Judges of the Supreme Court shall be ineligible to
any other office in the State, during the term for
which they shall have been elected.]*

*In 1962 this section was repealed: See Amendment [21]

ART. V, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §4

Jurisdiction of supreme court. SEC.

4. The SupremeCourt shall have appellate juris-
diction only in cases in chancery, and shall consti-
tute a Court for the correction of errors at law, un-
der such restrictions as the General Assembly
may, by law, prescribe; and shall have power to is-
sue all writs and process necessary to secure jus-
tice to parties, and exercise a supervisory control
over all inferior Judicial tribunals throughout the
State.*

See §602.4102, 602.4201, 602.4202, 624.2 of the Code
*This section was amended in 1962: See Amendment [21]

ART. V, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §5

District court and judge. SEC. 5. [The Dis-
trict Court shall consist of a single Judge, who
shall be elected by the qualified electors of the Dis-

trict in which he resides. The Judge of the District
Court shall holdhis office for the termof four years,
and until his successor shall have been elected and
qualified; and shall be ineligible to any other office,
except that of Judge of the Supreme Court, during
the term for which he was elected.]*

*In 1962 this section was repealed: See Amendment [21(2)]: See also
Amendment [21(1)]

ART. V, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §6

Jurisdiction of district court. SEC. 6. The
District Court shall be a court of law and equity,
which shall be distinct and separate jurisdictions,
and have jurisdiction in civil and criminalmatters
arising in their respective districts, in such man-
ner as shall be prescribed by law.

Statutory provision, §602.6101 of the Code

ART. V, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §7

Conservators of the peace. SEC. 7. The
Judges of the Supreme and District Courts shall
be conservators of the peace throughout the State.

ART. V, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §8

Style of process. SEC. 8. The style of all pro-
cess shall be, “The State of Iowa”, and all prosecu-
tions shall be conducted in thenameandby theau-
thority of the same.

ART. V, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §9

Salaries. SEC. 9. [The salary of each Judge
of the Supreme Court shall be two thousand dol-
lars per annum; and that of each District Judge,
one thousand six hundred dollars per annum, un-
til the year Eighteen hundred and Sixty; after
which time, they shall severally receive such com-
pensation as the General Assembly may, by law,
prescribe; which compensation shall not be in-
creased or diminished during the term for which
they shall have been elected.]*

*In 1962 this section was repealed: See Amendment [21]

ART. V, §10, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §10

Judicial districts — supreme court. SEC.

10. The state shall be divided into eleven judicial
districts; and after the year eighteen hundred and
sixty, the general assembly may re-organize the
judicial districts and increase or diminish the
number of districts, or the number of judges of the
said court, andmay increase the number of judges
of the supreme court; but such increase or diminu-
tion shall not be more than one district, or one
judge of either court, at any one session; and no re-
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organization of the districts, or diminution of the
number of judges, shall have the effect of removing
a judge from office. Such re-organization of the
districts, or any change in the boundaries thereof,
or increase or diminution of the number of judges,
shall take place every four years thereafter, if nec-
essary, and at no other time.*

*Much of this section apparently superseded by Amendment [8]

ART. V, §11, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §11

Judges — when chosen. SEC. 11. [The
Judges of the Supreme andDistrict Courts shall be
chosenat the general election; and the term of office
of each Judge shall commence on the first day of
January next, after his election.]*

*In 1962 this section was repealed: See Amendment [21]

ART. V, §12, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §12

Attorney general. SEC. 12. [The General
Assembly shall provide, by law, for the election of
an Attorney General by the people, whose term of
office shall be two years, and until his successor
shall have been elected and qualified.]*

*In 1972 this sectionwas repealed anda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendment [32]

ART. V, §13, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §13

District attorney. SEC. 13. [The qualified
electors of each judicial district shall, at the time of
the election of District Judge, elect a District Attor-
ney, who shall be a resident of the district forwhich

he is elected, and who shall hold his office for the
term of four years, and until his successor shall
have been elected and qualified.]*

*In 1884 this sectionwas repealedanda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of. SeeAmendment [10]. In 1970 this substitute was repealed: SeeAmend-
ment [31]

ART. V, §14, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §14

System of court practice. SEC. 14. It shall
be the duty of the General Assembly to provide for
the carrying into effect of this article, and to pro-
vide for a general system of practice in all the
Courts of this State.

For provisions relative to the grand jury, see Amendment [9]

ART. V, §15, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §15

Vacancies in courts. SEC. 15. Amendment
[21]

ART. V, §16, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §16

State and district nominating commis-
sions. SEC. 16. Amendment [21]

ART. V, §17, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §17

Terms — judicial elections. SEC. 17.
Amendment [21]

ART. V, §18, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §18

Salaries — qualifications — retirements.
SEC. 18. Amendment [21]

ART. V, §19, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. V, §19

Retirement and discipline of judges. SEC.

19. Amendment [33]
ART. VI, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VI

ARTICLE VI.

MILITIA.

ART. VI, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VI, §1

Composition — training. SECTION 1. The
militia of this State shall be composed of all able-
bodied [white]* male citizens, between the ages of
eighteen and forty five years, except such as are or
may hereafter be exempt by the laws of theUnited
States, or of this State, and shall be armed,
equipped, and trained, as the General Assembly
may provide by law.

*The above section was amended in 1868 by striking the word “white”
therefrom: See Amendment [5]

ART. VI, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VI, §2

Exemption. SEC. 2. No person or persons

conscientiously scrupulous of bearing arms shall
be compelled to do military duty in time of peace:
Provided, that such person or persons shall pay an
equivalent for such exemption in the same man-
ner as other citizens.

ART. VI, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VI, §3

Officers. SEC. 3. All commissioned officers
of the militia, (staff officers excepted,) shall be
elected by the persons liable to perform military
duty, and shall be commissioned by the Governor.

ART. VII, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VII

ARTICLE VII.

STATE DEBTS.

ART. VII, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VII, §1

Credit not to be loaned. SECTION 1. The
credit of the State shall not, in anymanner, be giv-
en or loaned to, or inaid of, any individual, associa-
tion, or corporation; and the State shall never as-
sume, or become responsible for, the debts or lia-
bilities of any individual, association, or corpora-
tion, unless incurred in time of war for the benefit
of the State.

ART. VII, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VII, §2

Limitation. SEC. 2. The State may contract
debts to supply casual deficits or failures in reve-
nues, or to meet expenses not otherwise provided
for; but the aggregate amount of such debts, direct
and contingent, whether contracted by virtue of
one ormore acts of theGeneral Assembly, or at dif-
ferent periods of time, shall never exceed the sum
of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars; and the
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money arising from the creation of such debts,
shall be applied to the purpose for which it was ob-
tained, or to repay the debts so contracted, and to
no other purpose whatever.

ART. VII, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VII, §3

Losses to school funds. SEC. 3. All losses
to the permanent, School, or University fund of
this State, which shall have been occasioned by
the defalcation, mismanagement or fraud of the
agents or officers controlling and managing the
same, shall be audited by the proper authorities of
the State. The amount so audited shall be a per-
manent funded debt against the State, in favor of
the respective fund, sustaining the loss, upon
which not less than six per cent. annual interest
shall be paid. The amount of liability so created
shall not be counted as a part of the indebtedness
authorized by the second section of this article.

ART. VII, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VII, §4

War debts. SEC. 4. In addition to the above
limitedpower to contract debts, theStatemay con-
tract debts to repel invasion, suppress insurrec-
tion, or defend the State in war; but the money
arising from the debts so contracted shall be ap-
plied to the purpose for which it was raised, or to
repay such debts, and to no other purpose whatev-
er.

ART. VII, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VII, §5

Contracting debt — submission to the
people. SEC. 5. Except the debts herein before
specified in this article, no debt shall be hereafter
contracted by, or on behalf of this State, unless
suchdebt shall be authorizedby some law for some
single work or object, to be distinctly specified
therein; and such law shall impose and provide for
the collection of a direct annual tax, sufficient to
pay the interest on such debt, as it falls due, and
also to pay and discharge the principal of such
debt, within twenty years from the time of the con-

tracting thereof; but no such law shall take effect
until at a general election it shall have been sub-
mitted to the people, and have received amajority
of all the votes cast for and against it at such elec-
tion; andallmoney raisedby authority of such law,
shall be applied only to the specific object therein
stated, or to the payment of the debt created there-
by; and such law shall be published in at least one
news paper in each County, if one is published
therein, throughout the State, for three months
preceding the election at which it is submitted to
the people.

For statutory provisions, see §49A.1 to 49A.9 of the Code

ART. VII, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VII, §6

Legislature may repeal. SEC. 6. The Leg-
islature may, at any time, after the approval of
such law by the people, if no debt shall have been
contracted in pursuance thereof, repeal the same;
andmay, at any time, forbid the contracting of any
further debt, or liability, under such law; but the
tax imposed by such law, in proportion to the debt
or liability, which may have been contracted in
pursuance thereof, shall remain in force and be ir-
repealable, and be annually collected, until the
principal and interest are fully paid.

ART. VII, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VII, §7

Tax imposed distinctly stated. SEC. 7.
Every law which imposes, continues, or revives a
tax, shall distinctly state the tax, and the object to
which it is to be applied; and it shall not be suffi-
cient to refer to any other law to fix such tax or ob-
ject.

ART. VII, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VII, §8

Motor vehicle fees and fuel taxes. SEC.

8. Amendment [18]

ART. VII, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VII, §9

Fish and wildlife protection funds. SEC.

9. Amendment [44]
ART. VIII, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VIII

ARTICLE VIII.

CORPORATIONS.

Referred to in §12C.13 of the Code

ART. VIII, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VIII, §1

How created. SECTION 1. No corporation
shall be created by special laws; but the General
Assembly shall provide, by general laws, for the
organization of all corporations hereafter to be
created, except as hereinafter provided.

ART. VIII, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VIII, §2

Taxation of corporations. SEC. 2. The
property of all corporations for pecuniary profit,
shall be subject to taxation, the same as that of in-
dividuals.

ART. VIII, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VIII, §3

State not to be a stockholder. SEC. 3. The
State shall not become a stockholder in any corpo-
ration, nor shall it assume or pay the debt or liabil-
ity of any corporation, unless incurred in time of
war for the benefit of the State.

Referred to in §509A.12 of the Code

ART. VIII, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VIII, §4

Municipal corporations. SEC. 4. No politi-
cal or municipal corporation shall become a stock-
holder in anybanking corporation, directly or indi-
rectly.
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ART. VIII, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VIII, §5

Banking associations. SEC. 5. No Act of
theGeneralAssembly, authorizing or creating cor-
porations or associations with banking powers,
nor amendments thereto shall take effect, or in
any manner be in force, until the same shall have
been submitted, separately, to the people, at a gen-
eral or special election, as provided by law, to be
held not less than three months after the passage
of the Act, and shall have been approved by a ma-
jority of all the electors voting for and against it at
such election.

ART. VIII, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VIII, §6

State bank. SEC. 6. Subject to the provi-
sions of the foregoing section, the General Assem-
bly may also provide for the establishment of a
State Bank with branches.*

*Sections 6 to 11, apply to banks of issue only. See 63 Iowa 11, also 220
Iowa 794 and 221 Iowa 102

ART. VIII, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VIII, §7

Specie basis. SEC. 7. If a State Bank be es-
tablished, it shall be founded on an actual specie
basis, and the branches shall be mutually respon-
sible for each others liabilities uponall notes, bills,
andother issues intended for circulation asmoney.

ART. VIII, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VIII, §8

General banking law. SEC. 8. If a general
Banking law shall be enacted, it shall provide for
the registry and countersigning, by an officer of
State, of all bills, or paper credit designed to circu-
late as money, and require security to the full
amount thereof, to be deposited with the State
Treasurer, in United States stocks, or in interest
paying stocks of States in good credit and stand-
ing, to be rated at ten per cent. below their average
value in the City of New York, for the thirty days
next preceding their deposit; and in case of a de-
preciation of any portion of said stocks, to the

amount of ten per cent. on the dollar, the bank or
banks owning such stock shall be required tomake
up said deficiency by depositing additional stocks:
and said law shall also provide for the recording of
the names of all stockholders in such corporations,
the amount of stock held by each, the time of any
transfer, and to whom.

ART. VIII, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VIII, §9

Stockholders’ responsibility. SEC. 9. Ev-
ery stockholder in a banking corporation or insti-
tution shall be individually responsible and liable
to its creditors, over andabove the amount of stock
byhimor her held, to an amount equal to his or her
respective shares so held for all of its liabilities, ac-
cruing while he or she remains such stockholder.

ART. VIII, §10, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VIII, §10

Bill-holders preferred. SEC. 10. In case of
the insolvency of any banking institution, the bill-
holders shall have a preference over its other cred-
itors.

ART. VIII, §11, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VIII, §11

Specie payments — suspension. SEC.

11. The suspension of specie payments by bank-
ing institutions shall never be permitted or sanc-
tioned.

ART. VIII, §12, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. VIII, §12

Amendment or repeal of laws — exclusive
privileges. SEC. 12. Subject to the provisions
of this article, the General Assembly shall have
power to amend or repeal all laws for the organiza-
tion or creation of corporations, or granting of spe-
cial or exclusive privileges or immunities, by a
vote of two thirds of eachbranch of theGeneralAs-
sembly; and no exclusive privileges, except as in
this article provided, shall ever be granted.

Analogous provision, §491.39 of the Code
ART. IX, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX

ARTICLE IX.

EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LANDS.

1ST. EDUCATION.*

*See note at the end of this 1st division

ART. IX, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §1

Boardof education. SECTION 1. The educa-
tional interest of the State, including Common
Schools and other educational institutions, shall
be under themanagement of aBoard of Education,
which shall consist of the Lieutenant Governor,
who shall be the presiding officer of the Board, and
have the casting vote in case of a tie, and one mem-
ber to be elected from each judicial district in the
State.

ART. IX, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §2

Eligibility. SEC. 2. No person shall be eligi-
ble as a member of said Board who shall not have
attained the age of twenty five years, and shall

have been one year a citizen of the State.

ART. IX, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §3

Election of members. SEC. 3. One member
of said Board shall be chosen by the qualified elec-
tors of each district, and shall hold the office for the
term of four years, anduntil his successor is elected
and qualified. After the first election under this
Constitution, the Board shall be divided, as nearly
as practicable, into two equal classes, and the seats
of the first class shall be vacated after the expira-
tion of two years; and one half of the Board shall be
chosen every two years thereafter.



lxxiii CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §2

ART. IX, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §4

First session. SEC. 4. The first session of the
Board of Education shall be held at the Seat of
Government, on the first Monday of December, af-
ter their election; afterwhich theGeneralAssembly
may fix the time and place of meeting.

ART. IX, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §5

Limitation of sessions. SEC. 5. The session
of the Board shall be limited to twenty days, and
but one session shall be held in any one year, except
upon extraordinary occasions, when, upon the rec-
ommendation of two thirds of the Board, the Gov-
ernor may order a special session.

ART. IX, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §6

Secretary. SEC. 6. The Board of Education
shall appoint a Secretary, who shall be the execu-
tive officer of the Board, and perform such duties
asmay be imposed upon him by the Board, and the
laws of the State. They shall keep a journal of their
proceedings, which shall be published and distrib-
uted in the samemanner as the journals of theGen-
eral Assembly.

ART. IX, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §7

Rules and regulations. SEC. 7. All rules
and regulations made by the Board shall be pub-
lished and distributed to the several Counties,
Townships, and School Districts, as may be pro-
vided for by the Board, and when so made, pub-
lished and distributed, they shall have the force
and effect of law.

ART. IX, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §8

Power to legislate. SEC. 8. The Board of
Education shall have full power and authority to
legislate and make all needful rules and regula-
tions in relation to CommonSchools, and other ed-
ucational institutions, that are instituted, to re-
ceive aid from the School or University fund of this
State; but all acts, rules, and regulations of said
Board may be altered, amended or repealed by the
General Assembly; and when so altered, amended,
or repealed they shall not be re-enacted by the
Board of Education.

ART. IX, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §9

Governor ex officio a member. SEC.

9. The Governor of the State shall be, ex officio, a
member of said Board.

ART. IX, §10, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §10

Expenses. SEC. 10. The board shall have no

power to levy taxes, or make appropriations of
money. Their contingent expenses shall be pro-
vided for by the General Assembly.

ART. IX, §11, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §11

State university. SEC. 11. The State Uni-
versity shall be established at one place without
branches at any other place, and the University
fund shall be applied to that Institution and no
other.

See Laws of the Board of Education, Act 10, December 25, 1858, which
provides for the management of the state University by a Board of Trustees
appointed by the Board of Education. See also sec. 2 of 2nd. division of this
Article

ART. IX, §12, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §12

Common schools. SEC. 12. The Board of
Education shall provide for the education of all the
youths of the State, through a system of Common
Schools and such school shall be organized and
kept in each school district at least three months in
each year. Any district failing, for two consecutive
years, to organize andkeepupa school as aforesaid
may be deprived of their portion of the school fund.

ART. IX, §13, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §13

Compensation. SEC. 13. The members of
the Board of Education shall each receive the same
per diemduring the time of their session, andmile-
age going to and returning therefrom, as members
of the General Assembly.

ART. IX, §14, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §14

Quorum— style of acts. SEC. 14. Amajor-
ity of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business; but no rule, regulation, or
law, for the government of CommonSchools or oth-
er educational institutions, shall pass without the
concurrence of a majority of all the members of the
Board, which shall be expressed by the yeas and
nays on the final passage. The style of all acts of the
Board shall be, “Be it enacted by the Board of Edu-
cation of the State of Iowa.”

ART. IX, §15, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §15

Board may be abolished.* SEC. 15. At any
time after the year One thousand eight hundred
and sixty three, the General Assembly shall have
power to abolish or re-organize said Board of Edu-
cation, and provide for the educational interest of
the State in any other manner that to them shall
seem best and proper.

*The board of education was abolished in 1864 by 1864 Acts, ch 52, §1.
For statutory provisions, see chapters 256 and 262 of the Code

ART. IX, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX

2ND. SCHOOL FUNDS AND SCHOOL LANDS.

ART. IX, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §1

Control — management. SECTION 1. The
educational and school funds and lands, shall be
under the control andmanagement of the General
Assembly of this State.

ART. IX, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §2

Permanent fund. SEC. 2. The University

lands, and the proceeds thereof, and allmonies be-
longing to said fund shall be a permanent fund for
the sole use of the State University. The interest
arising from the same shall be annually appro-
priated for the support and benefit of said Univer-
sity.
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ART. IX, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §3

Perpetual support fund. SEC. 3. The Gen-
eral Assembly shall encourage, by all suitable
means, the promotion of intellectual, scientific,
moral, and agricultural improvement. The pro-
ceeds of all lands that have been, or hereafter may
be, granted by the United States to this State, for
the support of schools, which may have been or
shall hereafter be sold, or disposed of, and the five
hundred thousand acres of land granted to the
new States, under an act of Congress, distributing
the proceeds of the public lands among the several
States of the Union, approved in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-one,
and all estates of deceased persons who may have
died without leaving a will or heir, and also such
percent as has been or may hereafter be granted
by Congress, on the sale of lands in this State,
shall be, and remain a perpetual fund, the interest
of which, together with all rents of the unsold
lands, and such other means as the General As-
sembly may provide, shall be inviolably appro-
priated to the support of Common schools
throughout the State.

Referred to in §175.4 of the Code

ART. IX, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §4

Fines — how appropriated. SEC. 4. [The
money which may have been or shall be paid by
persons as an equivalent for exemption from mili-
tary duty, and the clear proceeds of all fines col-
lected in the several Counties for any breach of the
penal laws, shall be exclusively applied, in the sev-
eral Counties in which such money is paid, or fine
collected, among the several school districts of said
Counties, in proportion to the number of youths
subject to enumeration in such districts, to the sup-
port of CommonSchools, or the establishment of li-

braries, as the Board of Education shall, from time
to time provide.]*

*This section repealed by Amendment [35]

ART. IX, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §5

Proceeds of lands. SEC. 5. The General As-
sembly shall takemeasures for the protection, im-
provement, or other disposition of such lands as
have been, or may hereafter be reserved, or
grantedby theUnitedStates, or anyperson or per-
sons, to this State, for the use of the University,
and the funds accruing from the rents or sale of
such lands, or from any other source for the pur-
pose aforesaid, shall be, and remain, a permanent
fund, the interest of which shall be applied to the
support of saidUniversity, for the promotion of lit-
erature, the arts and sciences, as may be autho-
rized by the terms of such grant. And it shall be
the duty of the General Assembly as soon as may
be, to provide effectual means for the improve-
ment and permanent security of the funds of said
University.

ART. IX, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §6

Agents of school funds. SEC. 6. The finan-
cial agents of the school funds shall be the same,
that by law, receive and control the State and
county revenue for other civil purposes, under
such regulations as may be provided by law.

ART. IX, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. IX, §7

Distribution. SEC. 7. [The money subject to
the support and maintenance of common schools
shall be distributed to the districts in proportion to
the number of youths, between the ages of five and
twenty-one years, in such manner as may be pro-
vided by the General Assembly.]*

*In 1984 this section was repealed: See Amendment [39]
ART. X, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. X

ARTICLE X.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.

ART. X, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. X, §1

How proposed — submission. SECTION

1. Any amendment or amendments to this Con-
stitution may be proposed in either House of the
General Assembly; and if the same shall be agreed
to by a majority of the members elected to each of
the two Houses, such proposed amendment shall
be entered on their journals, with the yeas and
nays taken thereon, and referred to the Legisla-
ture to be chosen at the next general election, and
shall be published, as provided by law, for three
months previous to the time of making such
choice; and if, in the General Assembly so next
chosen as aforesaid, such proposed amendment or
amendments shall be agreed to, by amajority of all
the members elected to each House, then it shall
be the duty of the General Assembly to submit
such proposed amendment or amendments to the

people, in such manner, and at such time as the
General Assembly shall provide; and if the people
shall approve and ratify such amendment or
amendments, by a majority of the electors quali-
fied to vote for members of the General Assembly,
voting thereon, such amendment or amendments
shall become a part of the Constitution of this
State.

For statutory provisions, see §49.43 to 49.50, and 49A.1 to 49A.11 of the
Code

ART. X, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. X, §2

More than one amendment. SEC. 2. If two
or more amendments shall be submitted at the
same time, they shall be submitted in such man-
ner that the electors shall vote for or against each
of such amendments separately.
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ART. X, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. X, §3

Convention. SEC. 3. [At the general election
to be held in the year one thousand eight hundred
and seventy, and in each tenth year thereafter, and
also at such times as the General Assemblymay, by
law, provide, the question, “Shall there be a Con-
vention to revise the Constitution, and amend the
same?” shall be decided by the electors qualified to
vote for members of the General Assembly; and in
case a majority of the electors so qualified, voting

at such election, for and against such proposition,
shall decide in favor of a Convention for such pur-
pose, the General Assembly, at its next session,
shall provide by law for the election of delegates to
such Convention.]*

*In 1964 this sectionwas repealedanda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendment [22]

Statutory provision, §39.4

ART. XI, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XI

ARTICLE XI.

MISCELLANEOUS.

ART. XI, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XI, §1

Justice of peace — jurisdiction. SECTION

1. The jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace shall
extend to all civil cases, (except cases in chancery,
and cases where the question of title to real estate
may arise,) where the amount in controversy does
not exceed one hundred dollars, and by the consent
of parties may be extended to any amount not ex-
ceeding three hundred dollars.

Nonindictable misdemeanors, jurisdiction, Art. I, §11
[The office of Justice of Peace has been abolished by 72 Acts, ch 1124.]

ART. XI, §2, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XI, §2

Counties. SEC. 2. No new County shall be
hereafter created containing less than four hun-
dred and thirty two squaremiles; nor shall the ter-
ritory of any organized county be reduced below
that area; except the County of Worth, and the
counties west of it, along the Northern boundary
of this State, may be organized without additional
territory.

ART. XI, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XI, §3

Indebtedness of political ormunicipal cor-
porations. SEC. 3. No county, or other political
or municipal corporation shall be allowed to be-
come indebted in any manner, or for any purpose,
to an amount, in the aggregate, exceeding five per-
centumon the value of the taxable propertywithin
such county or corporation— to be ascertained by
the last State and county tax lists, previous to the
incurring of such indebtedness.

Statutory limitation, §346.24 of the Code
See 72 Acts, ch 1088

ART. XI, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XI, §4

Boundaries of state. SEC. 4. The bound-
aries of the State may be enlarged, with the con-

sent of Congress and the General Assembly.
See boundary compromise agreements at the end of Volume VI of the

Code

ART. XI, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XI, §5

Oath of office. SEC. 5. Every person elected
or appointed to any office, shall, before entering
upon the duties thereof, take an oath or affirma-
tion to support the Constitution of the United
States, and of this State, and also an oath of office.

See §63.10 of the Code

ART. XI, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XI, §6

Howvacancies filled. SEC.6. Inall cases of
elections to fill vacancies in office occurring before
the expiration of a full term, the person so elected
shall hold for the residue of the unexpired term;
andall persons appointed to fill vacancies in office,
shall holduntil the next general election, anduntil
their successors are elected and qualified.

ART. XI, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XI, §7

Land grants located. SEC. 7. The General
Assembly shall not locate any of the public lands,
which have been, or may be granted by Congress
to this State, and the location of whichmay be giv-
en to the General Assembly, upon lands actually
settled, without the consent of the occupant. The
extent of the claim of such occupant, so exempted,
shall not exceed three hundred and twenty acres.

ART. XI, §8, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XI, §8

Seat of government established — state
university. SEC. 8. The seat of Government is
hereby permanently established, as now fixed by
law, at the City of Des Moines, in the County of
Polk; and the State University, at IowaCity, in the
County of Johnson.

See 1855 Acts, ch 72
ART. XII, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XII

ARTICLE XII.

SCHEDULE.

ART. XII, §1, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XII, §1

Supreme law — constitutionality of
acts. SECTION 1. This Constitution shall be the
supreme law of the State, and any law inconsis-
tent therewith, shall be void. TheGeneral Assem-
bly shall pass all laws necessary to carry this Con-
stitution into effect.

Laws in force. SEC. 2. All laws now in force
and not inconsistent with this Constitution, shall
remain in force until they shall expire or be re-
pealed.

ART. XII, §3, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XII, §3

Proceedings not affected. SEC. 3. All in-
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dictments, prosecutions, suits, pleas, plaints, pro-
cess, and other proceedings pending in any of the
courts, shall be prosecuted to final judgment and
execution; and all appeals, writs of error, certiora-
ri, and injunctions, shall be carried on in the sever-
al courts, in the same manner as now provided by
law; and all offences, misdemeanors, and crimes
that may have been committed before the taking
effect of this Constitution, shall be subject to in-
dictment, trial and punishment, in the sameman-
ner as they would have been, had not this Consti-
tution been made.

ART. XII, §4, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XII, §4

Fines inure to the state. SEC. 4. [All fines,
penalties, or forfeitures due, or to become due, or
accruing to the State, or to any County therein, or
to the school fund, shall inure to the State, county,
or school fund, in the manner prescribed by law.]*

*This section repealed by Amendment [35]

ART. XII, §5, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XII, §5

Bonds in force. SEC. 5. All bonds executed
to the State, or to any officer inhis official capacity,
shall remain in force and inure to the use of those
concerned.

ART. XII, §6, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XII, §6

First election for governor and lieutenant
governor. SEC. 6. The first election under this
Constitution shall be held on the second Tuesday
in October, in the year one thousand eight hun-
dred and fifty seven, at which time the electors of
the State shall elect the Governor and Lieutenant
Governor. There shall also be elected at such elec-
tion, the successors of such State Senators aswere
elected at the August election, in the year one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, and mem-
bers of the House of Representatives, who shall be
elected in accordance with the act of apportion-
ment, enacted at the session of the General As-
sembly which commenced on the first Monday of
December One thousand eight hundred and fifty
six.

ART. XII, §7, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XII, §7

First election of officers. SEC. 7. The first
election for Secretary, Auditor, and Treasurer of
State, Attorney General, District Judges, Mem-
bers of the Board of Education, District Attorneys,
members of Congress and such State officers as
shall be elected at the April election in the year
One thousand eight hundred and fifty seven, (ex-
cept the Superintendent of Public Instruction,)
and such county officers as were elected at the Au-
gust election, in the year One thousand eight hun-
dred and fifty-six, except Prosecuting Attorneys,
shall be held on the secondTuesday ofOctober, one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight: Provided,
That the time for which any District Judge or oth-
er State or County officer elected at the April elec-
tion in the year One thousand eight hundred and
fifty eight, shall not extend beyond the time fixed
for filling like offices at the October election in the
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty eight.

For judges of supreme court. SEC. 8. The
first election for Judges of the SupremeCourt, and
such County officers as shall be elected at the Au-
gust election, in the year one thousand eight hun-
dred and fifty-seven, shall be held on the second
Tuesday of October, in the year One thousand
eight hundred and fifty-nine.

ART. XII, §9, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XII, §9

General assembly — first session. SEC.

9. The first regular session of the General As-
sembly shall be held in the year One thousand
eight hundred and fifty-eight, commencing on the
second Monday of January of said year.

ART. XII, §10, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XII, §10

Senators. SEC. 10. Senators elected at the
August election, in the year one thousand eight
hundred and fifty-six, shall continue in office until
the second Tuesday of October, in the year one
thousand eight hundred and fifty nine, at which
time their successors shall be elected as may be
prescribed by law.

ART. XII, §11, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XII, §11

Offices not vacated. SEC. 11. Every person
elected by popular vote, by vote of the General As-
sembly, or who may hold office by executive ap-
pointment, which office is continued by this Con-
stitution, and every personwho shall be so elected
or appointed, to any such office, before the taking
effect of this constitution, (except as in thisConsti-
tution otherwise provided,) shall continue in office
until the term for which such person has been or
may be elected or appointed shall expire: but no
such person shall continue in office after the tak-
ing effect of this Constitution, for a longer period
than the term of such office, in this Constitution
prescribed.

ART. XII, §12, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XII, §12

Judicial districts. SEC. 12. The General
Assembly, at the first session under this Constitu-
tion, shall district the State into eleven Judicial
Districts, for District Court purposes; and shall
also provide for the apportionment of themembers
of the General Assembly, in accordance with the
provisions of this Constitution.

ART. XII, §13, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XII, §13

Submission of constitution. SEC. 13. This
Constitution shall be submitted to the electors of
the State at the August election, in the year one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, in the
several election districts in this State. The ballots
at such election shall be written or printed as fol-
lows: Those in favor of the Constitution, “New
Constitution— Yes.” Those against the Constitu-
tion, “NewConstitution—No.” The election shall
be conducted in the same manner as the general
elections of the State, and the poll-books shall be
returnedand canvassedas provided in the twenty-
fifth chapter of the code, and abstracts shall be for-
warded to the Secretary of State, which abstracts
shall be canvassed in the manner provided for the
canvass of State officers. And if it shall appear
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that amajority of all the votes cast at such election
for andagainst thisConstitutionare in favor of the
same, the Governor shall immediately issue his
proclamation stating that fact, and suchConstitu-
tion shall be the Constitution of the State of Iowa,
and shall take effect fromandafter the publication
of said proclamation.

ART. XII, §14, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XII, §14

Proposition to strike out the word
“white”. SEC. 14. At the same election that
this Constitution is submitted to the people for its
adoption or rejection, a proposition to amend the
same by striking out theword “White” from the ar-
ticle on the Right of Suffrage, shall be separately
submitted to the electors of this State for adoption
or rejection in manner following — Namely:

A separate ballot may be given by every person
having a right to vote at said election, to be depos-

ited in a separate box; and those given for the
adoption of such proposition shall have the words,
“Shall the word ‘White’ be stricken out of the Ar-
ticle on theRight of Suffrage? Yes.” And those giv-
en against the proposition shall have the words,
“Shall the word ‘White’ be stricken out of the Ar-
ticle on the Right of Suffrage? No.” And if at said
election the number of ballots cast in favor of said
proposition shall be equal to a majority of those
cast for and against this Constitution, then said
word “White” shall be stricken from said Article
and be no part thereof.

This proposition failed to be adopted but see Amendment [1]

ART. XII, §15, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), ART. XII, §15

Mills county. SEC. 15. Until otherwise di-
rected by law, the County of Mills shall be in and
a part of the sixth Judicial District of this State.

Sec. 16.Forprovisions relative tobiennial election, seeAmendment [11]:
See also Amendment [14]

Done in Convention at Iowa City, this fifth day ofMarch in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hun-
dred and fifty seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the eighty first.

In testimony whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names.
TIMOTHY DAY A. H. MARVIN S. AYERS

S. G. WINCHESTER J. H. EMERSON HARVEY J. SKIFF

DAVID BUNKER R. L. B. CLARKE J. A. PARVIN

D. P. PALMER JAMES A. YOUNG W. PENN. CLARKE

GEO. W. ELLS D. H. SOLOMON JEREMIAH HOLLINGSWORTH

J. C. HALL M. W. ROBINSON WM. PATTERSON

JOHN. H. PETERS LEWIS TODHUNTER D. W. PRICE.

WM. A. WARREN JOHN EDWARDS ALPHIEUS SCOTT

H. W. GRAY J. C. TRAER GEORGE GILLASPY

ROBT. GOWER JAMES F. WILSON EDWARD JOHNSTONE

H. D. GIBSON AMOS HARRIS AYLETT R COTTON.

THOMAS SEELY JNO T. CLARK

Attest: FRANCIS SPRINGER President
TH: J. SAUNDERS, Secretary.
E. N. BATES Asst. Secretary.

PROCLAMATION.

Whereas an instrument known as the “New
Constitution of the State of Iowa” adopted by the
constitutional convention of said State on the fifth
day ofMarchA.D. 1857was submitted to the qual-
ified electors of said State at the annual election
held on Monday the third day of August 1857 for
their approval or rejection.
Andwhereas an official canvass of the votes cast

at said election shows that there were Forty thou-
sand three hundred and eleven votes cast for the
adoption of said Constitution and Thirty eight
thousand six hundred and eighty-one votes were
cast against its adoption, leaving amajority of six-
teen hundred and thirty votes in favor of its adop-
tion.
Now therefore I, JAMES W. GRIMES, Governor of

said State, by virtue of the authority conferred
upon me, hereby declare the said New Constitu-
tion to be adopted, and declare it to be the supreme
law of the State of Iowa.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand and affixed the Great Seal of the
State of Iowa.

L.S. Done at Iowa City this Third day of Sep-
temberA.D. 1857of the Independence of the
United States the eighty second and of the
State of Iowa the eleventh.

JAMES W. GRIMES

By the Governor.
ELIJAH SELLS,

Secretary of State.
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AMENDMENTS, CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL)CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA (ORIGINAL), AMENDMENTS

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

AMENDMENTS OF 1868

[1] 1st Strike the word “white,” from Section 1
of Article II thereof; [Electors]

[2] 2dStrike theword “white,” fromSection33
of Article III thereof; [Census]

[3] 3dStrike theword “white,” fromSection34
of Article III thereof; [Senators]

[4] 4th Strike the word “white,” from Section
35 of Article III thereof; [Apportionment]

[5] 5th Strike the word “white,” from Section
1 of Article VI thereof; [Militia]

The first of these amendments was submitted to the electorate with the
Constitution in 1857 but was defeated.

AMENDMENT OF 1880

[6] Strike out the words “free white” from the
third line of Section four (4) of Article three (III) of
said Constitution, relating to the legislative de-
partment.

AMENDMENTS OF 1884

[7] General election. [Amendment 1. The
general election for State, District County and
Township officers shall be held on the Tuesday next
after the first Monday in November.]*

*The above amendment, published as section 7 of Article IIwas repealed
by Amendment [14]

[8] Judicial districts. Amendment 2. At any
regular session of the General Assembly the State
may be divided into the necessary Judicial Dis-
tricts for District Court purposes, or the said Dis-
tricts may be reorganized and the number of the
Districts and the Judges of said Courts increased
or diminished; but no re-organization of the Dis-
tricts or diminution of the Judges shall have the
effect of removing a Judge from office.

See section 10 of Article V

[9] Grand jury. Amendment 3. The Grand
Jury may consist of any number of members not
less than five, normore than fifteen, as theGener-
al Assembly may by law provide, or the General
Assembly may provide for holding persons to an-
swer for any criminal offense without the inter-
vention of a Grand Jury.

See section 11 of Article I

[10] Amendment 4. That Section 13 of Article
V of the Constitution be stricken therefrom, and
the following adopted as such Section.

County attorney. SEC. 13. [The qualified

electors of each county shall, at the general election
in the year 1886, and every two years thereafter
elect a County Attorney, who shall be a resident of
the county for which he is elected, and shall hold
his office for two years, and until his successor
shall have been elected and qualified.]*

*In 1970 this section was repealed: See Amendment [31]

AMENDMENTS OF 1904

[11]
AMENDMENT NO. 1

Add as Section 16, to Article XII of the Constitu-
tion, the following:

General election. SEC. 16. [The first gener-
al election after the adoption of this amendment
shall be held on the Tuesday next after the first
Monday in November in the year one thousand
nine hundred and six, and general elections shall
be held biennially thereafter. In the year one thou-
sand nine hundred and six there shall be elected a
governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of state,
auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney gener-
al, two judges of the supreme court, the successors
of the judges of the district court whose terms of of-
fice expire on December 31st, one thousand nine
hundred and six, state senators who would other-
wise be chosen in the year one thousand nine hun-
dred and five, and members of the house of repre-
sentatives. The terms of office of the judges of the
supreme court which would otherwise expire on
December 31st, in odd numbered years, and all
other elective state, county and township officers
whose terms of office would otherwise expire in
January in the year one thousand nine hundred
and six, and members of the general assembly
whose successors would otherwise be chosen at the
general election in the year one thousandnine hun-
dredand five, are hereby extended one year andun-
til their successors are elected and qualified. The
terms of offices of senators whose successors would
otherwise be chosen in the year one thousand nine
hundred and seven are hereby extended one year
and until their successors are elected and quali-
fied. The general assembly shall make such
changes in the law governing the time of election
and term of office of all other elective officers as
shall be necessary tomake the time of their election
and terms of office conform to this amendment,
and shall provide which of the judges of the su-
preme court shall serve as chief justice. The general
assembly shall meet in regular session on the sec-
ond Monday in January, in the year one thousand
nine hundred and six, and also on the second
Monday in January in the year one thousand nine
hundred and seven, and biennially thereafter.]*

Practically the same amendment as the above was ratified in 1900, but
the supreme court, in the case of State ex rel. Bailey v. Brookhart, 113 Iowa
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250, held that said amendment was not proposed and adopted as required
by the constitution, and did not become a part thereof

*The above amendment of 1904 has apparently been superseded by
Amendment [14]

[12]
AMENDMENT NO. 2*

That Sections thirty-four (34) thirty-five (35)
and thirty-six (36) of Article three (III) of the Con-
stitution of the State of Iowa, be repealed and the
following be adopted in lieu thereof.

Senators — number — method of appor-
tionment. SEC. 34. [The Senate shall be com-
posed of fiftymembers to be elected from the several
senatorial districts, established by law and at the
next session of the general assembly held following
the taking of the state and national census, they
shall be apportioned among the several counties or
districts of the state, according to population as
shown by the last preceding census.]**

*In 1968 this sectionwas repealed anda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendment [26]

**See Amendment [16]; also Art. III, sec. 6

Representatives — number — apportion-
ment. SEC. 35. [The House of Representatives
shall consist of not more than one hundred and
eight members. The Ratio of representation shall
be determined by dividing the whole number of the
population of the state as shown by the last preced-
ing state or national census, by the whole number
of counties then existing or organized, but each
county shall constitute one representative district
and be entitled to one representative, but each
county having a population in excess of the ratio
number, as herein provided of three fifths or more
of such ratio number shall be entitled to one addi-
tional representative, but said addition shall ex-
tend only to the nine counties having the greatest
population.]*

*In 1968 this sectionwas repealed anda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendment [26]

Ratio of representation. SEC. 36. [The
General Assembly shall, at the first regular session
held following the adoption of this amendment,
and at each succeeding regular session held next
after the takingof such census, fix the ratio of repre-
sentation, and apportion the additional represen-
tatives, as herein before required.]*

*In 1968 this sectionwas repealed anda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendment [26]

[13] AMENDMENT OF 1908

That there be added to Section eighteen (18) of
Article one (I) of the Constitution of the State of
Iowa, the following:

Drainage ditches and levees. The general
assembly, however, may pass laws permitting the
owners of lands to construct drains, ditches, and
levees for agricultural, sanitary or mining pur-

poses across the lands of others, and provide for
the organization of drainage districts, vest the
proper authorities with power to construct and
maintain levees, drains and ditches and to keep in
repair all drains, ditches, and levees heretofore
constructed under the laws of the state, by special
assessments upon the property benefited thereby.
The General Assembly may provide by law for the
condemnation of such real estate as shall be neces-
sary for the construction andmaintenance of such
drains, ditches and levees, and prescribe the
method of making such condemnation.

[14] AMENDMENT OF 1916

To repeal Section seven (7) of Article two (II) of
theConstitution of Iowa and to adopt in lieu there-
of the following, to-wit:

General election. [SEC. 7.] The general
election for state, district, county and township of-
ficers in the year 1916 shall be held in the same
month and on the same day as that fixed by the
laws of the United States for the election of pres-
idential electors, or of president and vice-presi-
dent of the United States; and thereafter such
election shall be held at such time as the general
assembly may by law provide.

The above amendment repealed Amendment [7], which was published
as section 7 of Article II: See also Amendment [11]

For statutory provisions, see §39.1 of the Code
In 1916 a proposed amendment to extend the election franchise to

women was defeated by the people
In 1917 a second proposed prohibition amendment was defeated by the

people
In 1919 a second proposed amendment to enfranchise women was nulli-

fied by a procedural defect in failure to publish

[15] AMENDMENT OF 1926

Strike out the word “male” from Section four (4)
of Article three (III) of said constitution, relating
to the legislative department.

[16] AMENDMENT OF 1928*

[That the period (.) at the end of said section
thirty-four (34) of Article three (III) of the Constitu-
tion of the state of Iowa be stricken and the follow-
ing inserted:
“, but no county shall be entitled tomore than one

(1) senator.”]**
See Art. III, sec. 6
*The above amendment was repealed by Amendment [26]
**Applicable to Amendment [12]

[17] AMENDMENT OF 1936

Amend Article three (III) by repealing Section
thirty-three (33) relating to the state census.

[18] AMENDMENT OF 1942

That Article Seven (VII) of the Constitution of
the State of Iowa be amended by adding thereto,
as Section eight (8) thereof, the following:
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Motor vehicle fees and fuel taxes. [SEC.

8.] All motor vehicle registration fees and all li-
censes and excise taxes on motor vehicle fuel, ex-
cept cost of administration, shall be used exclu-
sively for the construction, maintenance and su-
pervision of the public highways exclusively with-
in the state or for the payment of bonds issued or
to be issued for the construction of such public
highways and the payment of interest on such
bonds.

AMENDMENTS OF 1952

[19] Amendment 1. Section four (4) of Article
IV of the Constitution of Iowa is amended by add-
ing thereto the following:

Death of governor-elect or failure to quali-
fy. [If, upon the completion of the canvass of votes
for Governor and Lieutenant Governor by the Gen-
eral Assembly, it shall appear that the person who
received the highest number of votes for Governor
has since died, resigned, is unable to qualify, fails
to qualify, or for any other reason is unable to as-
sume the duties of the office of Governor for the en-
suing term, the powers andduties of the office shall
devolve upon the person who received the highest
number of votes for Lieutenant Governor until the
disability is removed and, upon inauguration, he
shall assume the powers and duties of Governor.]*

*In 1988 the above amendment was repealed by Amendment [41]

[20] Amendment 2. Section nineteen (19) of
Article IV of the Constitution of the State of Iowa
is repealedand the following adopted in lieu there-
of:

Gubernatorial succession. SEC. 19. [If
there be a vacancy in the office of Governor and the
Lieutenant Governor shall by reason of death, im-
peachment, resignation, removal from office, or
other disability become incapable of performing
the duties pertaining to the office of Governor, the
President pro tempore of the Senate shall act as
Governor until the vacancy is filled or the disabili-
ty removed; and if the President pro tempore of the
Senate, for any of the above causes, shall be incapa-
ble of performing the duties pertaining to the office
ofGovernor the same shall devolve upon theSpeak-
er of the House of Representatives; and if the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, for any of
the above causes, shall be incapable of performing
the duties of the office of Governor, the Justices of
the Supreme Court shall convene the General As-
sembly by proclamation and the General Assembly
shall organize by the election of a President pro
tempore by the Senate and a Speaker by the House
of Representatives. The General Assembly shall
thereupon immediately proceed to the election of a
Governor and Lieutenant Governor in joint con-

vention.]*
Practically the same amendments were proposed in 1947 but nullified

by a procedural defect in 1949 by failure to publish before the election
*In 1988 this section was repealed and a substitute was adopted in lieu

thereof: See Amendment [42]
Referred to in §7.14(2) of the Code

AMENDMENT OF 1962

[21] Article Five (V) is amended in the follow-
ing manner:
1. Section four (4) is amended by striking from

lines eight (8) and nine (9) of such section the
words, “exercise a supervisory” and inserting in
lieu thereof the words, “shall exercise a superviso-
ry and administrative”.
2. Sections three (3), five (5), nine (9) and elev-

en (11) are repealed.
3. The following sections are added thereto:

Vacancies in courts. SEC. 15. Vacancies in
the Supreme Court and District Court shall be
filled by appointment by theGovernor from lists of
nominees submitted by the appropriate judicial
nominating commission. Three nominees shall be
submitted for each Supreme Court vacancy, and
two nominees shall be submitted for each District
Court vacancy. If theGovernor fails for thirty days
to make the appointment, it shall be made from
suchnominees by theChief Justice of theSupreme
Court.

State and district nominating commis-
sions. SEC. 16. There shall be a State Judicial
Nominating Commission. Such commission shall
makenominations to fill vacancies in theSupreme
Court. Until July 4, 1973, and thereafter unless
otherwise provided by law, the State Judicial
Nominating Commission shall be composed and
selected as follows: There shall be not less than
three normore than eight appointive members, as
provided by law, and an equal number of elective
members on such Commission, all of whom shall
be electors of the state. The appointive members
shall be appointed by the Governor subject to con-
firmation by the Senate. The elective members
shall be elected by the residentmembers of the bar
of the state. The judge of the Supreme Court who
is senior in length of service on said Court, other
than the Chief Justice, shall also be a member of
such Commission and shall be its chairman.
There shall be a District Judicial Nominating

Commission in each judicial district of the state.
Such commissions shall make nominations to fill
vacancies in the District Court within their re-
spective districts. Until July 4, 1973, and thereaf-
ter unless otherwise provided by law, District Ju-
dicial Nominating Commissions shall be com-
posed and selected as follows: There shall be not
less than three normore than six appointivemem-
bers, as provided by law, and an equal number of
elective members on each such commission, all of
whomshall be electors of the district. The appoint-
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ive members shall be appointed by the Governor.
The elective members shall be elected by the resi-
dent members of the bar of the district. The dis-
trict judge of such district who is senior in length
of service shall also be a member of such commis-
sion and shall be its chairman.
Due consideration shall be given to area repre-

sentation in the appointment and election of Judi-
cial Nominating Commission members. Appoint-
ive and elective members of Judicial Nominating
Commissions shall serve for six year terms, shall
be ineligible for a second six year termon the same
commission, shall hold no office of profit of the
United States or of the state during their terms,
shall be chosenwithout reference to political affili-
ation, and shall have such other qualifications as
may be prescribed by law. As near as may be, the
terms of one-third of such members shall expire
every two years.

Terms — judicial elections. SEC. 17.
Members of all courts shall have such tenure in of-
fice as may be fixed by law, but terms of Supreme
Court Judges shall benot less thaneight years and
terms of District Court Judges shall be not less
than six years. Judges shall serve for one year af-
ter appointment and until the first day of January
following the next judicial election after the expi-
ration of such year. They shall at such judicial
election stand for retention in office on a separate
ballot which shall submit the question of whether
such judge shall be retained in office for the tenure
prescribed for such office and when such tenure is
a term of years, on their request, they shall, at the
judicial election next before the end of each term,
stand again for retention on such ballot. Present
Supreme Court and District Court Judges, at the
expiration of their respective terms, may be re-
tained in office in like manner for the tenure pre-
scribed for such office. The General Assembly
shall prescribe the time for holding judicial elec-
tions.

Salaries — qualifications — retire-
ment. SEC. 18. Judges of the Supreme Court
and District Court shall receive salaries from the
state, shall be members of the bar of the state and
shall have such other qualifications asmay be pre-
scribed by law. Judges of the Supreme Court and
District Court shall be ineligible to any other office
of the state while serving on said court and for two
years thereafter, except that District Judges shall
be eligible to the office of Supreme Court Judge.
Other judicial officers shall be selected in such
manner and shall have such tenure, compensation
andother qualificationasmaybe fixedby law. The
General Assembly shall prescribe mandatory re-
tirement for Judges of theSupremeCourt andDis-
trict Court at a specified age and shall provide for
adequate retirement compensation. Retired
judges may be subject to special assignment to
temporary judicial duties by the Supreme Court,

as provided by law.

AMENDMENT OF 1964

[22] Section three (3) of Article ten (X) of the
Constitution of the State of Iowa is repealed and
the following adopted in lieu thereof:

Constitutional convention. SEC. 3. At the
general election to be held in the year one thou-
sand nine hundred and seventy, and in each tenth
year thereafter, and also at such times as the Gen-
eral Assembly may, by law, provide, the question,
“Shall there be a Convention to revise the Consti-
tution, and propose amendment or amendments
to same?” shall be decided by the electors qualified
to vote for members of the General Assembly; and
in case a majority of the electors so qualified, vot-
ing at such election, for and against such proposi-
tion, shall decide in favor of a Convention for such
purpose, theGeneralAssembly, at its next session,
shall provide by law for the election of delegates to
suchConvention, and for submitting the results of
saidConvention to the people, in suchmanner and
at such time as the General Assembly shall pro-
vide; and if the people shall approve and ratify
such amendment or amendments, by amajority of
the electors qualified to vote for members of the
General Assembly, voting thereon, such amend-
ment or amendments shall become a part of the
constitution of this state. If two or more amend-
ments shall be submitted at the same time, they
shall be submitted in such a manner that electors
may vote for or against each such amendment sep-
arately.

AMENDMENT OF 1966

[23] Section twenty-six (26) of Article III is
amended by striking from line four (4) the word
“fourth” and inserting in lieu thereof the word
“first”.

AMENDMENTS OF 1968

[24] Amendment 1. Section two (2) of Article
three (III) of the Constitution of the State of Iowa
is hereby repealed and the following adopted in
lieu thereof:

Annual sessions of General Assem-
bly. SEC. 2. [The General Assembly shall meet
in session on the secondMonday of January of each
year. The Governor of the state may convene the
General Assembly by proclamation in the inter-
im.]*

*In 1974 this sectionwas repealed anda substitute adopted: SeeAmend-
ment [36]

[25] Amendment 2. Article three (III), legisla-
tive department, Constitution of the State of Iowa
is hereby amended by adding the following new
section:

Municipal home rule. [SEC. 38A.] Munici-
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pal corporations are granted home rule power and
authority, not inconsistent with the laws of the
General Assembly, to determine their local affairs
and government, except that they shall not have
power to levy any tax unless expressly authorized
by the General Assembly.
The rule or proposition of law that a municipal

corporation possesses and can exercise only those
powers granted in express words is not a part of
the law of this state.

[26] Amendment 3. Section six (6) of Article
three (III) section thirty-four (34) of Article three
(III) and the 1904 and 1928 amendments thereto,
sections thirty-five (35) and thirty-six (36) of Ar-
ticle three (III) and the 1904 amendment to each
such section, and section thirty-seven (37) of Ar-
ticle three (III) are hereby repealed and the follow-
ing adopted in lieu thereof:

Senators — number and classifica-
tion. SEC. 6. The number of senators shall to-
tal not more than one-half the membership of the
house of representatives. Senators shall be classi-
fied so that as nearly as possible one-half of the
members of the senate shall be elected every two
years.

Referred to in § 42.4 of the Code

Senate and House of Representatives —
limitation. SEC. 34. The senate shall be com-
posed of notmore than fifty and the house of repre-
sentatives of not more than one hundred mem-
bers. Senators and representatives shall be
elected fromdistricts established by law. Each dis-
trict so established shall be of compact and contig-
uous territory. The state shall be apportioned into
senatorial and representative districts on the ba-
sis of population. The General Assemblymay pro-
vide by law for factors in addition to population,
not in conflict with the Constitution of the United
States, which may be considered in the apportion-
ing of senatorial districts. No law so adopted shall
permit the establishment of senatorial districts
whereby a majority of the members of the senate
shall represent less than forty percent of the popu-
lation of the state as shown by the most recent
United States decennial census.

Senators and representatives — number
and districts. SEC. 35. The General Assembly
shall in 1971 and in each year immediately follow-
ing the United States decennial census determine
the number of senators and representatives to be
elected to the General Assembly and establish
senatorial and representative districts. The Gen-
eral Assembly shall complete the apportionment
prior to September 1 of the year so required. If the
apportionment fails to become law prior to Sep-
tember 15 of such year, the Supreme Court shall
cause the state to be apportioned into senatorial
and representative districts to complywith the re-

quirements of the Constitution prior to December
31 of such year. The reapportioning authority
shall, where necessary in establishing senatorial
districts, shorten the term of any senator prior to
completion of the term. Any senator whose term is
so terminated shall not be compensated for theun-
completed part of the term.

Referred to in § 49.3 of the Code

Reviewby SupremeCourt. SEC. 36. Upon
verified application by any qualified elector, the
Supreme Court shall review an apportionment
plan adopted by the General Assembly which has
been enacted into law. Should the Supreme Court
determine such plan does not comply with the re-
quirements of the Constitution, the court shall
within ninety days adopt or cause to be adopted an
apportionment plan which shall so comply. The
Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction of
all litigation questioning the apportionment of the
General Assembly or any apportionment plan
adopted by the General Assembly.

Congressional districts. SEC. 37. When a
congressional district is composed of two or more
counties it shall not be entirely separated by a
county belonging to another district and no county
shall be divided in forming a congressional dis-
trict.

Referred to in § 42.3, 42.4 of the Code

[27] Amendment 4. Section sixteen (16) of ar-
ticle three (III) of the Constitution of the State of
Iowa is hereby amended by adding the following
new paragraph at the end thereof:

Item veto by Governor. The Governor may
approve appropriation bills in whole or in part,
and may disapprove any item of an appropriation
bill; and the part approved shall becomea law.Any
item of an appropriation bill disapproved by the
Governor shall be returned, with his objections, to
the house in which it originated, or shall be depos-
ited by him in the office of the Secretary of State
in the case of an appropriation bill submitted to
theGovernor for his approval during the last three
days of a session of the General Assembly, and the
procedure in each case shall be the same as pro-
vided for other bills. Any such item of an appropri-
ation bill may be enacted into law notwithstand-
ing the Governor’s objections, in the samemanner
as provided for other bills.

[28] Amendment 5. Section twenty-five (25) of
Article three (III) of the Constitution of the State
of Iowa is hereby repealed and the following
adopted in lieu thereof:

Compensation and expenses of General
Assembly. SEC. 25. Each member of the Gen-
eral Assembly shall receive such compensation
and allowances for expenses as shall be fixed by
lawbut noGeneral Assembly shall have the power
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to increase compensation and allowances effective
prior to the convening of the next General Assem-
bly following the session in which any increase is
adopted.

AMENDMENTS OF 1970

[29] Amendment 1. Article three (III) of the
Constitution of the State of Iowa is hereby
amended by adding thereto the following new sec-
tion:

Legislative districts. SEC. 39. In estab-
lishing senatorial and representative districts,
the state shall be divided into as many senatorial
districts as there are members of the senate and
into as many representative districts as there are
members of the house of representatives. One sen-
ator shall be elected from each senatorial district
and one representative shall be elected from each
representative district.

[30] Amendment 2. Section one (1) of Article
two (II) of the Constitution, as amended in 1868,
is hereby repealed and the following is hereby
adopted in lieu thereof:

Electors. SEC. 1. Every citizen of theUnited
States of the age of twenty-one years, who shall
have been a resident of this state for such period
of time as shall be provided by law and of the
county in which he claims his vote for such period
of time as shall be provided by law, shall be en-
titled to vote at all electionswhich are noworhere-
after may be authorized by law. The General As-
sembly may provide by law for different periods of
residence in order to vote for various officers or in
order to vote in various elections. The required pe-
riods of residence shall not exceed six months in
this state and sixty days in the county.

See Amendments 19 and 26 to U. S. Constitution

[31] Amendment 3. Section thirteen (13) of
Article five (V) of the Constitution of the State of
Iowa as amended by Amendment 4 of the Amend-
ments of 1884 is hereby repealed. [County Attor-
ney]

AMENDMENTS OF 1972

[32] Amendment 1. Section two (2) of Article
four (IV) of the Constitution of the State of Iowa is
repealed and the following adopted in lieu thereof:

Election and term [governor]. SEC.

2. [The Governor shall be elected by the qualified
electors at the time andplace of voting formembers
of the General Assembly, and shall hold his office
for four years from the time of his installation, and
until his successor is elected and qualifies.]*

*In 1988 this sectionwas repealed anda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendment [41]

Section three (3) of Article four (IV) of the Con-
stitution of the State of Iowa is hereby repealed
and the following adopted in lieu thereof:

Lieutenant governor — returns of elec-
tions. SEC. 3. [There shall be aLieutenantGov-
ernor who shall hold his office for the same term,
and be elected at the same time as the Governor. In
voting for Governor and Lieutenant Governor, the
electors shall designate for whom they vote as Gov-
ernor, and for whom as Lieutenant Governor. The
returns of every election for Governor, andLieuten-
ant Governor, shall be sealed up and transmitted
to the seat of government of the State, directed to
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, who
shall open andpublish them in the presence of both
Houses of the General Assembly.]*

*In 1988 this sectionwas repealedanda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendment [41]

Section fifteen (15) of Article four (IV) of the
Constitution of the State of Iowa is hereby re-
pealed and the following adopted in lieu thereof:

Terms — compensation of lieutenant gov-
ernor. SEC. 15. [The official term of the Gover-
nor, and Lieutenant Governor, shall commence on
the secondMonday of January next after their elec-
tion, and continue until their successors are elected
and qualify. The Lieutenant Governor, while act-
ing as Governor, shall receive the same compensa-
tion as provided for Governor; andwhile presiding
in the Senate, and between sessions such compen-
sation and expenses as provided by law.]*

*In 1988 this sectionwas repealedanda substitute adopted in lieu there-
of: See Amendment [42]

Section twenty-two (22) ofArticle four (IV) of the
Constitution of the State of Iowa is repealed and
the following adopted in lieu thereof:

Secretary — auditor — treasurer. SEC.

22. A Secretary of State, an Auditor of State and
a Treasurer of State shall be elected by the quali-
fied electors at the same time that the governor is
elected and for a four-year term commencing on
the first day of January next after their election,
and they shall perform such duties as may be pro-
vided by law.

Section twelve (12) of Article five (V) of the Con-
stitution of the State of Iowa is repealed and the
following adopted in lieu thereof:

Attorney general. SEC. 12. The General
Assembly shall provide, by law, for the election of
an Attorney General by the people, whose term of
office shall be four years, and until his successor is
elected and qualifies.

[33] Amendment 2. Article five (V), Constitu-
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tion of the State of Iowa, is hereby amended by
adding thereto the following new section:

Retirement anddiscipline of judges. [SEC.

19.] In addition to the legislative power of im-
peachment of judges as set forth in Article three
(III), sections nineteen (19) and twenty (20) of the
Constitution, theSupremeCourt shall havepower
to retire judges for disability and to discipline or
remove them for good cause, upon application by
a commission on judicial qualifications. The Gen-
eral Assembly shall provide by law for the imple-
mentation of this section.

[34] Amendment 3. Section twenty-eight (28)
of Article three (III) of the Constitution of the
State of Iowa is hereby repealed. [Lottery prohibi-
tion]

AMENDMENTS OF 1974

[35] Amendment 1. Apportionment of
fines.
Section four (4), subdivision two (2) entitled

“School Funds and School Lands”, of Article nine
(IX) of theConstitution of theState of Iowa is here-
by repealed.
Section four (4) ofArticle twelve (XII) of theCon-

stitution of the State of Iowa is hereby repealed.

[36] Amendment 2. Section two (2) of Article
three (III) of the Constitution of the State of Iowa,
as amended by amendment number one (1) of the
Amendments of 1968 to the Constitution of the
State of Iowa, is repealed and the following
adopted in lieu thereof:

Annual sessions of General Assembly —
special sessions. The General Assembly shall
meet in session on the second Monday of January
of eachyear.Uponwritten request to the presiding
officer of each House of the General Assembly by
two-thirds of themembers of eachHouse, theGen-
eral Assembly shall convene in special session.
TheGovernor of the statemay convene theGener-
al Assembly by proclamation in the interim.

AMENDMENT OF 1978

[37] Article three (III), legislative depart-
ment, Constitution of the State of Iowa is hereby
amended by adding the following new section:

Counties home rule. [SEC. 39A.] Counties
or joint county-municipal corporation govern-
ments are granted home rule power and authority,
not inconsistent with the laws of the general as-
sembly, to determine their local affairs and gov-
ernment, except that they shall not have power to
levy any tax unless expressly authorized by the
general assembly. The general assemblymay pro-

vide for the creation and dissolution of joint
county-municipal corporation governments. The
general assembly may provide for the establish-
ment of charters in county or joint county-munici-
pal corporation governments.
If the power or authority of a county conflicts

with the power andauthority of amunicipal corpo-
ration, the power and authority exercised by amu-
nicipal corporation shall prevail within its juris-
diction.
The proposition or rule of law that a county or

joint county-municipal corporation government
possesses and can exercise only those powers
granted in express words is not a part of the law of
this state.

In 1980 a proposed amendment to Article I, section 1, relating to equal
rights of men and women was defeated by the people

AMENDMENTS OF 1984

[38] Amendment 1. Article III, LegislativeDe-
partment, Constitution of the State of Iowa, is
amended by adding the following new section:

Nullification of administrative rules.
[SEC. 40.] The general assembly may nullify an
adopted administrative rule of a state agency by
the passage of a resolution by a majority of all of
the members of each house of the general assem-
bly.

Referred to in §3.6, 17A.6 of the Code

[39] Amendment 2. Distribution. Section
7, subdivision 2 entitled “School Funds and School
Lands”, of Article IX of the Constitution of the
State of Iowa is repealed.

AMENDMENT OF 1986

[40] Section 26 of Article III of the Constitu-
tion of the State of Iowa, as amended by the
Amendment of 1966, is repealed and the following
adopted in lieu thereof:

Time laws to take effect. SEC. 26. An act of
the general assembly passed at a regular session
of a general assembly shall take effect on July 1
following its passage unless a different effective
date is stated in an act of the general assembly. An
act passed at a special session of a general assem-
bly shall take effect ninety days after adjournment
of the special session unless a different effective
date is stated in an act of the general assembly.
The general assembly may establish by law a pro-
cedure for giving notice of the contents of acts of
immediate importance which become law.

AMENDMENTS OF 1988

[41] Amendment 1. Section 2 of Article IV of
the Constitution of the State of Iowa, as amended
by amendment number 1 of the Amendments of
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1972, is repealed beginning with the general elec-
tion in the year 1990 and the following adopted in
lieu thereof:

Election and term. SEC. 2. The governor
and the lieutenant governor shall be elected by the
qualified electors at the time and place of voting
for members of the general assembly. Each of
them shall hold office for four years from the time
of installation in office and until a successor is
elected and qualifies.

Section 3 of Article IV of the Constitution of the
State of Iowa, as amended by amendment number
1 of the Amendments of 1972, is repealed begin-
ningwith the general election in the year 1990and
the following adopted in lieu thereof:

Governor and lieutenant governor elected
jointly — returns of elections. SEC. 3. The
electors shall designate their selections for gover-
nor and lieutenant governor as if these two offices
were one and the same. The names of nominees
for the governor and the lieutenant governor shall
be grouped together in a set on the ballot according
to which nominee for governor is seeking office
with which nominee for lieutenant governor, as
prescribed by law. An elector shall cast only one
vote for both a nominee for governor and a nomi-
nee for lieutenant governor. The returns of every
election for governor and lieutenant governor
shall be sealed and transmitted to the seat of gov-
ernment of the state, and directed to the speaker
of the house of representatives who shall open and
publish them in the presence of both houses of the
general assembly.

Section 4 of Article IV of the Constitution of the
State of Iowa, as amended by amendment number
1 of the Amendments of 1952, is repealed begin-
ningwith the general election in the year 1990and
the following adopted in lieu thereof:

Election by general assembly in case of tie
— succession by lieutenant governor. SEC.

4. The nominees for governor and lieutenant
governor jointly having the highest number of
votes cast for them shall be declared duly elected.
If two or more sets of nominees for governor and
lieutenant governor have an equal and the highest
number of votes for the offices jointly, the general
assembly shall by joint vote proceed, as soon as is
possible, to elect one set of nominees for governor
and lieutenant governor. If, upon the completion
by the general assembly of the canvass of votes for
governor and lieutenant governor, it appears that
the nominee for governor in the set of nominees for
governor and lieutenant governor receiving the
highestnumber of voteshas since died or resigned,
is unable to qualify, fails to qualify, or is for any

other reason unable to assume the duties of the of-
fice of governor for the ensuing term, the powers
and duties shall devolve to the nominee for lieu-
tenant governor of the same set of nominees for
governor and lieutenant governor, who shall as-
sume the powers and duties of governor upon in-
auguration and until the disability is removed. If
both nominees for governor and lieutenant gover-
nor are unable to assume the duties of the office of
governor, the personnext in succession shall act as
governor.

Section 5 of Article IV of the Constitution of the
State of Iowa is repealed beginning with the gen-
eral election in the year 1990 and the following
adopted in lieu thereof:

Contested elections. SEC. 5. Contested
elections for the offices of governor and lieutenant
governor shall be determined by the general as-
sembly as prescribed by law.

[42] Amendment 2. Section 15 of Article IV of
the Constitution of the State of Iowa, as amended
by amendment number 1 of the Amendments of
1972, is repealed beginning with the second
Monday in January 1991, and the following
adopted in lieu thereof:

Terms — compensation. SEC. 15. The offi-
cial terms of the governor and lieutenant governor
shall commence on the Tuesday after the second
Monday of January next after their election and
shall continue until their successors are elected
and qualify. The governor and lieutenant gover-
nor shall be paid compensation and expenses as
provided by law. The lieutenant governor, while
acting as governor, shall be paid the compensation
and expenses prescribed for the governor.

Section 18 ofArticle IV of theConstitution of the
State of Iowa is repealed beginning with the sec-
ond Monday in January 1991, and the following
adopted in lieu thereof:

Duties of lieutenant governor. SEC.

18. The lieutenant governor shall have the du-
ties provided by law and those duties of the gover-
nor assigned to the lieutenant governor by the gov-
ernor.

Section 19 ofArticle IV of theConstitution of the
State of Iowa as amended by amendment number
2 of the Amendments of 1952 is repealed begin-
ning with the second Monday in January 1991,
and the following adopted in lieu thereof:

Succession to office of governor and lieu-
tenant governor. SEC. 19. If there be a vacan-
cy in the office of the governor and the lieutenant
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governor shall by reason of death, impeachment,
resignation, removal from office, or other disabili-
ty become incapable of performing the duties per-
taining to the office of governor, the president of
the senate shall act as governor until the vacancy
is filled or the disability removed; and if the presi-
dent of the senate, for any of the above causes,
shall be incapable of performing the duties per-
taining to the office of governor the same shall de-
volve upon the speaker of the house of representa-
tives; and if the speaker of thehouse of representa-
tives, for any of the above causes, shall be incapa-
ble of performing the duties of the office of gover-
nor, the justices of the supreme court shall con-
vene the general assembly by proclamation and
the general assembly shall organize by the elec-
tion of a president by the senate and a speaker by
the house of representatives. The general assem-
bly shall thereupon immediately proceed to the
election of a governor and lieutenant governor in
joint convention.

AMENDMENT OF 1992

[43] Section 5 of Article I of theConstitution of
the State of Iowa is repealed. [Dueling]

A proposed amendment relating to the equality of rights of men and
women under the lawwas defeated by the electors at the 1992 general elec-
tion

AMENDMENT OF 1996

[44] Article VII of the Constitution of the
State of Iowa is amended by adding the following
new section:

Fish and wildlife protection funds. SEC.

9. All revenue derived from state license fees for
hunting, fishing, and trapping, and all state funds
appropriated for, and federal or private funds re-

ceived by the state for, the regulation or advance-
ment of hunting, fishing, or trapping, or the pro-
tection, propagation, restoration,management, or
harvest of fish orwildlife, shall be used exclusively
for the performance and administration of activi-
ties related to those purposes.

AMENDMENTS OF 1998

[45] Amendment 1. Section 1 of Article I of the
Constitution of the State of Iowa is amended to
read as follows:

Rights of persons. SECTION 1. All men and
women are, by nature, free and equal, and have
certain inalienable rights — among which are
those of enjoying anddefending life and liberty, ac-
quiring, possessing and protecting property, and
pursuing and obtaining safety and happiness.

[46] Amendment 2. Section 11, unnumbered
paragraph 1, Article I of the Constitution of the
State of Iowa is amended to read as follows:

When indictment necessary — grand
jury. SEC. 11. All offenses less than felony and
inwhich themaximumpermissible imprisonment
does not exceed thirty days shall be tried sum-
marily before an officer authorized by law, on in-
formation under oath, without indictment, or the
intervention of a grand jury, saving to the defen-
dant the right of appeal; and no person shall be
held to answer for any higher criminal offense, un-
less on presentment or indictment by a grand jury,
except in cases arising in the army, or navy, or in
the militia, when in actual service, in time of war
or public danger.

Proposed amendments relating to the state budget by limiting state gen-
eral fund expenditures and restricting certain state tax revenue changes
were defeated by the people at a special election held on June 29, 1999


